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Sgt. Vanessa Turner chats 
with her 4-year-old son via 
a smartphone video calling 
app at a coalition base at the 
international airport in Irbil, Iraq, 
on Christmas Day 2016. Airmen 
in Afghanistan can more easily 
stay in touch with family thanks 
to improvements in Wi-Fi access. 



Trump boasts of bigger ‘nuclear button’ than North Korea 


By Matthew Pennington 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON—President Donald 
Trump boasted Tuesday that he has a 
bigger and more powerful “nuclear 
button” than North Korean leader Kim 
Jong Un. 

The president’s Tuesday evening tweet 


came in response to Kim’s New Year’s address, 
in which he repeated fiery nuclear threats 
against the U.S. He said he has a “nuclear but¬ 
ton” on his office desk and warned that “the 
whole territory of the U.S. is within the range 
of our nuclear strike.” 

Trump mocked that assertion, writing, “Will 
someone from his depleted and food starved 
regime please inform him that I too have a 


Nuclear Button, but it is a much bigger & more 
powerful one than his, and my Button works!” 

Earlier Tuesday, Trump sounded open to 
the possibility of an inter-Korean dialogue 
after Kim made a rare overture toward South 
Korea in his address. But Trump’s ambas¬ 
sador to the United Nations insisted talks 

SEE BUTTON ON PAGE 4 
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VETERANS 


Vet accused of inflating service 

Claims high rank was honorary, as part of honor guard group he started 

By Stephen Carlson 
Stars and Stripes 


WASHINGTON — Papotia Reginald 
Wright started the 8th Special Forces Reg¬ 
iment New York Honor Guard more than 
a year ago to perform burial services for 
veterans. But according to investigations 
by multiple groups, the supposed Special 
Forces veteran vastly inflated his military 
service, including medals for valor, and his 
group has since shut down. 

Wright claimed to be a retired command 
sergeant m^or from Special Forces and 
used his fraudulent claim to run a veter¬ 
ans service organization with no official 
nonprofit status in Brooklyn, N.Y., accord¬ 
ing to the state Attorney General’s office. 
Military records seen by Stars and Stripes 
show he served in the Army in 1982-90 as a 
truck driver who never ranked higher than 
a specialist — a far cry from his claims of 
combat service. 

Photographs show Wright in full dress 
uniform at promotional events including a 
New York Giants game. Most of his decora¬ 
tions — a Bronze Star, Purple Heart and 
others — are allegedly fake, according to 
Steve Antson from Guardians of the Green 
Beret, a watchdog group that works to ex¬ 
pose people pretending to be part of Spe¬ 
cial Forces. 

According to federal law under the Sto¬ 
len Valor Act, it is a crime to lie about mili¬ 
tary awards for monetary or other tangible 
benefits. 

Wright, who goes by “Reggie,” told Stars 
and Stripes that his rank is honorary, not 
an attempt to mislead. 

“Because I started the unit (the Honor 
Guard), I was the top NCO there,” he said. 
Wright has said he never claimed to be 
in Special Forces specifically, but that he 
drove trucks for the 75th Ranger Regi¬ 
ment and 5th Special Forces Group as an 
attachment. 


I believed in the 
organization. It was a 
feeling of pride to put on 
the uniform again .... 

It sunk my heart. ^ 

Jeffrey Johnson 

former Army major 


As part of the Army’s Authorized Pro¬ 
vider Partnership Program, organizations 
like Wright’s can perform military honors 
for funerals of former military personnel or 
honor guard ceremonies for events. “When 
they couldn’t take up the slack, we were 
called,” Wright said of the Army. 

According to its now-defunct Facebook 
page, the “8th Special Forces Regiment New 
York Honor Guard is a Veteran Service Or¬ 
ganization (VSO) that renders final honors 
to Veterans with an Honorable Discharge or 
General Discharge with Honorable condi¬ 
tions.” It is based at the Park Slope Armory 
building on 8th Avenue in Brooklyn. 

The name is an apparent reference to the 
8th Special Forces Group, which conducted 
counterinsurgency operations and training 
in the backdrop of the Cold War in Latin 
America. The unit was disbanded in 1980. 

The Guardians of the Green Beret said 
they have been aware of the Honor Guard 
for about two months after being alerted 
by another watchdog organization called 
Guardian of Valor that Wright was exag¬ 
gerating his mihtary service to promote the 
Honor Guard. 

Wright claimed he had been part of the 
“Black Hawk Down” incident in Mogadi¬ 
shu in 1993 that led to the deaths of 18 U.S. 
servicemembers, Antson said. Wright’s ser¬ 


vice ended in 1990, according to his person¬ 
nel record. 

Multiple people confirmed to Antson that 
Wright told the story of an enemy fighter 
who snuck up behind him and cut his kid¬ 
ney out. “He’s saying he is walking around 
with half a kidney,” he said. Wright never 
received a Purple Heart, according to his 
military records. 

An official at Fort Hamilton in Brooklyn, 
who wasn’t permitted to talk on the record, 
said no one questioned Wright’s rank and 
credentials at the base, and he used that 
to gain access to government vehicles “for 
whatever reason.” 

Jeffrey Johnson, a former Army m^or, 
joined the Honor Guard to help veterans, he 
said. Wright immediately asked Johnson to 
work promotional events with him. 

The pace was frenetic, Johnson said. They 
attended an annual Heroes Gala event by 
Iraq and Afghanistan Veterans of America 
where he met former Army Gen. David Pe- 
traeus and other well-known mihtary fig¬ 
ures. He worked with Wright at a New York 
Giants game and at the Nov. 10 reopening 
of the Times Square recruiting station after 
its renovation. 

“I got caught up so quickly in the events,” 
he said, eventually leaving the group be¬ 
cause of the time commitment it required. 

He said he was “crushed” by the revela¬ 
tions about Wright’s inflated service record 
and self-promotion. 

“I believed in the organization. It was a 
feeling of pride to put on the uniform again 
since I was always proud of my military 
service,” he said. “It sunk my heart.” 

The Honor Guard website was taken 
down after accusations of fraud were made. 
Its Facebook page states in its last post on 
Nov. 29 that “information has been posted 
on the Internet which we were not aware of 
until this month of November 2017. As a re¬ 
sult we wiU look into the matter, therefore 
we will be closing our social media until 



Courtesy of Guardians of the Green Beret 


Papotia Reginald Wright’s military record 
does not support his claims to have been 
in Special Forces. 

further notice.” 

The post was signed by M^. Tammy Feli¬ 
ciano from the group’s S-1 office, referring 
to personnel management sections in Army 
headquarters units. 

The Guardians of the Green Beret claim 
they have been able to find no evidence 
that Feliciano served in the mihtary after a 
Freedom of Information Act request to the 
National Personnel Records Center. 

“She is calling herself a mqjor. She was 
not active-duty, she was not in the Guard, 
she was not in the Reserves,” Antson said. 
Wright said Feliciano is a civilian and the 
title was honorary. “She’s never been in the 
military and she’s never portrayed herself 
to be in the mihtary.” 

She could not be reached by Stars and 
Stripes for comment. 

The 8th Special Forces New York Honor 
Guard is officially defunct, Wright told 
Stars and Stripes in December. 

“If people don’t want us to bury veterans, 
that’s a shame. That is what our mission 
was,” he said. 

carlson.stephen@stripes.com 
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Army: 'Administrative action' taken against general 


Complaints claim that 
Gonsalves disrespected 
congressional staffer 

By John Vandiver 

Stars and Stripes 

The U.S. Army says “appropriate admin¬ 
istrative action” has been taken against a 
two-star general faulted for mistreating a 
congressional staffer, but the service re¬ 
fused to specify the steps it took against 
Gen. Ryan Gonsalves. 

“The matter is now closed,” Army 
spokeswoman April Cunningham said in a 
statement. 

Gonsalves, who served as commander of 
the Fort Carson, Colo.-based 4th Infantry 
Division until August, had been in line for 
a promotion. In July, he was nominated by 
the Army for a third star, but the White 
House rescinded the nomination on Nov. 


27, after an inspector 
general’s probe. 

The allegations 
against Gonsalves 
centered on com¬ 
plaints that he failed 
to treat a female con¬ 
gressional staffer 
with “dignity and 
respect” during an 
October 2016 meet- 
Gonsalves ing at his Fort Carson 
headquarters. 

Gonsalves is now serving as a special as¬ 
sistant to the commander of the Fort Hood, 
Texas-based III Corps. Special adviser 
postings in the Army can function as brief 
stopping points while a general awaits pro¬ 
motion or is stuck in limbo while under 
investigation. 

The Army did not say whether Gon¬ 
salves would be offered a promotion in the 
future or whether his current assignment 
would be his last. 

“Following the completion of the In¬ 
spector General’s investigation of Mqjor 


General Ryan Gonsalves, appropriate ad¬ 
ministrative action was taken,” Cunning¬ 
ham said. 

The IG says it was able to substantiate 
an accusation that Gonsalves called the 
congressional staffer “sweetheart” during 
a meeting about the 4th Infantry Division’s 
mission, which amounted to a violation of 
Army command policy. 

The IG complaint also said that Gon¬ 
salves took issue with the staffer’s youth 
and told her she should take detailed notes 
on why the military needed funding “since 
she was a Democrat and did not believe in 
funding the military,” the IG report said. 

Another staffer at the meeting confirmed 
that Gonsalves used the word “Democrat.” 
He said that he was “shocked” by use of 
the word but did not regard the overall 
tenor of Gonsalves’ political comments as 
derogatory. 

Generals are expected to refrain from 
overt expressions of partisanship while in 
uniform. 

Gonsalves denied making disrespectful 


remarks about political affiliation during 
the meeting, and five other witnesses tes¬ 
tified they didn’t hear the general make 
such remarks. As a result, the IG deter¬ 
mined that the evidence did not support a 
conclusion that Gonsalves comments were 
“objectively disrespectful.” 

Gonsalves also denied calling the female 
staffer “sweetheart,” but the IG said the 
preponderance of the evidence indicated 
otherwise. 

In recent years, misconduct among se¬ 
nior leaders has been a growing concern 
inside the Pentagon. In November, the 
Pentagon inspector general reported a 13 
percent increase in misconduct complaints 
between 2015 and 2017. High-profile scan¬ 
dals, frequently involving extramarital af¬ 
fairs, have forced numerous generals into 
early retirement. 

The complaint against Gonsalves did 
not involve any accusations of sexual 
misconduct. 

vandiver.john@stripes.com 
Twitter: (I>John_vandiver 




Pentagon is studying 
unauthorized drone 
flights near Pentagon 


Matt BuRKE/Stars and Stripes 


III Marine Expeditionary Force commander Lt. Gen. Lawrence 
Nicholson and Sgt. Maj. Mario Marquez award the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal to Sgt. Justin Erler and CpI. Matthew 
Dungan at Camp Courtney, Okinawa, on Wednesday. 


Marines 
honored 
for saving 
comrade 

By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

CAMP COURTNEY, Okinawa 
— Marine Sgt. Justin Erler and 
Cpl. Matthew Dungan remained 
solemn as Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medals were 
pinned on their chests Wednes¬ 
day at HI Marine Expeditionary 
Force headquarters on Okinawa. 

Erler, Dungan and a third Ma¬ 
rine — Lance Cpl. Eduardo Rosa¬ 
rio — are credited with saving the 
life of Marine Master Sgt. Hector 
Trujillo. The 44-year-old father 
of three was struck by a vehicle 
on Dec. 1 while rendering aid to 
injured Japanese motorists on 
the Okinawa Expressway. He is 
still in critical condition at Naval 
Medical Center San Diego, where 
he was airlifted shortly after the 
incident. 

Trujillo “is alive today, abso¬ 
lutely, 100 percent because of the 
actions of these two individuals 
(Erler and Dungan),” III MEF 
commander Lt. Gen. Lawrence 
Nicholson said during the ceremo¬ 
ny. “That is the only reason he is 
alive ... these are two great young 
Marines that stood up and made a 
difference when it counted.” 

Though Trujillo’s condition has 
slowly improved and he is now 
breathing on his own and respond¬ 
ing to his wife, Maria, the fact that 
he is still recovering from griev¬ 
ous injuries hardly left his rescu¬ 
ers in the mood for celebrating. 

“You feel the pride in [receiving 
a medal like this], but more than 
anything ... knowing that in those 
situations, somebody is willing to 
respond like the master sergeant 
did; it means more than a medal,” 
Dungan said. 


Erler said of the medals, “We 
feel like we’re wearing a piece of 
the master sergeant.” 

Dungan and Rosario — whom 
Nicholson gave a challenge coin 
symbolizing excellence for his 
actions that day — were heading 
to physical training that morning 
when the 9th Engineer Support 
Battalion Marines came upon 
a nightmarish scene of flipped 
automobiles and severely in¬ 
jured people scattered across the 
expressway. 

A passenger vehicle had struck 
a compact car, which flipped onto 
its roof, Okinawan police said. 
Trujillo, a motor transport chief 
who was also on his way to PT, 
stopped to help on the dark high¬ 
way as cars whizzed by in the 
right-hand lane. 

A U.S. military truck then bar¬ 
reled into the crashed vehicles. 
Trujillo reportedly took an ill- 
fated step over the center line and 
was struck by a car driven by a 28- 
year-old Marine staff sergeant. 
He suffered a fractured skull, 
broken ribs and a bruised lung 
and was knocked unconscious. 

“Master Sgt. Trujillo stopped 
his vehicle to render assistance to 
Japanese folks that were involved 


in an accident, and in doing so, 
was hit himself,” Nicholson said 
during Wednesday’s ceremony. 

Dungan blocked the roadway 
with his vehicle to prevent more 
collisions. That’s when he saw 
Erler, a 3rd Reconnaissance Bat¬ 
talion boat mechanic, rushing 
for the injured master sergeant 
near the median. Trujillo was not 
breathing and was bleeding from 
his nose and mouth; however, he 
did have a faint pulse. 

Erler and Dungan cleared Tru¬ 
jillo’s airway and took turns doing 
chest compressions to get him 
breathing again. They kept talk¬ 
ing to him, which kept him breath¬ 
ing, until paramedics arrived. 

They stayed with Trujillo and 
kept him alive for 25 critical 
minutes, Nicholson said. Rosario 
helped manage traffic and assist¬ 
ed Dungan and Erler while they 
worked. 

Police are investigating a case 
against the staff sergeant accused 
of striking Trujillo for negligent 
driving resulting in injury. Ma¬ 
rine officials could not comment 
on the investigation because it is 
ongoing, a spokeswoman said. 
burke.matt@stripes.com 


By Seth Robson 

Stars and Stripes 

The Defense Department de¬ 
tected nearly 100 unauthorized 
drones flying near the Pentagon 
over a two-month period last year, 
according to officials involved in 
a survey of drone activity near 
military bases. 

The study — conducted amid 
concerns that terrorists and spies 
could use the remotely piloted air¬ 
craft for surveillance, espionage 
and attacks — follows a Federal 
Aviation Administration ban of 
unauthorized drone flights over 
133 military bases. 

Officials did not provide a list 
of the installations involved in the 
survey. 

However, drone-detection 
equipment was deployed last year 
at two bases near the nation’s 
capital — Fort Lesley J. McNair 
from July 19 to Aug. 24 and Joint 
Base Myer-Henderson Hall from 
Aug. 24 to Sept. 23, said Michael 
Howard, public affairs director at 
Myer-Henderson Hall. 

“We detected 95 instances of 
drone activity,” he wrote in an 
email to Stars and Stripes. “We 
did not attempt to determine 
the nature of the drone activity, 
whether it was recreational or 
something else.” 

Both bases are less than 2 miles 
from the Pentagon and Ronald 
Reagan Washington National 
Airport and inside the 15-mile 
radius inner ring of a “no-drone 
zone” where those flights are 
banned “without specific FAA 
authorization.” 

The purpose of the study was to 
determine if drones were flying 
over bases and start a discussion 
about the threats those aircraft 


could present to military installa¬ 
tions, Howard said. 

People are worried that Ameri¬ 
ca’s adversaries might use drones 
to monitor troop movements, sup¬ 
ply levels or training exercises 
inside military facilities, said 
Pablo Estrada, a spokesman for 
airspace security company De¬ 
drone, which helped the Defense 
Department conduct the survey. 

U.S. personnel deployed to Iraq 
last year armed themselves with 
anti-drone weapons to guard 
against Islamic State militants 
who used remotely piloted planes 
to drop grenades. 

Concerned about drones buzz¬ 
ing Marine Corps facilities on 
Okinawa, Pacific Command 
chief Adm. Harry Harris asked 
the Japanese government in No¬ 
vember to ban drone flights over 
American bases. 

In June, a drone believed to have 
been sent by North Korea took 
photographs of an advanced U.S. 
missile-defense system, known 
as THAAD, in South Korea, the 
country’s Defense Ministry said. 

Dedrone’s sensors monitor 
radio signals from remotely pi¬ 
loted aircraft and can determine 
their manufacturer, model and 
distance, said Estrada, adding 
that many of the drones detected 
near the bases were small mod¬ 
els that are readily available to 
consumers. 

“There are larger business 
drones that are very powerful but 
they are also expensive and quite 
large,” he said. 

robson.seth@stripes.com 
Twitter: @SethRobsonl 
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Button: US presses North 
to abandon nuclear program 


Donald J, Trump 




North Korean Leader Kirri Jong Unjust stai 
that the "Nuclear Button on his desk at ^ 
times." Will someone from his depleted anl 
food starved regime please inform him tha 
too have a Nuclear Button, but it is a mu^ 
bigger a more powerful one than his^ 
Button works! 


People watch a TV news program showing the Twitter post of President 
North Korea’s nuclear issue in Seoul, South Korea, on Wednesday. 


FROM FRONT PAGE 

would not be meaningful un¬ 
less the North was getting 
rid of its nuclear weapons. 

In a morning tweet, Trump said 
the U.S.-led campaign of sanc¬ 
tions and other pressure were be¬ 
ginning to have a “big impact” on 
North Korea. 

He referred to the recent, dra¬ 
matic escape of at least two North 
Korean soldiers across the heav¬ 
ily militarized border into South 
Korea. He also alluded to Kim’s 
comments Monday that he was 
willing to send a delegation to 
the Winter Olympics, which will 
be hosted by South Korea next 
month. 

“Soldiers are dangerously flee¬ 
ing to South Korea. Rocket man 
now wants to talk to South Korea 
for first time. Perhaps that is 
good news, perhaps not — we will 
see!” Trump said, using his deri¬ 
sive moniker for the young North 
Korean leader. 

In response to Kim’s overture. 
South Korea on Tuesday offered 
high-level talks on Jan. 9 at the 
shared border village of Panmun- 
jom to discuss Olympic coopera¬ 
tion and how to improve overall 
ties. 

North Korea did not immedi¬ 


ately react to the South’s proposal. 
If there are talks, they would be 
the first formal dialogue between 
the Koreas since December 2015. 
Relations have plunged as the 
North has accelerated its nuclear 
and ballistic missile development 
that now poses a direct threat to 
America, South Korea’s crucial 
ally. 

The U.S. administration, how¬ 
ever, voiced suspicions that Kim 
was seeking to drive a wedge 
between Seoul and Washington. 
Pyongyang could view a closer 
relationship with Seoul has a way 
for reducing its growing interna¬ 
tional isolation and relief from 
sanctions that are starting to bite 
the North’s meager economy. 

“We won’t take any of the talks 
seriously if they don’t do some¬ 
thing to ban all nuclear weapons 
in North Korea,” U.S. Ambassa¬ 
dor Nikki Haley told reporters at 
the United Nations. “We consider 
this to be a very reckless regime. 
We don’t think we need a Band- 
Aid, and we don’t think we need 
to smile and take a picture.” 

While Trump ratcheted up the 
tension Tuesday night, he doesn’t 
actually have a physical nuclear 
button. 

The process for launching a 
nuclear strike is secret and com¬ 


plex, and involves the use of a nu¬ 
clear “football,” which is carried 
by a rotating group of military of¬ 
ficers everywhere the president 
goes and is equipped with com¬ 
munication tools and a book with 
prepared war plans. 

If the president were to order a 
strike, he would identify himself 
to military officials at the Pen¬ 
tagon with codes unique to him. 
Those codes are recorded on a 


card known as the “biscuit” that 
is carried by the president at all 
times. 

He would then transmit the 
launch order to the Pentagon and 
Strategic Command. 

North Korea has been pun¬ 
ished with unprecedented sanc¬ 
tions at the UN. over its weapons 
programs, and Haley warned 
Tuesday of more measures if the 
North conducts another missile 


Ahn Young-joon/AP 

Donald Trump while reporting 


test. 

In Washington, State Depart¬ 
ment spokeswoman Heather 
Nauert did not express opposition 
Tuesday to South Korea holding 
talks with North Korea but voiced 
deep skepticism about Kim’s in¬ 
tentions, saying he may be “trying 
to drive a wedge of some sort” be¬ 
tween the U.S. and its ally, which 
hosts 28,000 American forces. 
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N. Korea reopens cross-border communications 



Ahn Young-joon/AP 


People watch a TV screen showing North Korean leader Kim Jong 
Un at Seoul Railway Station in Seoul, South Korea, on Wednesday. 
North Korea announced it will reopen a cross-border communication 
channel with South Korea. 


By Hyung-Jin Kim 

Associated Press 

SEOUL, South Korea — North 
Korean leader Kim Jong Un re¬ 
opened a key cross-border com¬ 
munication channel with South 
Korea for the first time in nearly 
two years Wednesday as the rivals 
explored the possibility of sitting 
down and talking after months of 
acrimony and fears of war. 

The sudden signs of easing hos¬ 
tilities came as President Don¬ 
ald Trump threatened Kim with 
nuclear war in response to his 
threat earlier this week. 

In his New Year’s address Mon¬ 
day, Kim said he was willing to 
send a delegation to next month’s 
Winter Olympics in South Korea. 
But he also said he has a “nuclear 
button” on his desk and that all 
US. territory is within striking 
distance of his nuclear weapons, 
comments Trump latched onto 
Tuesday when he boasted of a 
bigger and more powerful “nu¬ 
clear button” than Kim’s. 

The two leaders exchanged 
crude insults last year, as the 
North received new UN. sanc¬ 
tions over its sixth and most pow¬ 
erful nuclear test explosion and a 
series of intercontinental ballistic 
missile launches. 

The recent softening of contact 


between the rival Koreas may 
show a shared interest in im¬ 
proved ties, but there’s no guar¬ 
antee tensions will ease. There 
have been repeated attempts in 
recent years by the rivals to talk, 
but even when they do meet, the 
efforts often end in recrimina¬ 
tions and stalemate. 

Outside critics say Kim may be 
trying to use better ties with South 
Korea as a way to weaken the al¬ 
liance between Washington and 
Seoul as the North grapples with 


toughened international sanc¬ 
tions over its nuclear and missile 
programs. 

Kim’s latest announcement, 
which was read by a senior 
Pyongyang official on state TV, 
followed a South Korean offer on 
Tuesday of high-level talks with 
North Korea to find ways to co¬ 
operate on next month’s Winter 
Olympics in the South and dis¬ 
cuss other inter-Korean issues. 

Ri Son Gwon, chairman of 
the state-run Committee for the 


Peaceful Reunification, cited Kim 
as welcoming South Korea’s over¬ 
ture and ordering officials to re¬ 
open a communication channel at 
the border village of Panmunjom. 
Ri also quoted Kim as ordering 
officials to promptly take substan¬ 
tial measures with South Korea 
out of a “sincere stand and honest 
attitude,” according to the North’s 
state TV and news agency. 

South Korea quickly welcomed 
Kim’s decision and later con¬ 
firmed that the two Koreas began 
preliminary contacts on the chan¬ 
nel. During their 20-minute com¬ 
munication, liaison officials of 
the two Koreas exchanged their 
names and examined their com¬ 
munication lines to make sure 
they were working, according to 
Seoul’s Unification Ministry. 

Since taking office last May, 
South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in has pushed hard to improve 
ties and resume stalled coopera¬ 
tion projects with North Korea. 
Pyongyang had not responded 
to his outreach until Kim’s New 
Year’s address. 

Relations between the Koreas 
soured under Moon’s predeces¬ 
sors, who responded to the North’s 
expanding nuclear program with 
hard-line measures. All m^or 
rapprochement projects were put 
on hold one by one. The Panmun¬ 


jom communication channel had 
been suspended since February 
2016. 

Moon has joined U.S.-led in¬ 
ternational efforts to apply more 
pressure and sanctions on North 
Korea, but he still favors dialogue 
as a way to resolve the nuclear 
standoff The Trump administra¬ 
tion says all options are on the 
table, including military mea¬ 
sures against the North. Moon has 
repeatedly said he opposes any 
war on the Korean Peninsula. 

Some observers believe these 
differences in views may have 
led Kim to think he could drive 
a wedge between Seoul and 
Washington as a way to weaken 
their alliance and international 
sanctions. 

Talks could provide a tempo¬ 
rary thaw in strained inter-Ko¬ 
rean ties, but conservative critics 
worry that they may only earn the 
North time to perfect its nuclear 
weapons. 

After the Olympics, inter-Kore¬ 
an ties could become frosty again 
because the North has made it 
clear it has no intention of accept¬ 
ing international calls for nuclear 
disarmament and instead wants 
to bolster its weapons arsenal in 
the face of what it considers in¬ 
creasing US. threats, analysts 
say. 
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Justin jACOBs/Courtesy of the U.S. Air Force 

Col. William Burks, 455th Air Expeditionary Wing vice commander, plugs the new Comprehensive Airman Rtness network 
Ethernet cable into a server rack at Bagram Air Field, Afghanistan, in October. 

AF boosts Kabul connections 

Troops welcome improved Wi-Fi access at Bagram Air Field 


By Chad Garland 
Stars and Stripes 

BAGRAM AIR FIELD, Afghanistan 
— The Air Force hopes to boost morale and 
performance here by improving Wi-Fi ac¬ 
cess to make it easier for servicemembers to 
stay in touch with stateside family. 

That should allay the concerns of some 
people back home. 

Technological advances in the 17 years 
since the start of the Afghan War have en¬ 
abled deployed troops to connect with loved 
ones like never before, but friends and fam¬ 
ily in the States occasionally take that for 
granted — sometimes panicking when they 
haven’t heard from their deployed loved 
ones in a day or two. 

Afghanistan may be a war zone, but troops 
here say the reasons for a missed phone call 
are often the more mundane deployment 
challenges of long work days or limited in¬ 
ternet access. It’s usually nothing to worry 
about. 

“No word is good word,” said Sgt. Seth Kill- 
ingsworth, one of the Marines responsible 
for security on the sprawling U.S. base north 
of Kabul. He had just finished a Christmas 
morning video chat from his office with his 
wife in Escondido, Calif, via Apple’s Face- 
Time app, but he said such connectivity’s not 
guaranteed. “Just because we have it here, 
don’t expect that. It might just be letters like 
back in the day.” 

To help ensure airmen get their Face- 
Time with home, the Air Force increased 
bandwidth at Bagram by 800 percent in 
November, to 5-megabit-per-second connec¬ 
tion speeds for each device. The speed was 
bumped up again to 10 megabits per second 
in December as part of a $1.4 million con¬ 
tract with a local service provider. 

That’s a little over half the average con¬ 
nection speed in the United States, accord¬ 
ing to Akamai Technologies, a Cambridge, 
Mass.-based content-delivery and cloud-ser¬ 
vices provider, but it’s fast enough to watch 
HD quality video on Netflix or make a group 
call to several friends and family members 
on Skype. 

Speedier connectivity will help airmen 
stay mentally, physically, emotionally and 
spiritually fit — the four “domains” of the 
Air Force’s Comprehensive Airman Fitness 
program — said Lt. Col. Kevin Childs, com¬ 
mander of the 455th Expeditionary Commu¬ 
nications Squadron, which is responsible for 
the upgrades. 



Chad GARLANo/Stars and Stripes 


Tech. Sgt. Tarah White takes a video on 
her smartphone during a Christmas Eve 
USO show at Bagram. 

The program is aimed at helping Air 
Force members and their families care for 
each other and weather the challenges of 
military life, such as deployments. It helps 
keep airmen resilient and ready so they can 
contribute to a “successful train, advise and 
assist Afghanistan campaign,” Childs said in 
a statement. 

In practical terms, the speed boost means 
higher resolution images on video calls back 
home, said Capt. Lyndsey Horn, a spokes¬ 
woman for the 455th Air Expeditionary 
Wing. 

“These moments of normalcy provide 
a stress relief to our airmen,” Horn said. 
“When they return to duty later, they can 
focus solely on the mission.” 

That mission includes defending the air¬ 
field, supporting counterterrorism air op¬ 
erations and flying close air support, airlift, 
search-and-rescue, electronic warfare and 
aeromedical evacuation operations. 

The Wi-Fi project is also set to replace 
outdated access points in the base’s common 
areas and 21 dormitories this month and 
upgrade core infrastructure by May, Horn 
said. 

While the Comprehensive Airman Fitness 
Wi-Fi is available only to the nearly 1,800 
airmen at Bagram assigned to the 455th Air 
Expeditionary Wing, around 1,600 other 
U.S. and coalition servicemembers, civilians 
and contractors can access free wireless in¬ 
ternet service at USO and Morale, Welfare 
and Recreation lounges, and paid connec¬ 
tions elsewhere. 

Personal mobile internet modems, along 
with SIM cards from local providers and 


prepaid voice and data plans, can also be 
purchased at a shop in the base exchange. 
Troops regularly line up to check their bal¬ 
ances or top off their plans. 

Compared with a deployment to Bagram 
in 2012-13, staying in touch has gotten “a ton 
better,” said Tech. Sgt. Tarah White, a com¬ 
munications installer who’s pulled fiber and 
copper cable as part of the network overhaul 
on this deployment. On her previous deploy¬ 
ment she had to constantly load up on pre¬ 
paid calling cards. “This time, I haven’t had 
to use them at all,” she said. 

The improved link to home was especially 
helpful when her mother was in and out of 
the hospital and she had to help make deci¬ 
sions about her care. She’s also been able to 
stay in touch with her boyfriend, who’s de¬ 
ployed in Iraq. 

“I can text him in the morning, text him 
goodnight and he gets it,” White said. 

Deployed troops in Iraq have noted better 
communications than just a few years ago, 
when costs or limited availability meant 
shorter and less frequent calls and internet 
access. 

Despite spotty coverage, soldiers in a 
makeshift camp on the edge of the battle for 
Mosul last Christmas were able to text their 
families. At established bases, more band¬ 
width-intensive activities were possible, 
such as video calls. 

Servicemembers at Bagram who can’t ac¬ 
cess the speedier Air Force Wi-Fi get by on 
the hodge-podge of other networks, but con¬ 
nectivity challenges are still common enough 
that they were the subject of several jokes 
during a recent Christmas Eve USO show. 
Troops laughed and some hollered agree¬ 
ment when professional wrestler Michael 
“The Miz” Mizanin joked that he failed after 
trying for two hours to load a brief video clip 
for his fans on Instagram. 

Comedian and actor Adam Devine said 
he was surprised by how slow connection 
speeds were. 

“I kind of always thought the military 
had like some secret technology that, uh, 
we weren’t sharing with the general pub¬ 
lic,” Devine said. “But after being at several 
bases I know that that is a lie.” 

Still, for White, who was standing in the 
audience and had taken a video to share on¬ 
line later, it doesn’t take much to reassure 
loved ones with a quick message: “I’m still 
good.” 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 


By Chad Garland 
Stars and Stripes 

KABUL, Afghanistan — A U.S. soldier 
killed in a New Year’s Day firefight in east¬ 
ern Afghanistan, the first U.S. combat fa¬ 
tality of 2018, has been identified as Green 
Beret Sgt. 1st Class Mihail Golin. 

Golin, 34, of Fort Lee, N. J., was a Special 
Forces weapons sergeant assigned to Fort 
Carson, Colo.-based B Company, 2nd Battal¬ 
ion, 10th Special Forces Group. 

New Jersey Sen. Cory Booker identified 
Golin in a statement Tuesday, but the Penta¬ 
gon did not release the slain soldier’s name 
until Wednesday. 

Golin was the 16th U.S. servicemember 
killed in Nangarhar province since the be¬ 
ginning of 2015. It’s there that U.S. and Af¬ 
ghan forces have been aggressively battling 
an affiliate of Islamic State known as ISIS- 
Khorasan. The Taliban also operates in the 
province. 

Four other servicemembers were wound¬ 
ed in Monday’s fighting. Two had returned 
to service as of Tuesday, and the others were 
being treated in stable condition, the mili¬ 
tary said. 

Gen. John W. Nich¬ 
olson, the top U.S. 
commander in Af¬ 
ghanistan, said in a 
statement Tuesday 
that he was deeply 
saddened by Golin’s 
death and offered 
his sympathy to the 
fallen soldier’s family 
and friends. 

Golin’s daughter 
and mother live in 
Englewood, Colo., 
and his father lives in Brooklyn, the news 
website NJ.com reported, citing a casualty 
announcement provided to members of Con¬ 
gress and governors. 

Golin was born in Riga, Latvia, in 1983 
and moved to the United States in October 
2004, according to a biography provided by 
Lt. Col. Robert Bockholt, a spokesman for the 
U.S. Army’s Special Operations Command. 

After enlisting in the Army in 2005 and 
completing basic training and advanced 
individual training, Golin was assigned as 
an infantryman with 3rd Battalion, 509th 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 4th Brigade 
Combat Team (Airborne) at Joint Base El- 
mendorf-Richardson, Alaska. 

He later volunteered for training to be¬ 
come a Green Beret and completed the Ar¬ 
my’s Special Forces Qualification Course in 
November 2014, after which he was assigned 
to 10th group. 

His deployment to Afghanistan in Septem¬ 
ber 2017 with the 2nd Battalion, 10th Special 
Force Group (Airborne), was his fourth. He 
served in Iraq during Operation Iraqi Free¬ 
dom and served twice in support of Opera¬ 
tion Enduring Freedom in Afghanistan. 

A recipient of the Purple Heart Medal with 
one oak leaf cluster, Golin was also awarded 
an Army Commendation Medal with two 
oak leaf clusters and an Army Achievement 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, among 
others. 

In a statement, Booker said Golin had 
served with courage and distinction. 

“Let us honor Sgt. Golin’s extraordinary 
courage by reflecting on his commitment to 
the nation he loved, and by recognizing the 
profound debt of gratitude we owe to him and 
to his family for their sacrifice,” Booker said. 

garland.chad@stripes.com 
Twitter: @chadgarland 
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Storm brings ice, 
misery to South 

Cold, snow forecast to spread to Carolinas 


By Russ Bynum 
Associated Press 

SAVANNAH, Ga. — A brutal 
winter storm scattered a wintry 
mix of snow, sleet and freezing 
rain from normally balmy north 
Florida up the Southeast seaboard 
Wednesday, adding to the misery 
of a bitter cold snap as bridges 
iced over and cars spun out on 
slickened overpasses. 

The Savannah/Hilton Head In¬ 
ternational Airport, which serves 
much of the Georgia and South 
Carolina coasts, announced in a 
statement Wednesday morning 
that it had closed as ice and snow 
fell on the Georgia coast. 

The storm also prompted offi¬ 
cials to close Charleston Interna¬ 
tional Airport in South Carolina 
on Wednesday morning. 

The airport said in a twitter 
message that Joint Base Charles¬ 
ton has closed the runways be¬ 
cause of ice. The airport shares 
runways with the U.S. Air Force 
at the North Charleston facility. 

The airport said flight opera¬ 
tions would not resume until the 
Air Force determines the run¬ 
ways are safe for aircraft and 
passengers. 

Only a few motorists ventured 
out in freezing rain that coated 
bridges and ramps with ice, forc¬ 
ing police to close roads and 
highways in the historic Georgia 
coastal city of Savannah. Some 
cars spun out into guardrails and 
ice from rain and freezing rain 
coated the windshields of cars. 
Police urged drivers to stay off 
the roads in a region little accus¬ 
tomed to the kind of winter woes 
common to the Northeast. 

The National Weather Ser¬ 
vice said the snow and freezing 
rain was expected to spread up 
the coast to the Carolinas amid 
warnings that icy roads and low 
visibility could make driving 
treacherous. Accumulations of 3 
to 5 inches were possible in east¬ 
ern North Carolina. 

Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal 
declared a state of emergency 
through Friday for 28 counties 
because of the frigid weather. 

The weather service said up to 
an inch of snow could fall as far 
south as Tallahassee, Fla. In fact, 
snow began falling in Tallahassee 


early Wednesday — a rare occur¬ 
rence in the north Florida city. 

In central Florida, the state’s 
largest theme parks announced 
that water attractions such as 
Disney’s Typhoon Lagoon, Uni¬ 
versal Orlando’s Volcano Bay and 
SeaWorld’s Aquatica were closed 
Wednesday because of the cold 
snap. 

In other parts of the U.S., dan¬ 
gerously cold temperatures have 
been blamed for at least a dozen 
deaths as well as freezing a water 
tower in Iowa and halting ferry 
service in New York. 

The northwest Indiana city of 
Lafayette got down to minus 19, 
shattering the previous record of 
minus 5 for the date, set in 1979, 
the National Weather Service 
said. 

With Chicago-area wind chills 
expected between minus 35 and 
minus 20 degrees, forecasters 
warned of frost bite and hypother¬ 
mia risks and urged residents to 
take precautions, including dress¬ 
ing in layers, wearing a hat and 
gloves, covering exposed skin and 
bringing pets indoors. 

Atlanta hospitals were see¬ 
ing a surge in emergency room 
visits for hypothermia and other 
ailments as temperatures plunge 
well below freezing. 

“We have a group of patients 
who are coming in off the street 
who are looking to escape the cold 
— we have dozens and dozens of 
those every day,” said Dr. Brooks 
Moore, associate medical director 
in the emergency department of 
Grady Health System, which op¬ 
erates Georgia’s largest hospital 
in Atlanta. 

Warming shelters were opened 
across the South as freeze watch¬ 
es and warnings blanketed the 
region, including hard freeze 
warnings for much of Louisiana, 
Mississippi and Alabama. 

Plunging temperatures in Texas 
brought rare snow flurries as far 
south as Austin, and accidents 
racked up on icy roads across the 
state. 

Making the most of the South’s 
bitter cold snap, the North Caro¬ 
lina Zoo in Asheboro offered dis¬ 
counted tickets for those willing 
to brave the cold to see polar bears 
frolic in their kind of weather, 
along with Arctic foxes and elk. 




Above: Tony Sampson, who 
received a blanket from Star of 
Hope’s Love in Action van, tries 
to warm up by a fire under the 
Eastex Freeway as temperatures 
hover in the 30s on Tuesday 
in Houston. Plunging overnight 
temperatures in Texas brought 
rare snow flurries as far south 
as Austin. 

Left: From left, Ryan Harbaugh, 
Tyler Pettit and Corey Glasgow, 
all of Butler, Pa., try to keep 
warm in their enclosure while 
they ice fish Tuesday near 
Prospect, Pa. 

Top photo by Michael Ciaglo, Houston 
Chronicle; left photo by Darrell Sapp, 
(Pittsburgh, Pa.) Post-Gazette/AP 


Nudists covering up during cold snap 


By Nick Reimann 
The New Orleans Advocate 

SLIDELL, La. — With one of the longest and 
chilliest cold snaps in years taking hold across 
south Louisiana, everyone seems to be bundling 
up. Even nudists. 

“We may be nudists, but we ain’t stupid,” said 
Travis David, who does maintenance work at the 
Indian Hills Nudist Park in Slidell — Louisiana’s 
only such attraction. 

David was fully clothed — heavily clothed 
— from head to toe Tuesday, responding to calls 
about broken pipes from the prolonged freezing 
temperatures the roughly 50-acre park just west 
of Slidell has seen over the last few days. 

His face, though, was red from exposure to the 
low wind chills — a different, and more limited, 
sort of exposure than he has at warmer times of 
the year. 

That’s because, for David, doing everything 
from cleaning up to putting in light bulbs isn’t a 
good reason to put on clothes. 


The cold, on the other hand, is, unless the situa¬ 
tion calls for it. 

“On Dec. 8 when it snowed, he got naked and in 
the (heated) pond,” park operator Tracia Kraemer 
said. 

Much like this week, temperatures got cold 
enough to cause problems with pipes then. Having 
one of those pipes break in the pond left little al¬ 
ternative but for David to strip down and dive in. 

But David wasn’t the only one who took it all off 
to take in the rare snowfall. 

“We have some that come out. They don’t care,” 
said Hilda Kraemer, Tracia’s mother-in-law and 
the park’s owner. “When it was snowing we had 
six people in the hot tub.” 

The 101-degree hot tub and 91-degree pool have 
been empty this week, though. As have fishing 
areas at the two stocked ponds and many of the 13 
cabins on the property, Tracia Kraemer said . 

That didn’t stop the park from hosting a New 
Year’s Eve party that drew 80 people to pack the 
recently renovated clubhouse, leaving every cabin 
booked and some guests even sleeping in tents. 
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2 new Dems narrow GOP Senate majority 


By Kevin Freeing 
AND Kimberly Chandler 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Two new Demo¬ 
crats will be sworn in to the U.S. Senate 
on Wednesday, narrowing the Republican 
m^ority and complicating efforts by Ma¬ 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell to advance 
the White House’s legislative agenda be¬ 
fore the midterm elections in November. 

Doug Jones, the first Alabama Demo¬ 
crat elected to the Senate in a quarter cen¬ 
tury, is one of two new members who will 
take the oath of office on the Senate floor 
at noon. 

The other is Minnesota Lt. Gov. Tina 
Smith, who was appointed to replace A1 
Franken following the Democrat’s resig¬ 
nation over accusations of sexual miscon¬ 
duct. Smith also plans to compete in the 
special election taking place in November 
to complete the final two years of Frank- 
en’s term. 

They will narrow the Republican m^or- 
ity to 51-49. 


Jones, 63, will rep¬ 
resent one of the most 
conservative states 
in the nation and is 
stressing his desire to 
work with both par¬ 
ties. He will be under 
pressure to find some 
areas of agreement 
with Republicans and 
has cited the fund¬ 
ing of infrastructure 
improvements as one 
possible avenue. 

“I will be an independent voice and work 
to find common ground with my colleagues 
on both sides of the aisle to get Washing¬ 
ton back on track and fight to make our 
country a better place for all,” Jones said 
after defeating Republican Roy Moore in 
a special election rocked by allegations of 
sexual misconduct against Moore. Jones 
will take the seat once held by Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions. 

Before the Senate seat belonged to Ses¬ 
sions, it belonged to the man Jones con¬ 


sidered his mentor, 
the late Sen. Howell 
Heflin. Jones worked 
for Heflin as a staffer 
after graduating from 
law school in 1979. 
Heflin was the last 
Democrat to repre¬ 
sent Alabama in the 
U.S. Senate. 

Jones said for that 
reason, Wednesday 
will feel something 
like a homecoming, bringing his career 
full circle. During the swearing-in, Jones 
will be wearing a pair of Heflin’s cufflinks. 
Jones plans to place one of Heflin’s cigar 
boxes in his office. 

“To be able to have done the things I’ve 
done and end up back here is just a re¬ 
markable thing,” Jones said. “I am looking 
forward to getting my feet wet and getting 
to know my colleagues and jumping into 
the action.” 

Jones said he is hopeful that he comes 
to the Senate with a “little bit of a voice” 


because of the attention on the Alabama 
race. 

“There are a lot of people who didn’t 
vote for me, and I hope they will keep an 
open mind because I am going to try to be 
the best senator I can for the state to try to 
move the state forward as a whole and not 
just one particular group or philosophy,” 
he said. 

Jones made it clear during the campaign 
that he was opposed to the GOP’s efforts 
to repeal President Barack Obama’s signa¬ 
ture health care overhaul, the Affordable 
Care Act. He said the efforts would drive 
up costs and lead to the closure of more 
rural health care facilities in the state. 
“That is a nonstarter,” Jones said. 

Smith, 59, served as chief of staff to Min¬ 
nesota Gov. Mark Dayton before becoming 
his No. 2 when the previous lieutenant gov¬ 
ernor declined to seek a second term. 

Smith is known largely as a liberal Dem¬ 
ocrat who has maintained connections to 
the state’s large and politically powerful 
business community. 



Hatch to retire, leaving 
an opening for Romney 


By Matthew Daly 
AND Kevin Freeing 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Republican 
Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utah said 
Tuesday he will not seek re-elec¬ 
tion after serving more than 40 
years in the Senate, opening the 
door for 2012 GOP presidential 
nominee Mitt Romney to run for 
his seat. 

The 83-year-old Hatch, the 
longest-serving Republican in 
the Senate, opted for retirement 
despite a full-court press from 
President Donald Trump to stay 
in Washington, particularly as 
Romney’s ambition for the seat 
became apparent. 

Romney was a vocal critic of 
Trump’s during the 2016 election 
and could be a potential thorn in 
the president’s side in the Sen¬ 
ate. He also has drawn the ire of 
Trump’s former White House ad¬ 
viser, Steve Bannon, who recently 
derided Romney as a draft dodg¬ 
er who “hid behind” his Mormon 
religion to avoid serving in the 
Vietnam War. 

Hatch said he decided to retire 
at the end of his seventh term 
after “much prayer and discus¬ 
sion with family and friends” 
over the holiday break. He said 
he’s always been a fighter, “but 
every good fighter knows when to 
hang up the gloves.” 

“Only in a nation like ours could 
someone like me — the scrappy 
son of a simple carpenter — grow 
up to become a United States Sen¬ 
ator,” he added. 

Trump had been open in recent 
months about pressuring Hatch 
to stay in the Senate, and his pri¬ 
vate lobbying campaign was bol¬ 
stered by a public love fest, with 
Trump inviting Hatch with him 
on Air Force One in December 
when he shrunk the boundaries 


of two Utah monuments. 

“Congratulations to Senator 
Orrin Hatch on an absolutely in¬ 
credible career. He has been a 
tremendous supporter, and I will 
never forget the (beyond kind) 
statements he has made about 
me as President,” Trump tweeted 
Tuesday. “He is my friend and he 
will be greatly missed in the U.S. 
Senate!” 

Hatch chairs the powerful Sen¬ 
ate Finance 
d— Committee 
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Sen. Orrin persuading 
Hatch Trump to sign 
proclama¬ 
tions scaling 
back the two Utah monuments 
that Hatch and other conserva¬ 
tives considered examples of gov¬ 
ernment overreach. 

Romney, the former Massachu¬ 
setts governor who now lives in 
Utah, thanked Hatch in a state¬ 
ment on Facebook and said Hatch 
“has represented the interests of 
Utah with distinction and honor.” 

Romney’s statement did not 
mention his own plans. 

If he ran, Romney would enter 
the Senate race as the heavy fa¬ 
vorite, having carried Utah in 
2012 by a margin of nearly 3-to- 
1 over Democrat Barack Obama. 
Romney would likely be among 
a small number of influential 
Republicans willing to take on 
Trump. 

He was an early critic of the 
billionaire businessman, label¬ 


ing Trump 
“a phony, a 
fraud. His 
promises are 
as worth- 




Romney Romney 

submitted 

himself as a 

candidate to be secretary of state 
in an excruciatingly public inter¬ 
view process. But since Trump 
has moved into the White House, 
Romney has been a frequent de¬ 
tractor, particularly after Trump 
equivocated on condemning white 
supremacists in Charlottesville 
last summer. 

White House press secretary 
Sarah Huckabee Sanders said 
Tuesday she had not discussed 
Romney’s potential candidacy 
with Trump and could not say 
whether the president would sup¬ 
port him. 

Amid earlier speculation about 
Hatch’s plans, the Utah senator 
stepped up to defend Romney, a 
fellow Mormon, against criticism 
from Bannon. 

At a rally for Alabama Senate 
candidate Roy Moore, Bannon 
called Romney a draft dodger 
who “hid behind” his religion. 
Romney received a draft defer¬ 
ment for missionary work in 
France during Vietnam. 

Hatch called Bannon’s attack 
“disappointing and unjustified” 
and said Romney “has sought 
every opportunity” to serve the 
country. 


House speaker in Ky. 
reneges on resignation 


By Adam Beam 
Associated Press 

FRANKFORT, Ky.—Kentucky 
lawmakers must attend training 
to prevent sexual harassment one 
day after the House speaker tem¬ 
porarily ceded power while in¬ 
vestigators probe a secret sexual 
harassment settlement signed by 
four Republicans. 

Jeff Hoover had announced 
he would resign as speaker two 
months ago, shortly after ac¬ 
knowledging he secretly settled 
a sexual harassment claim out¬ 
side of court with a woman who 
worked for the House Republican 
Caucus. 

But Tuesday, when the legis¬ 
lature convened. Hoover did not 
resign. Instead, he authorized 
House Speaker Pro Tempore 
David Osborne to preside over the 
chamber “until further notice.” 
That opens the door for Hoover to 
return as speaker once the Legis¬ 
lative Ethics Commission finish¬ 
es looking into the settlement and 
whether Hoover and others used 
money from political donors and 
lobbyists to pay it. 

Meanwhile, Hoover and others 
must attend mandatory anti-ha¬ 
rassment training on Wednesday. 
It’s part of reforms put in place 
several years ago after some state 
workers sued a former Democrat¬ 
ic state representative for sexual 
harassment. 

Hoover had announced his res¬ 
ignation in November, one of doz¬ 
ens of powerful men across the 
country toppled by allegations 
of sexual harassment or abuse. 
He denied sexually harassing a 
woman who once worked for the 
House Republican Caucus, al¬ 
though he acknowledged sending 
her inappropriate but consensual 
text messages. 

At the time. Hoover said his 


resignation was “effective imme¬ 
diately” and in the best interest of 
the state. But his resignation does 
not become official unless he for¬ 
mally submits it to the House, 
and he can only do that when the 
House is in session. 

When the House convened. 
Hoover said he has heard from 
“both Republicans and Demo¬ 
crats, as well as business leaders, 
political leaders and others across 
the Commonwealth, encouraging 
me to reconsider my decision to 
resign.” 

“As I con¬ 
sider the 
best course 
forward, and 
in light of the 
two pend¬ 
ing issues 
before the 
Legislative 
Ethics Com¬ 
mission, I 
Hoover have asked 
speaker Pro 
Tempore David Osborne to serve, 
as the Rules of the House of 
Representatives provides, as the 
presiding officer until further no¬ 
tice,” Hoover said in a statement. 

Confusion spread on the House 
floor, as Osborne gaveled the 
House in session with Hoover’s 
name still adorning the dais over¬ 
looking the chamber. Hoover’s 
assigned seat had been moved to 
the back row, and he left shortly 
after registering his attendance. 

“Jeff Hoover is still the speaker 
of the House,” Osborne told re¬ 
porters Tuesday. 

Osborne would not say whether 
Hoover still attends leadership 
meetings or gives instructions to 
GOP leaders. He said Hoover is 
still a member of two influential 
committees that determine which 
bills get debated on the House 
floor. 
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Homeland chief: 
Wall is priority 

By Elliot Spagat 

Associated Press 



Gregory Bull/AP 


Homeland Security Secretary Kirstjen Nielsen told The Associated 
Press that the administration doesn’t endorse citizenship for 
recipients of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program but 
that it would consider legislation that Congress passes. 


SAN DIEGO — The Trump 
administration would consider 
immigration legislation that in¬ 
cludes a pathway to citizenship 
for hundreds of thousands of 
young people, the U.S. Homeland 
Security secretary said Tuesday, 
while emphasizing no decision on 
that issue has been made and a 
border wall remains the priority. 

Congress is considering three 
options, including citizenship 
or permanent legal status for 
people who were temporarily 
shielded from deportation. Sec¬ 
retary Kirstjen Nielsen said in an 
interview 

Details on qualifying for 
citizenship, including on how 
many years to wait and other 
requirements, would have to be 
addressed. 

Asked whether the president 
would support citizenship, she 
said, “I think he’s open to hear¬ 
ing about the different possibili¬ 
ties and what it means but, to my 
knowledge, there certainly hasn’t 
been any decision from the White 
House.” 

In September, Trump said he 
wouldn’t consider citizenship for 
DACA recipients — an Obama- 
era program that Trump said 
last year he was ending. He gave 
Congress until March to deliver a 
legislative fix. 

The options being considered 
by Congress include permanent 
residency, residency for a certain 
amount of time — perhaps three 
or four years, subject to renewal 


— and citizenship, Nielsen said. 

“It will be interesting to see 
where (Congress) can get com¬ 
fortable with what they mean 
by what is a permanent fix but 
the idea would be that you move 
away from a temporary status,” 
she said. 

In October, the president pre¬ 
sented congressional leaders with 
a long list of demands to accom¬ 
pany protection for DACA recipi¬ 
ent, many of which Democrats 
shrugged off. 

The secretary said she was 
hopeful the White House and 
Congress can reach a deal that 
includes border and immigration 
enforcement measures. She said 
building a wall along the Mexico 
border was “first and foremost,” 
and the administration wanted 
to end “loopholes” on issues that 
include handling asylum claims 
and local police working with im¬ 
migration authorities. 

“I remain optimistic. You have 
to be,” Nielsen said. “It’s very 
important. The American people 
have said they wanted it. I think 
we should find common ground. 
The devil’s in the detail.” 

Nielsen said she and other 
senior administration officials 
would discuss a potential deal 
with members of Congress this 
week, and the president would 
take it up in a meeting Wednes¬ 
day with congressional leaders on 
legislative priorities for 2018. 

The secretary spoke hours 
after the president blasted Demo¬ 
crats for “doing nothing” to pro¬ 
tect DACA recipients. Trump 
tweeted that “DACA activists and 


Hispanics will go hard against 
Dems, will start ‘falling in love’ 
with Republicans and their Presi¬ 
dent! We are about RESULTS.” 

Nielsen, who visited prototypes 
of Trump’s proposed border wall 
in San Diego, said the president 
would request $1.6 billion next 
year for the barrier, in addition 
to $1.6 billion he is seeking this 
year to build or replace 74 miles 
in California and Texas. 

Trump has met stiff Democrat¬ 
ic opposition to the wall, a central 
campaign pledge. Barriers cur¬ 
rently cover 654 miles, or about 


one-third of the border, much of 
it built during George W. Bush’s 
presidency. 

Nielsen said closing enforce¬ 
ment “loopholes” was also a pri¬ 
ority. She mentioned refusals by 
some local police to honor re¬ 
quests from federal authorities 
to detain people in the country 
illegally; special legal protections 
for unaccompanied children who 
enter the country illegally and 
are not from Mexico or Canada; 
and criteria for passing an initial 
screening on asylum claims. 


Trump cheers 
Iran protesters 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Trump 
administration on Tuesday threw 
the weight of the U.S. government 
behind the protesters taking to the 
streets of Iran, rooting them on 
despite the risk of helping Iranian 
authorities dismiss a week of mqjor 
demonstrations as the product of 
American instigation. 

As Iran’s supreme leader ac¬ 
cused “enemies of Iran” of trying 
to destabilize his country, the State 
Department pressed Tehran to un¬ 
block social media sites used by the 
protesters. It even offered advice 
to tech-sawy Iranians on circum¬ 
venting state internet controls. 

President Donald Trump de¬ 
clared it was “time for change” in 
Iran, and other officials floated the 
possibility of additional sanctions. 
At the United Nations, Ambassa¬ 
dor Nikki Haley sought a Security 
Council meeting to show support 
for those protesting in the Islamic 
Republic. 

Borrowing from a response 
playbook it has used before, Iran’s 
government blamed the US., 
Saudi Arabia and Britain for the 
protests. 

Trump was undeterred, praising 
Iranians for “finally acting against 
the brutal and corrupt Iranian re¬ 
gime.” In an allusion to possible 
sanctions in response to human 
rights violations. Trump said the 
United States would closely moni¬ 
tor the situation. 

“The U.S. is watching!” the pres¬ 
ident tweeted. 

Beyond rhetoric, though, it 
wasn’t clear what the Trump ad¬ 
ministration could do substantively 
to empower the protesters. 

Under President Barack Obama, 
the U.S. took a more cautious ap¬ 
proach during the last mqjor wave 
of anti-government protests. It was 
concerned about enabling Iranian 
authorities to exploit long-standing 
suspicions of the U.S. 


Trump threatens to cut Palestinian aid 


Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — Acknowledg¬ 
ing his push to broker peace in the 
Middle East has stalled. President 
Donald Trump appeared to threat¬ 
en to cut off U.S. aid money to the 
Palestinian Authority, asking why 
the U.S. should make “any of these 
massive future payments” when 
the Palestinians are “no longer 
willing to talk peace.” 

Trump, in a pair of tweets, 
said “we pay the Palestinians 
HUNDRED OF MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS a year and get no ap¬ 
preciation or respect.” 

“They don’t even want to negoti¬ 
ate a long overdue ... peace treaty 
with Israel,” he wrote. 

Trump infuriated Palestinians 
and Muslims across the Middle 
East when he announced late last 
year that the U.S. would consider 
Jerusalem the capital of Israel and 
move its embassy there, upending 
decades of U.S. policy and igniting 
protests. 

While the Palestinians haven’t 
closed the door to a potential deal 
with Israel, Palestinian leader Mah¬ 
moud Abbas said the announcement 


had destroyed Trump’s credibility 
as a Mideast peace broker, calling 
the decision “a declaration of with¬ 
drawal from the role it has played 
in the peace process.” 

Senior Palestinian leader Hanan 
Ashrawi said in a statement 
Wednesday that Trump had “sin- 
glehandedly destroyed the very 
foundations of peace” with his Je¬ 
rusalem declaration. 

Tuesday’s tweets are a tacit ad¬ 
mission by Trump that his deci¬ 
sion to move the U.S. Embassy in 
Israel from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
has thrown a wrench into his ad¬ 
ministration’s plans to restart the 
peace process between Israelis and 
Palestinians, which he had dubbed 
“the ultimate deal.” 

Trump tasked son-in-law Jared 
Kushner with restarting the effort, 
and brought his former attorney, 
Jason Greenblatt, into the White 
House to lead the negotiations. 
Trump’s Mideast peace team had 
held meetings with Israeli, Pales¬ 
tinian and Arab leaders for nearly 
a year ahead of an expected peace 
proposal. 

But by recognizing Israel’s claim 


to Jerusalem, Trump was seen by 
the Palestinians as siding with Is¬ 
rael on the most sensitive issue in 
the conflict. The Palestinians seek 
east Jerusalem—which Israel cap¬ 
tured in 1967 — for their capital. 

Trump on Tuesday also issued a 
threat to cut off foreign aid dollars 
to an unspecified list of countries 
that don’t reciprocate. 

“It’s not ordy Pakistan that we 
pay billions of dollars to for noth¬ 
ing, but also many other countries, 
and others,” Trump wrote, appear¬ 
ing to reference a Jan. 1 tweet lam¬ 
basting Pakistan for failing to do 
enough to combat terrorist groups 
while taking U.S. aid. “No more!” 
Trump had tweeted Monday. 

Trump’s language marks a strik¬ 
ing departure from decades of bi¬ 
partisan American practice and 
reflects Trump’s transactional view 
of global affairs. U.S. leaders of 
both parties have long utilized for¬ 
eign assistance dollars — a minor 
percentage of the overall budget 
— to promote American interests 
abroad, alleviate humanitarian cri¬ 
ses and support oppressed peoples. 
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VA document: Gunman had fled mental ward 


By Dan Elliott 

Associated Press 

DENVER — The gunman who 
killed a Colorado sheriffs deputy 
escaped from the mental health 
ward of a VA hospital in Wyo¬ 
ming in 2014 but was located and 
returned, according to a Depart¬ 
ment of Veterans Affairs docu¬ 
ment obtained by The Associated 
Press on Tuesday. 

The document was provided to 
the AP by a congressional aide on 
condition of anonymity because 
the aide was not authorized to re¬ 
lease it. The document was first 
reported by The Denver Post. 

The gunman, Matthew Riehl, 
fatally shot Douglas County Dep¬ 
uty Zackari Parrish and wounded 
four other officers Sunday, Colo¬ 
rado authorities said. Riehl was 
killed by a SWAT team. 

The VA document said Riehl 
was hospitalized at the veterans 
medical center in Sheridan, Wyo., 
in April 2014 after a psychotic ep¬ 
isode. The document said he es¬ 
caped but was found and brought 
back. 

The VA issued a statement say¬ 
ing it “cannot ordinarily discuss 
the specific care of any veteran 
without a privacy release.” A 
spokeswoman for the Sheridan 
VA hospital did not respond to an 
after-hours phone message and 
email. 

In addition to Riehl’s hospi¬ 
talization in Sheridan, the VA 
document said he had an “ur¬ 
gent contact for mental health” 
with another VA facility in July 
2015. It did not describe the na¬ 
ture of the contact or say where 
that facility was, but it was in the 
department’s Eastern Colorado 
Health Care System, which in¬ 
cludes a hospital in Denver and 
nine clinics in other cities. 

The document said Riehl was 


on multiple 
medica¬ 
tions in 2015 
stemming 
from an ear¬ 
lier hospi¬ 
talization, 
but it did 
not say what 
those medi¬ 
cations were 
or why they 
had been 
prescribed. 

The document identified Riehl 
as an Army veteran who was 
honorably discharged. It said 
his records did not list any mili¬ 
tary service-related psychiatric 
disorders. 

Colorado authorities said Riehl 
served in Iraq. 

Officials said Riehl, 37, was 
armed with a rifle and ambushed 
the officers at his apartment in 
Highlands Ranch, 16 miles south 
of Denver. 

Four deputies, including Par¬ 
rish, were shot in the initial gun¬ 
fire. A police officer was wounded 
later. 

The wounded officers managed 
to get away but had to leave Par¬ 
rish behind because of their inju¬ 
ries and the ongoing gunfire. Two 
people in nearby apartment units 
were also wounded. 

The SWAT team arrived about 
1 Vi hours after the confrontation 
began, and Riehl was killed in a 
gunfight. Authorities said Riehl 
fired more than 100 rounds dur¬ 
ing the prolonged standoff 

Before the shooting, Riehl 
made videos showing himself 
calling 911 and then opening his 
apartment door and talking to re¬ 
sponding officers. 

The footage, livestreamed 
on Periscope, was obtained by 
Denver’s KUSA-TV. The station 
broadcast clips from two videos 




Dougal Brownlie, The (Colorado Springs, Colo.) Gazette/AP 

Grade Parrish and her daughters are consoled at a remembrance and candlelight vigil for her husband, 
Deputy Zackari Parrish, at Mission Hills Church in Littleton, Colo., on Monday. 


in which Riehl says he would not 
hurt anyone except to defend him¬ 
self before calling authorities. 

“Maybe I bought over 1,000 
rounds of ammunition from 
Walmart. It’s not illegal,” he 
says. 

When authorities arrive at Rie- 
hl’s suburban Denver apartment, 
the footage shows him talking to 
at least two officers, telling them 
he wants to file an emergency 


restraining order against his do¬ 
mestic partner. He is upset when 
one officer offers to give him a 
phone number to call, and leaves 
the doorway to go back into a 
room. 

The TV station said Douglas 
County Sheriff Tony Spurlock 
verified the authenticity of the 
videos and said the 911 call made 
by Riehl was the second one 
from his apartment in Highlands 


Ranch on Sunday. 

The first 911 call was made 
by Riehl’s roommate, who told 
authorities Riehl was acting 
strangely and might be having 
a mental breakdown. Deputies 
responding to that call found no 
evidence of a crime and left. 

Riehl, an attorney, previously 
posted videos criticizing Colo¬ 
rado law enforcement officers in 
profane, highly personal terms. 


Calif, pot-tracking system not used yet 


Associated Press 

LOS ANGELES — California’s 
legal pot economy was supposed 
to operate under the umbrella 
of a vast computerized system 
to track marijuana from seed to 
storefronts, ensuring that plants 
are followed throughout the sup¬ 
ply chain and don’t drift into the 
black market. 

But recreational cannabis sales 
began this week without the com¬ 
puter system in use for pot busi¬ 
nesses. Instead, they are being 
asked to document sales and 
transfers of pot manually, using 
paper invoices or shipping mani¬ 
fests. That raises the potential 
that an unknown amount of weed 
will continue slipping into the il¬ 
licit market, as it has for years. 

For the moment, “you are look¬ 
ing at pieces of paper and self-re- 
porting. A lot of these regulations 
are not being enforced right now,” 
said Jerred Kiloh, a Los Angeles 
dispensary owner who heads the 
United Cannabis Business Asso¬ 
ciation, an industry group. 

The state Department of Food 
and Agriculture, which is over¬ 
seeing the tracking system, said 


in a statement it was “implement¬ 
ed” Tuesday. However, it con¬ 
ceded that growers and sellers 
are not required to use it yet and 
training on how to input data will 
be necessary before it becomes 
mandatory, apparently later in 
the year. 

The slow rollout of the track¬ 
ing system is just one sign of the 
daunting task facing the nation’s 
most populous state as it attempts 
to transform its long-standing 
medicinal and illegal marijuana 
markets into a multibillion-dol- 
lar regulated system. Not since 
the end of Prohibition in 1933 has 
such an expansive illegal econ¬ 
omy been reshaped into a legal 
one. 

So far, it’s been an unsteady 
start. Business licenses issued to 
growers, distributors and sellers 
are temporary and will need to 
be redone or extended later this 
year. Much of the state is blacked 
out from recreational sales be¬ 
cause of the scarcity of licenses 
and because some local govern¬ 
ments banned commercial pot 
activity. 

“There are a lot of things inside 


the law that are transitional. I 
don’t think it’s as rigid as people 
want it to sound,” Kiloh said. 

Another risk is that some con¬ 
sumers might stay in the black 
market to avoid sticker shock 
from hefty taxes. And there are 
concerns that a new distribution 
system will fail to get cannabis to 
shelves once current stockpiles 
run out, possibly in weeks. 

Cathy Bliss at Mankind Co¬ 
operative in San Diego said the 
store did not have as much pot in 
stock as it would have liked. 

Charles Boldwyn, chief compli¬ 
ance officer of ShowGrow in Santa 
Ana, which opened to customers 
Monday, said the relatively small 
number of licenses issued so far 
could create a bottleneck, cutting 
off pot from stores selling it. 

“The biggest hurdle we see, 
right out of the gate, is that start¬ 
ing today our access to product is 
limited,” Boldwyn said. 

The tracking system is part 
of the state’s maze of rules and 
regulations intended to govern 
the emerging $7 billion pot econ¬ 
omy, the nation’s largest. They 
range from where cannabis can 


be grown and smoked to environ¬ 
mental safeguards for streams 
near marijuana fields. 

According to state law, the 
tracking system will provide 
“data points for the different stag¬ 
es of commercial activity, includ¬ 
ing, but not limited to, cultivation, 
harvest, processing, distribution, 
inventory and sale.” 

It’s also intended to help the 
state keep track of taxes. 

According to the state, busi¬ 
nesses holding annual licenses 
will be required to use the track¬ 
ing system, but those issued so 
far to growers and retailers have 
been temporary and they “are not 
required” to use the system. 

The expanded legal sales could 
offer a rich payoff for the state 
treasury. California expects to 
pull in $1 billion annually in taxes 
within several years. 

The state did not issue rules for 
the new marketplace until late 
last year, and cities and counties 
have struggled to fashion their 
own. Los Angeles and San Fran¬ 
cisco are among those where 
recreational pot sales have been 
delayed. 


Record dry raises fears 
drought’s back in Calif. 

PHILLIPS STATION, Calif 
— It’s been almost a year since 
Los Angeles residents felt any 
real rain, and precious little snow 
is in the Sierras, but water man¬ 
agers say it’s too early for fears 
that California is sliding back into 
drought as abruptly as the state 
fell out of it. 

“We’re back in the old wait¬ 
ing game,” said Doug Carlson, a 
spokesman for the state Depart¬ 
ment of Water Resources. 

Near-record rainfall last year 
unleashed widespread flooding 
and snapped a historic five-year 
drought. The wet 2017 allowed 
Gov. Jerry Brown in April to lift 
a drought emergency declara¬ 
tion that had brought mandatory 
water conservation orders for cit¬ 
ies and towns and water cutbacks 
for many rural users. 

This year, meteorologists point 
to a strengthening La Nina weath¬ 
er pattern in the Pacific, which 
typically brings drier weather. 

Last year’s copious rains have 
left reservoirs with plenty of 
water. And it’s early in the win¬ 
ter rainy season yet — California 
normally receives half its rain be¬ 
tween December and February. 
From The Associated Press 
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Dr. Albert Maguire, right, checks the eyes of Misa Kaabali, 8, in October at the Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia. Misa was 4 years old when he received gene therapy treatment. 

Price of genetic therapy for 
blindness dropped to $850K 


Fatal 'swatting’ 
prank call not a 
first for suspect 


By Matthew Perrone 

Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — A first-of-its 
kind genetic treatment for blind¬ 
ness will cost $850,000, less than 
the $1 million price tag that had 
been expected, but it’s still among 
the most expensive genetic thera¬ 
pies in the world. 

Spark Therapeutics says it de¬ 
cided on the lower price tag for 
Luxturna after hearing concerns 
from health insurers about their 
ability to cover the injectable 
treatment. 

Consternation over skyrocket¬ 
ing drug prices, especially in the 
U.S., has led to intense scrutiny 
from patients. Congress, insurers 
and hospitals. 


Associated Press 

MILWAUKEE—The American 
Red Cross of Wisconsin is asking 
fire victims in some parts of Mil¬ 
waukee to come to them or nearby 
police stations because of staff 
shortages — a decision that elicited 
outrage because the areas initially 
affected are low-income and over¬ 
whelmingly black and Latino. 

Red Cross’ Milwaukee chap¬ 
ter said the change is temporary 
and will eventually be expanded 
citywide, though it did not offer a 
timeframe for the rollout. Elected 
officials criticized the rollout in 
late December. 

“The optics of it is classic red¬ 
lining. It’s not simply a race issue. 
I would say it’s a class issue,” said 
Alderman Khalif J. Rainey, who 
represents one of the ZIP codes af¬ 
fected by the new policy. 

The agency has said it wants to 
use volunteers more efficiently and 


“We wanted to balance the 
value and the affordability con¬ 
cerns with a responsible price that 
would ensure access to patients,” 
CEO Jeffrey Marrazzo said in 
an interview with The Associated 
Press. 

Luxturna is still significantly 
more expensive than nearly every 
other drug on the global market, 
including two other gene thera¬ 
pies approved earlier last year 
in the U.S. Approved last month, 
Luxturna is the nation’s first gene 
therapy for an inherited disease. 
It can improve the vision of those 
with a rare form of blindness that 
is estimated to affect just a few 
thousand people in the U.S. 

Luxturna is an injection — one 
for each eye — that replaces a de- 


have them meet victims at a warm 
and safe location. The group’s na¬ 
tional headquarters on Tuesday 
issued a statement apologizing for 
“any misunderstanding as it was 
absolutely not our intent to offend 
anyone.” 

It was not clear Tuesday if the 
policy has been implemented 
elsewhere. 

“The Red Cross will continue 
to help any person in need after a 
home fire, regardless of their ZIP 
code,” the statement said. 

The Milwaukee chapter has said 
the initial 10 ZIP codes it chose 
were simply the busiest. They 
spanned the m^ority black north 
side of the city and southern neigh¬ 
borhoods largely populated by La¬ 
tinos. In one ZIP code on the north 
side, 53206, nearly half of the resi¬ 
dents live below the poverty level. 

More affluent and largely white 
areas downtown and along the 
city’s lake shore were not part of 


fective gene in the retina, tissue at 
the back of the eye that converts 
hght into electric signals that pro¬ 
duce vision. The therapy will cost 
$425,000 per injection. 

The treatment is part of an 
emerging field of medicine that 
could produce dozens of new 
gene-targeting medications in the 
next few years. 

Like most prescription medi¬ 
cines in the U.S., most of the im¬ 
mediate costs of Luxturna will be 
borne by insurers, including pri¬ 
vate plans and government pro¬ 
grams. For patients. Spark said it 
would cover all out-of-pocket ex¬ 
penses needed to obtain the medi¬ 
cation, including transportation to 
hospitals trained to administer the 
injections. 


a nearby police station. 

the initial rollout. 

“When people looked at the map 
as to the areas that were not being 
served, I think that raised ques¬ 
tions,” Mayor Tom Barrett said 
Tuesday after meeting with the 
Red Cross’ regional chief execu- 


By Terence Cullen 
New York Daily News 

The prankster accused of phon¬ 
ing in a fake 911 call that got a 
Kansas man killed may have 
dialed in another 20 so-called 
“swatting” calls, according to a 
report. 

Tyler Barriss targeted news 
organizations and colleges nearly 
two dozen times before he even¬ 
tually went to prison for making a 
bomb threat at a Los Angeles TV 
channel in 2015, police in Glen¬ 
dale, Calif, told ABC News. 

He was arrested in Southern 
California last week for making 
the fake emergency call to police 
in Wichita, Kan., on Dec. 28. He 
allegedly told a dispatcher he’d 
shot his father in the head and 
was holding his family hostage. 

A SWAT team subsequently 
raided the home, fatally shooting 
Andrew Finch moments after he 
opened the door. 

Barriss mistakenly thought 
the address belonged to another 
video gamer he was fighting with 
over a $1 to $2 wager in “Call of 
Duty,” officials said. 

It wasn’t the first time he’s 
been accused of making a phony 
threat. 

Investigators turned up mul¬ 
tiple other incidents nationwide 
after Barriss was arrested in Oc¬ 
tober 2015 for making the bomb 
threat to ABC affiliate KABC, 
the network reported. They’d 
contacted numerous departments 
about possibly fake 911 calls. 


tive, Patty Flowers. 

Some of the ZIP codes first se¬ 
lected also have among the high¬ 
est crime rates in the city, leading 
some aldermen to speculate that 
the Red Cross may also be con¬ 
cerned about volunteer safety. 


turning up the roughly 20 other 
incidents. 

Neither the nature nor the loca¬ 
tion of the other incidents was im¬ 
mediately available. 

The FBI was conscripted to 
help look into the matter, but a 
representative said it kicked the 
cases back to local authorities. 

Glendale police told the net¬ 
work there aren’t any other open 
cases against Barriss. 

He previously was sentenced to 
two years, eight months in prison 
after pleading no contest to mak¬ 
ing the prank bomb threat. 

The Daily Beast reported 
Tuesday that Barriss was re¬ 
leased early, in January 2017. He 
was picked up again, however, 
and sentenced to another year in 
prison for violating a protective 
order. 

Barriss was released in August 
2017, the Daily Beast reported. 

Prosecutors in Sedgwick Coun¬ 
ty, Kan., issued an arrest warrant 
for Barriss, and he was picked up 
in Los Angeles on Friday night. 

Extraditing him from Califor¬ 
nia to Kansas could take up to 90 
days, the Los Angeles Times re¬ 
ported Tuesday. 



Policy change by Milwaukee 
Red Cross prompts outrage 



Ivan Moreno/AP 


Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett speaks to reporters Tuesday 
about the Red Cross asking fire victims in some low-income and 
predominantly black and Latino areas of the city to come to them or 
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Tracking 

student 

suicides 

Report finds most big public 
colleges don’t keep records 

By Collin Binkley 

Associated Press 

BOSTON — Most of the largest U.S. pub¬ 
lic universities do not track suicides among 
their students, despite making investments 
in prevention at a time of surging demand 
for mental health services. 

Tabulating student suicides comes with 
its own set of challenges and problems. But 
without that data, prevention advocates say, 
schools have no way to measure their suc¬ 
cess and can overlook trends that could offer 
insight to help them save lives. 

“If you don’t collect the data, you’re doing 
half the job,” said Gordon Smith, a former 
U.S. senator from Oregon who became a 
prevention advocate after his son, Garrett, 
took his life in 2003 while attending college. 
“We need information in mental health if 
we’re actually going to be able to better tai¬ 
lor health and healing.” 

The Associated Press asked the 100 larg¬ 
est U.S. public universities for annual sui¬ 
cide statistics and found that 46 currently 
track suicides, including 27 that have con¬ 
sistently done so since 2007. Of the 54 re¬ 
maining schools, 43 said they don’t track 
suicides, nine could provide only limited 
data and didn’t answer questions about how 
consistently they tracked suicides, and two 
didn’t provide statistics. 

Schools that don’t track suicides include 
some of the nation’s largest, including Ari¬ 
zona State University and the University 
of Wisconsin, which have both dealt with 
student suicides in the recent past, accord¬ 
ing to news reports. There were at least two 
suicides at Arizona State in 2017. Health of¬ 
ficials at Wisconsin said they’re finalizing 
a database to track the causes of student 
deaths. 

“We will create a formal model to ac¬ 
curately document all student deaths at 
UW-Madison,” Dr. Agustina Marconi, an 
epidemiologist at the university, said in a 
statement. “Our findings and the standards 
we create will benefit other universities 
moving forward.” 

The issue has come to the fore as some 
schools report today’s students are arriv¬ 
ing on campus less prepared for the rigors 
of college. Many schools have increased 
spending on mental health services to coun¬ 
ter what the American Psychological As¬ 
sociation and other groups have called a 
mental health crisis on campuses. 

“It’s unfortunate that people are charac¬ 
terizing this outcome as a crisis,” said Ben 
Locke, who runs a national mental health 
network for colleges and leads the counsel¬ 
ing center at Penn State. “It’s counterpro¬ 
ductive because it’s criticizing the exact 
people we’ve encouraged to come forward.” 

Adding to the skepticism is that young 
adults in college have been found to have 
lower suicide rates than their peers. But they 
are also at an age when disorders including 
schizophrenia and bipolar depression often 
start to develop. 

Federal health officials have sought to 
encourage data collection as part of a grant 
program named after Smith’s son, which 
has awarded $76 million to more than 230 


James Holleran, father of Madison Holleran, a University of Pennsylvania freshman who took her own life, talks about his daughter 
while sitting next to a favorite photo of her at his home in Allendale, N J., in 2014. 


One death is one death too many. That’s why we 
come to work every day — to do the things that we do 
here to try to prevent any of those from happening. ^ 

Chris Brownson 

counseling center director at the University of Texas at Austin 


Don Ryan/A P 

Then-Sen. Gordon Smith, R-Ore., sits 
at his Pendleton, Ore., home in 2006 
behind a photo collage of his son, 

Garrett, who took his life in 2003. 

colleges since 2005. Schools have separately 
spent millions on their own, often adding 
programs that teach basic life skills and 
training staff across campus to identify stu¬ 
dents in need. 

The U.S. Education Department asks col¬ 
leges to collect data on student deaths but not 
suicides specifically, and a variety of factors 
can discourage schools from tracking it. 

Often it’s difficult to confirm the cause 
of death, and medical examiners don’t al¬ 
ways notify universities when a cause is 
determined. There are concerns about legal 
liability. Some families prefer to keep it 
private. 

Even schools that collect data differ on 
whether they count suicides that occur away 
from campus or during breaks. 

Advocates in at least three states have 


pushed to require universities to collect sui¬ 
cide data — in New Jersey, Pennsylvania 
and Washington — but without success so 
far. 

After the 2014 suicide of freshman track 
star Madison Holleran at the University of 
Pennsylvania, one of her former teachers in 
her hometown of Allendale, N.J., was sur¬ 
prised to learn many universities don’t re¬ 
port suicide statistics. He pushed for a law 
that would have required the state’s public 
universities to collect and publicize annual 
numbers, but it never made it to a vote amid 
resistance from schools. 

“He felt that it was something that the 
public had every right to know,” said Pam 
Philipp, a New Jersey mental health advo¬ 
cate who lobbied for the legislation along 
with Holleran’s former teacher, Ed Modica, 
who died in 2017 at age 66. 

A similar proposal by a state task force 
in Washington was sidelined amid budget 
woes last year, while lawmakers in Pennsyl¬ 
vania have yet to vote on recommendations 
to improve data collection. 

National studies have found that suicide 
rates are on the rise in the United States, 
reaching 13 per 100,000 among all Ameri¬ 
cans and 12.5 among those ages 15 to 24. 
Much of the data on suicide comes from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, 
which does not specifically track college 
suicides. 

The gap in information led Dr. James 
Turner to seek funding for a national report¬ 
ing system for student deaths in 2009 when 
he was president of the American College 
Health Association, but the National Insti¬ 
tutes of Health didn’t see the value, he said, 
and it never happened. 

The NIH declined to comment for this 
article. 

A total of 27 schools provided statistics 
to the AP that they say were consistently 
tracked from 2007 through 2016, amount¬ 


ing to an overall suicide rate of about 4 
per 100,000, although numbers from some 
universities were so low that experts ques¬ 
tioned their accuracy. The University of 
Arizona, for example, averaged more than 
40,000 students per year over the decade 
but reported just three suicides, a rate of 0.7 
per 100,000. 

Earlier studies have found average rates 
between 6.5 and 7.5 per 100,000 among col¬ 
lege students. Schools that provided data to 
the AP had rates ranging from 0.27 to 8. Be¬ 
cause of the inconsistency in responses, the 
AP is not publishing figures for colleges that 
provided data. 

Schools that do track suicides, however, 
often use their data to refine prevention 
efforts. 

After Clemson University started gath¬ 
ering more data in 2015, campus officials 
noticed an increased suicide rate among 
transfer students. The school is now redou¬ 
bling efforts to connect those students with 
campus services. 

Data at other universities have led offi¬ 
cials to secure access to certain rooftops. 

Among the oldest examples is at the Uni¬ 
versity of Texas at Austin, where officials 
in the 1990s installed iron barriers atop a 
clock tower that had previously been closed 
following several student suicides. 

The 10-year rate on that campus is in line 
with averages found in earlier studies, its 
data show, and has decreased in the second 
half of the past decade, even as national 
rates increase. 

But Chris Brownson, the counseling cen¬ 
ter director who analyzes the university’s 
suicides, said it’s hard to celebrate success 
when every new case brings so much pain. 

“One death is one death too many,” he 
said, “and that’s why we come to work every 
day — to do the things that we do here to try 
to prevent any of those from happening.” 
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A POW/MIA flag waves during the closing ceremony 
for the POW/MIA 24-hour run at Schriever Air Force 
Base, Colo., in September. 

Free online records 
database aims to ID 
troops from WWII 

By Matthew M. Burke 

Stars and Stripes 

An online database that could be used to identify un¬ 
known World War Il-era U.S. servicemembers buried 
around the world will soon be available free to families 
and researchers. 

The directory — which cross-references information 
about recovered unknown troops with missing service- 
members’ attributes — is expected to go live sometime 
this month. It was developed by Kenneth Breaux and 
his team at the Houston-based M.I.A. Recovery Net¬ 
work, a nonprofit that advocates for missing-in-action 
servicemembers and their families. 

“This will, as far as we know, become the first and 
largest compilation of centralized, openly available dig¬ 
ital data on WWII,” he said. 

M.I.A. Recovery Network, which recently announced 
a partnership with the Sons of Liberty Museum and 
the Army Air Corps Library and Museum, has been 
uploading data to a cloud accessible through all three 
websites. 

“The vision of the three groups is to become the best 
information source on WWII by using digital data or¬ 
ganized in a structured fashion and openly available on 
the cloud,” he said. 

So far, they have obtained more than 80,000 pages 
of data, including images. Missing Air Crew Reports, 
Morning Reports, combat interviews and other forms, 
Breaux said. They plan to add After Action Reports, tac¬ 
tical sketches, maps, overlays and other items. They also 
hope to mine data from families and other researchers. 

But the crown jewel of their database is a geographic 
information system that Breaux said has drawn interest 
from the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, a De¬ 
fense Department division that works to recover miss¬ 
ing personnel listed as missing in action or prisoners 
of war. 

The GIS features the Military Grid Reference Sys¬ 
tem location where each set of unknown remains was 
recovered from the European theater along with details 
about the remains. That data can then be compared 
with records for missing servicemembers and with unit 
records to see if matches can be made. 

Breaux said the groups are expecting a memorandum 
of understanding from DPAA that will potentially allow 
them to cooperate on cases where multiple casualties 
were reported, such as from a ship sinking or the loss 
of an aircrew. 

“The idea is that each time data is collected and 
scanned from [the National Archives and Records Ad¬ 
ministration], it is placed into the web app, obviating 
further trips to [the archives] for that same purpose and 
document,” Breaux said. “We’ve only just begun.” 

burke.matt@stripes.com 


The crown jewel of the database 
is a geographic information 
system that its developer says has 
drawn interest from the Defense 
POW/MIA Accounting Agency. 


Brain drain no secret at NSA 

Low pay, sagging morale and reorganization cited as factors 


By Ellen Nakashima 
AND Aaron Gregg 
The Washington Post 

WASHINGTON — The National Se¬ 
curity Agency is losing its top talent 
at a worrisome rate as highly skilled 
personnel, some disillusioned with the 
spy service’s leadership and an unpop¬ 
ular reorganization, take higher-pay¬ 
ing, more flexible jobs in the private 
sector. 

Since 2015, the NSA has lost several 
hundred hackers, engineers and data 
scientists, according to current and 
former U.S. officials with knowledge 
of the matter. The potential impact on 
national security is significant, they 
said. 

Headquartered at Fort Meade, Md., 
the NSA employs a civilian workforce 
of about 21,000 there and is the larg¬ 
est producer of intelligence among the 
nation’s 17 spy agencies. The people 
who have left were responsible for col¬ 
lecting and analyzing the intelligence 
that goes into the president’s daily 
briefing. Their work also included 
monitoring a broad array of subjects 
including Islamic State, Russian and 
North Korean hackers and analyzing 
the intentions of foreign governments, 
and they were responsible for protect¬ 
ing the classified networks that carry 
such sensitive information. 

“Some synonym of the word ‘epi¬ 
demic’ is the best way to describe it,” 
said Ellison Anne Williams, a former 
senior researcher at the NSA who left 
in 2016 to start her own data-security 
firm, Enveil. More than 10 of her em¬ 
ployees also came from the NSA, she 
said. “The agency is losing an amazing 
amount of its strongest technical tal¬ 
ent, and to lose your best and brightest 
staff is a huge hit.” 

The NSA would not disclose how 
many job vacancies it has. Agency offi¬ 
cials said there is a 5.6 percent attrition 
rate among personnel who specialize 
in science, technology and math. The 
attrition rate is closer to 8 or 9 percent 
among hackers and those who staff 
the agency’s always-operating watch 
center monitoring for cyberattacks, a 
trend that has spanned the Obama and 
Trump administrations. 

Although the departure rates are 
low compared with attrition levels in 
the civilian technology industry, and 
although the agency is filling its va¬ 
cancies, most new personnel lack the 
experience of those who have left, 
said one senior intelligence official, 
who like others spoke on the condition 
of anonymity to offer candid insights 
about the secretive organization. That 
experience deficit can impede the 
NSA’s core mission of collecting and 
analyzing the masses of data the agen¬ 
cy lifts from foreign networks. 

Some groups within the NSA have 
lost almost half of their staffs, one for¬ 
mer official said. As a result, projects 
to make intelligence collection more 
effective have been cut or slowed. 

It is a turbulent moment in the 
NSA’s 65-year history. The agency 
continues to face public distrust after 
revelations, made by former contrac¬ 
tor Edward Snowden in 2013, about 
the scope of its surveillance of Ameri¬ 
can citizens. Morale dipped in the af¬ 
termath of those disclosures and has 
not fully recovered. More recently, the 
workforce was rattled by a series of 
breaches targeting the agency’s highly 



AP 


The National Security Agency, housed 
on Fort Meade, Md., will not disclose 
how many job vacancies it has. 

sensitive hacking tools. 

Another source of frustration is 
an ongoing reorganization that has 
merged the NSA’s highly secret elec¬ 
tronic spying mission with its more 
public network-defense operation, 
along with other changes. NSA Direc¬ 
tor Michael S. Rogers, a Navy admiral 
who also oversees the military’s Cyber 
Command, launched NSA 21 to break 
down what he called the “walls of 
granite” among divisions whose mis¬ 
sions, he believed, complement one 
another. 

Former employees have voiced a va¬ 
riety of complaints. Some say they feel 
their missions have been marginalized 
by the restructuring. One called the 
reorganization “an enormous distrac¬ 
tion” and lamented what he charac¬ 
terized as an inefficient procurement 
process that made it difficult to obtain 
even simple open-source developer 
tools. Another faulted the agency’s pay 
structure and promotion system, say¬ 
ing it favors seniority over skill and 
competence. 

A series of breaches beginning with 
Snowden and including the arrest of 
former contractor Harold T. Martin 
III in 2016 have led to new security 
precautions. Such restrictions on ac¬ 
cessing data have made work more 
difficult, and the internal hunt for 
would-be leakers has contributed to an 
environment of suspicion, said a num¬ 
ber of current and former employees. 

“It comes down to death by a thou¬ 
sand cuts,” said a former employee, 
adding that people “tend to quit in 
packs. One person hits their breaking 
point, and once they leave, the domi¬ 
noes start falling.” 

The brain drain has been so pro¬ 
nounced that at one gathering in 2016 
of the agency’s elite hacking division, 
one individual raised the concern with 
Rogers directly. According to several 
people familiar with the exchange, 
Rogers disputed that there was any in¬ 
crease in attrition and told his employ¬ 
ees that they should stop complaining 
and get back to work. 

An NSA spokesman. Tommy Groves, 
did not challenge the account, saying 
that employees’ concerns about high 
attrition rates have led to changes, in¬ 
cluding increased pay, increased pro¬ 
motions and greater opportunities to 
work at all NSA sites. 

Rogers did not respond to a request 
for comment. More recently, though, 
he has made it a point in public to 


thank the agency’s workforce and ac¬ 
knowledge the “cultural challenge” its 
employees face. At a national security 
conference in September, for instance, 
he said that dealing with “the great 
men and women of the organization” 
is “the best part of the day for me.” 

He added, “If the price of security 
becomes that we drive away the very 
men and women that generate value in 
the first place, we now have a self-in- 
duced mission kill.” 

Rogers has told colleagues he plans 
to retire in the spring, ending a four- 
year tenure that has been rocky at 
times. At one point in 2016, the defense 
secretary and director of national in¬ 
telligence wanted him removed over 
various leadership concerns. Rogers 
survived the episode, and with Presi¬ 
dent Donald Trump’s national security 
team still settling in, he was seen as an 
element of continuity at the agency. 

It is not clear whom Trump will 
nominate to succeed him, but whoever 
steps into the role will face a variety of 
challenges. 

“NSA is at this moment experiencing 
stress that is constant and unrelent¬ 
ing,” one former senior intelligence 
official said. He said the agency has 
weathered other high-anxiety peri¬ 
ods “because there was cohesion in 
the workforce and a leader who could 
nurture them through it, if not inspire 
them. But this director hasn’t chosen 
to do that.” 

Skilled personnel have always left 
the NSA, in particular to work for 
defense contractors that support its 
work, said Deputy Director George 
Barnes, who has been at the agency for 
31 years. “The big change these days 
is there’s a supply-demand imbalance 
between the outside and the inside,” he 
told The Washington Post. 

Barnes defended Rogers’ leadership 
and his handling of the reorganization. 
Rogers, he said, “is totally focused on 
‘What’s the culture? How do we un¬ 
derstand what causes stress?’ It’s the 
antithesis of the negative vibe” about 
which some employees complained. 

Barnes also noted the allure of Sili¬ 
con Valley and other regions that tech 
start-ups call home. The U.S. private 
sector is struggling to fill more than 
270,000 jobs in cybersecurity, accord¬ 
ing to Burning Glass Technologies, a 
labor analytics firm. Total compensa¬ 
tion for those jobs can reach $200,000 
or more, meaning even relatively ju¬ 
nior cyber professionals in the indus¬ 
try can make more than top officials 
at the NSA. 

Some senior officials say that the 
outflow in part reflects a cultural shift 
in which millennials are not inclined 
to stay in one workplace for an entire 
career. It also stems from a dispro¬ 
portionate number of retirements of 
people who entered the agency in the 
1980s during a hiring boom. 

Other former NSA personnel who 
have left or retired recently expressed 
confidence that the NSA would weath¬ 
er the storm. 

“Yes, people will leave, but there 
are things you can do there that you 
can’t do anywhere else. It’s for God 
and country,” said Daniel Ennis, who 
oversaw the agency’s threat opera¬ 
tions center before retiring in 2015 
after 33 years. He now leads advanced 
cyberthreat intelligence for Blueteam- 
Global, a private cybersecurity firm. 

“NSA always recovers,” Ennis said. 
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Violent 

storm 

batters 

Europe 



By Gregory Katz 

Associated Press 


Several people were injured when heavy winds caused a train to derail Wednesday in Boden, Switzerland. 
A fierce storm swept through parts of western Europe, causing damage and leaving many without power. 


LONDON — A violent storm 
packing winds up to 100 mph bat¬ 
tered parts of western Europe on 
Wednesday, derailing trains, top¬ 
pling trees and halting flights. Au¬ 
thorities said one person was killed 
and at least 15 others were injured 
in France and Switzerland. 

The high winds played havoc on 
transport, derailing trains in Swit¬ 
zerland and Germany and leaving 
hundreds of thousands of homes 
across France, Switzerland, Brit¬ 
ain and Ireland without power. 

Officials said one skier was 
killed in the French Alps after 
being hit by a falling tree in Moril- 
lon in Haute-Savoie. 

Several people were injured 
when a train was blown off the 
tracks near Lenk, a town south 
of Bern, the Swiss capital, local 


media reported. In western Ger¬ 
many, a train derailed near Luenen 
when it crashed into a tree that had 
fallen onto the tracks, according to 
the dpa news agency. No injuries 
were reported. 

The storm forced the cancella¬ 
tion of flights at Zurich and Basel 
airports and toppled a truck on 
a Swiss highway. Thousands of 
households at Lake Zurich were 
left without power, and firefighters 
were called to help with toppled 
trees blocking streets and flooding 
due to heavy rain. 

Swiss police say several people 
were stuck inside a cable car that 
halted in the ski resort of Pizol in 
the Swiss Alps. St. Gallen police 
said several rescue teams were 
trying to get them out. High winds 
prompted ski lifts to stop running 
at other Swiss resorts as well. 


In England, the storm brought 
hail and lightning. Overturned 
vehicles forced officials to close 
portions of three m^or highways. 
Some bridges were also shut 
down. 

Extremely high tides caused the 
partial collapse of a harbor wall in 
Cornwall in southwestern England, 
bringing seawater flooding in. 

The country’s main weather 
forecaster, the Met Office, says 
gusts reached 100 mph in Cumbria 
early Wednesday. 

The storm battered northern 
France with winds surpassing 90 
mph some of the worst gusts to hit 
the country in years. Many people 
posted photos of destroyed cars, 
collapsed scaffolding and uprooted 
trees on social media. 

France’s national electricity 
provider says the storm left some 


200,000 households without elec¬ 
tricity, including 30,000 in the 
Paris region. 

In the Paris region, a falling tree 
hit a car and seriously injured one 
person, while another resident was 
seriously hurt falling from a build¬ 
ing. In all, the Interior Ministry 
said 15 people in France were in¬ 
jured, with four in serious condi¬ 
tion, following accidents caused by 
high winds. 

In Germany, highways near 
Duisburg and Juelich in the west 
were partially blocked because 
of toppled trees and flooding. The 
zoos in Munich and Augsburg in 
Bavaria closed for the day and the 
railway going up Germany’s tallest 
mountain, the Zugspitze, was shut 
down because of the storm. 


Iran: Crowds 
rally for the 
government 

Associated Press 

TEHRAN, Iran — Tens of thou¬ 
sands of Iranians took part in 
pro-government demonstrations 
in several cities across the coun¬ 
try on Wednesday, Iranian state 
media reported, a move appar¬ 
ently seeking to calm nerves after 
a week of protests and unrest that 
have killed at least 21 people. 

While the rallies showed support 
among Iran’s 80 million people 
for its clerically overseen govern¬ 
ment, smaller and smaller towns 
in the Iranian countryside appear 
to be experiencing the unrest that 
has already swept through urban 
areas, according to protesters’ on- 
hne videos. 

Official and semi-official media 
did not immediately offer new 
details of the unrest Wednesday. 
Demonstrators’ videos corre¬ 
sponded with Associated Press 
reporting from outside of Iran. 
The protests, the largest seen in 
Iran since its disputed 2009 presi¬ 
dential election, began on Dec. 28 
in Mashhad, Iran’s second-largest 
city and a bastion for hard-liners. 

The English-language Press TV 
broadcast Wednesday’s pro-gov¬ 
ernment ralhes live. 



A Ryanair 
passenger 
stands on the 
wing Monday 
at Malaga 
airport in 
Spain. The 
flight had 
various delays 
from London’s 
Stansted 
Airport. 


Fernando del 
Valle Villalobos 

AP 


Passenger tries to leave plane via wing 


Associated Press 

MADRID — A passenger on a delayed Ryanair 
flight from London who apparently got fed up wait¬ 
ing to get off a plane after it landed in the southern 
Spanish city of Malaga surprised fellow passengers 
by using the emergency exit to jump onto a wing. 

The incident on New Year’s Day took place 30 min¬ 
utes after the flight from Stansted Airport landed. 

The man, who has not been named but is said to 
be a non-Spanish citizen, was coaxed back onto the 
plane while police were called. 

Fellow passenger Fernando del Valle Villalobos, 
who videoed the incident, said he heard the man say 
he got fed up waiting. 

“I was astonished,” del Valle, 25, told The Associ¬ 


ated Press in a telephone interview. 

He said the passengers were standing in the aisle 
waiting to get off the plane when the man “very 
calmly asked permission to get past, opened the 
emergency exit, looked out, saw the wing, went back 
for his back-pack.” 

Later, he said the captain came out and asked the 
man why he had done it and del Valle heard him say 
clearly that he was sick of waiting inside. The pas¬ 
sengers, except the man in question, were kept a 
further 15 minutes on the plane before being let off. 

Police said Wednesday that they have opened a 
complaint against the man for breaching security. 

Ryanair said the incident was now in the hands of 
Spanish authorities. 


Ex-hostage 
charged 
with sex 
assault 

By Tracey Lindeman 
AND Rob Gillies 

Associated Press 

OTTAWA, Ontario — Canadian 
Joshua Boyle, his American wife 
and their children endured a long 
captivity in Afghanistan before 
they were rescued last fall and re¬ 
turned to Canada. Now he’s facing 
15 charges including sexual as¬ 
sault, forcible confinement and ad¬ 
ministering a noxious drug. 

Boyle, his wife, Caitlan, and their 
three children were freed in Oc¬ 
tober in Pakistan, five years after 
the couple was abducted by a Tal¬ 
iban-linked militant group while on 
a backpacking trip in neighboring 
Afghanistan. The children were 
born in captivity. 


day say 
charges 
elude 
counts 
assault, 
accounts 
sexual 
sault, 
counts 0 
lawful L-wii- 
finement and Boyle 

one count of causing someone to 
“take a noxious thing, namely Tra¬ 
zodone,” an antidepressant. There 
is also a charge of uttering a death 
threat and a charge of misleading 
a police officer. The purported acts 
allegedly occurred between Oct. 14 
and Dec. 30 after Boyle returned to 
Canada. 

A publication ban bars reporting 
any information that could identify 
the alleged victims. 

A hearing on the case was sched¬ 
uled for Wednesday in Ottawa, but 
Boyle’s lawyer told The Associated 
Press that Boyle would not attend 
in person. He said Boyle was in 
custody. 

Ottawa police declined to com¬ 
ment. Eric Granger, Boyle’s attor¬ 
ney, said he had not yet seen the 
court documents. 

“There are a number of charg¬ 
es,” Granger said in an email. 
“Mr. Boyle is presumed innocent. 
He’s never been in trouble before. 
No evidence has been provided 
yet, which is typical at this early 
stage. We look forward to receiving 
the evidence and defending him 
against these charges.” 

In a statement to the Toronto 
Star, Boyle’s wife wrote, “I can’t 
speak about the specific charges, 
but I can say that ultimately it is the 
strain and trauma he was forced to 
endure for so many years and the 
effects that that had on his mental 
state that is most culpable for this. 

“Obviously, he is responsible for 
his own actions,” she added, “but it 
is with compassion and forgiveness 
that I say I hope help and healing 
can be found for him. As to the rest 
of us, myself and the children, we 
are healthy and holding up as well 
as well we can.” 

Boyle told the AP in October that 
his wife had been hospitalized in 
Ottawa, but did not specify why. 
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AMERICAN ROUNDUP 


THE CENSUS 

The number of Huntington Beach, Calif., swimmers who reported stingray injuries in a single day — a 
M new record. Marine safety Lt. Claude Panis told the Orange County Register that in his 40 years of working 

m as a lifeguard at the beach, he never saw so many stingray injuries reported. Panis said the spike in stingray 

" injuries is in part due to extreme low tides, small surf and warmish water — in the low 60s — along with 

holiday crowds in town and people off work and school. 




Steve Bloom, The (Olympia, Wash.) Olympian/AP 


Pickering Passage plunge 


A 37-degree Pickering Passage water temperature didn’t deter approximately 20 hearty New Year’s revelers from participating in the 10th 
annual Squaxin Community Salish Sea Plunge off the Arcadia Boat Ramp in Mason County, Wash., on Monday. Event founder and oig;anizer 
Joe Peters said that to many, the yearly plunge offers a spiritual cleansing as well as a donation point for the local food bank. 


Family given more than 
100 gifts after theft 

CHESHIRE — Po- 
I lice and community 
members in Connecticut banded 
together to restore a family’s holi¬ 
day spirt after a Grinch stole their 
presents on Christmas Day. 

Cheshire officers collected 
donated presents for the Maher 
family and delivered more than 
100 gifts to them Saturday aboard 
emergency vehicles with lights 
and sirens blaring. 

The Republican-American 
reported that the family spent 
Christmas Day with relatives in 
Waterbury and had loaded their 
car with presents when someone 
stole their vehicle. The purloined 
loot included most of the presents 
for Tracey and David Maher’s 
three sons, ages 8, 6 and 4. No ar¬ 
rests have been announced. 

The Cheshire Police Benevolent 
Association led the gift donation 
effort. So many presents came in 
that officers ended the collection 
early and will donate extra gifts 
to local organizations. 

Sheriff: Look out for 
rogue cow on the move 

W A YORKTOWN — A Vir- 
w ginia sheriff’s office has 
issued a lookout alert for a wily 
creature loose in the woods — a 
cow. 

WVEC-TV reported that the 
York-Poquoson Sheriff’s Office 
tweeted Monday that an “elusive 
bovine” is roaming a wooded 
area. 

Animal control officials have 
devised a plan to catch the cow 
and deliver it to a rescue facility. 

The sheriff’s office has put out 
bales of hay where the heifer has 
been bedding down and asked 
anyone who sees the cow to call 
emergency dispatch. 

Mummers Parade goes 
on despite frigid temps 

nA PHILADELPHIA — 
Thousands of marchers 
braved bone-chilling tempera¬ 
tures and wind chills to take part 
in Philadelphia’s annual Mum¬ 
mers Parade, the oldest continu¬ 
ous folk parade in the country. 

Organizers had considered 
postponing the event because of 
concerns over the brutal weather 
conditions. But they voted to go 
ahead with the New Year’s Day 
parade. 

Temperatures were in the sin¬ 
gle digits when the parade start¬ 
ed. Concerns had been raised 
that the frigid temperatures 
could be dangerous for parade 
participants. 

Heating tents and warm buses 
were set up along the route for the 
Mummers. 

Men discover sports 
artist’s work in storage 

I# Q TOPEKA — Two men 
■ in Topeka have found 

several signed works by promi¬ 
nent sports artist Ted Watts 
among the contents they pur¬ 
chased in a storage unit. 

Joseph Joslin Sr. and Mike 
Schoep said they came across 
some of Watts’ works after re¬ 
sponding in October to an ad by 


a woman offering to sell every¬ 
thing in her unit at a self-storage 
business. The men bought all the 
storage unit’s content for $600, the 
Topeka Capital-Journal reported. 

They found the unit had a box 
containing black-and-white draw¬ 
ings by Watts that include a de¬ 
piction of the 1956 World Series 
in Mqjor League Baseball. 

Police rescue seal pup 
waddling on highway 

AA A YARMOUTH — A 
I baby seal that wan¬ 

dered far from the ocean has 
been returned to the sea with the 
help of some police officers on 
Cape Cod. 

Yarmouth police said the seal 
pup was found waddling on Route 
6A in Yarmouth Port late Friday. 

Police and Amazing Animal 
Ambassadors were able to put 
the seal in a cage and hold onto 
it until wildlife officials arrived. 
Police said on Facebook on Sat¬ 
urday that the pup was given a 
clean bill of health and has been 
released back to the ocean. 

Authorities said they have nick¬ 
named the seal “Houston” after 


Kevin A. Houston, a US. Navy 
Seal from Cape Cod who was 
killed in Afghanistan. 

More than 180 charged 
with driving impaired 

AA BALTIMORE — 

I w I Maryland State Po¬ 

lice said more than 180 people 
were charged with impaired driv¬ 
ing during the holiday week. 

The agency said in a statement 
Tuesday that more than 10,000 
stops were made from Dec. 23 
through Monday. Troopers is¬ 
sued more than 6,500 citations, 
more than 7,500 warnings and 
nearly 1,500 safety equipment re¬ 
pair orders. 

Also during that time, state po¬ 
lice responded to more than 1,000 
crashes, including five fatal ones. 

Woman marries just 
hours before her death 

^ T HARTFORD — A Con- 
I necticut woman fight¬ 
ing breast cancer got married at a 
hospital 18 hours before she died. 
Heather Mosher was dressed 


in her wedding gown and lying in 
bed wearing an oxygen mask as 
she and David Mosher said “I do” 
on Dec. 22 at St. Francis Hospital 
and Medical Center in Hartford. 
She died the next day. 

The East Windsor couple fell 
in love after meeting at a swing¬ 
dancing class in 2015. 

He told news organizations that 
on the day he planned to propose 
to her, Dec. 23, 2016, she was di¬ 
agnosed with cancer. He went 
through with the proposal. 

They originally planned to 
marry Dec. 30 but doctors urged 
them to do it sooner. Dec. 30 ended 
up being the day of her funeral. 

Firefighters free frozen 
swan stuck for hours 

WA RICHMOND — Fire- 
fighters in Virginia’s 
capital freed a swan stuck for 
hours in a frozen pond. 

News outlets reported that 
Richmond firefighters and ani¬ 
mal control freed the swan as 
temperatures remained well 
below freezing Monday. Firefight¬ 
ers put a boat into the frozen pond 
and broke up the ice around the 


swan, which eventually climbed 
up the embankment and headed 
into the neighborhood. 

Mental illness blamed 
in killing of a puppy 

PI HOLLYWOOD — An 
r L attorney says mental ill¬ 
ness has plagued a man accused 
of stabbing a puppy and leaving it 
to die in a suitcase in Florida. 

Brendan Evans, 31, is being 
held at the Broward County 
jail on multiple animal cruelty 
charges. He was arrested Nov. 15, 
about a month after police say he 
stabbed the pit bull and stuffed it 
into a suitcase. The dog died at an 
animal hospital. 

In a Sun Sentinel report, Evans’ 
attorney, Sarah Anne Mourer, 
said her client sought treatment 
for mental illness at over a dozen 
hospitals in Florida and Virginia. 

A police report said investi¬ 
gators found mutilated animals 
in his freezer, knives covered in 
dried blood and notes referencing 
demons in Evans’ home. 

Evans faces up to five years in 
prison and a $10,000 fine. 

From wire reports 
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FACES 


High 

drama 


It’s phone calls 
and emergencies 
for Connie Britton 
on TV series ‘9-1-1’ i 



Connie Britton, above, stars with Angela Bassett on the new TV series “9-1-1.” The show premieres Jan. 4 on AFN-Pulse. 


By Yvonne Villarreal 

Los Angeles Times 

N ot all superheroes wear capes. 

Some sport telephone headsets 
— as Connie Britton can attest. 
The actress, who warmed 
hearts as “y’aU”-prone Tami Taylor on 
“Friday Night Lights” and made folks 
croon as country music icon Rayna 
Jaymes on “Nashville,” is adding some 
dimension to a life-saving job that often 
gets overlooked: the 911 dispatcher. 

In the new procedural “9-1-1,” which 
zigs and zags across the high-intensity 
world of first responders while also giv¬ 
ing attention to the personal drama that 
awaits them at home, Britton plays 911 
operator Abby Clark. When she’s not 
fielding critical calls — along with the 
occasional trivial ones — on the job, she’s 
tending to her ailing mother. 

Britton stars alongside Angela Bassett 
and Peter Krause, who play a police of¬ 
ficer and firefighter, respectively. 

The role brings Britton back under the 
Ryan Murphy-Brad Falchuk umbrella. 
She was part of the inaugural cast of 
the producing duo’s “American Horror 
Story” anthology franchise and appeared 
as Faye Resnick in “The People v. O.J. 
Simpson: American Crime Story.” 

The Times recently spoke to Britton 
about the drama. 

Los Angeles Times: Ryan Murphy and 
a network procedural, at first glance, 
seem like an oil-and-water combina¬ 
tion; it’s not what he’s known for. Do 
you remember how he pitched this to 
you? 

Britton: Yeah, he called me and was 
just like, “Hey, look... I’m doing this thing, 
and honestly I think it’d be a really cool 
character for you to play.” And then he 
hit me with the important stuff: “It shoots 
in L.A. ... you probably wouldn’t have to 
work more than two or three days a week” 
— because I have my kid and I’ve been 
working crazy hours for a lot of years. I 
still love working, but he knows where my 
priorities are. And then, I mean, my first 
thought was: Angela Bassett. And then. 


Peter Krause, who I’ve known for years. I 
just thought it sounded like a blast. 

But then he told me, “Yeah, it’s sort of a 
procedural but, like, not.” And I’m think¬ 
ing to myself what I’ve said my whole life, 
which is, the one thing I could never do is 
a procedural. 

Why is that? 

What I love, and what I feel is my strong 
suit, is character and detail in character 
and a lot of times in a procedural, that 
can be lost in a scene. Not always — and 
of course there’ve been really amazing, 
wonderful versions of that. But even as I 
(was) talking to Ryan — and really. I’ll do 
anything with Ryan because I just love 
working with him. I believe in his vision 
for things. But I felt like, “OK, how are 
you going to make this something we’ve 
never seen before? ’Cause that’s what you 
do. How are you going to do it this time? 
’Cause we’ve seen it.” 

So far it’s just been a really interesting 
experience and challenging. As an actor, 
that’s always a really important element 
to any decision I make. Am I going to feel 
like I’m outside my comfort zone? Is it 
going to feel like a risk? 

What went into preparing for this 
role? 

I spent a lot of time visiting the control 
centers in L. A., which was fascinating be¬ 
cause I realize we have so little informa¬ 
tion about that world. I was really lucky 
because the first day I went, the chief 
brought me into the break room where 
there was a whole bunch of (dispatchers) 
starting their shift. So I got to speak to a 
group of them all together. 

One of them said to me, “When you call 
911, do you think we know where you are?” 
And I said, “Yeah.” And they’re like, “We 
don’t.” And I was like, “Well, you need to 
do a pubhc service announcement about 
that.” I had no idea. All of the dispatchers 
I spoke to basically asked of me: “Will you 
please show us in a real light and not over¬ 
dramatize what this job is like?” I feel such 
complete commitment to do that. 

Then I spent a couple days sitting with 
911 operators on the floor. First of all, I 
can’t believe how high-tech it is. Every¬ 


one has a different thing going on and 
they’re constantly fielding phone calls 
from people and emergencies, and then 
the fire department, and then the police 
department. It’s all happening at break¬ 
neck pace. It’s such an incredible tal¬ 
ent and skill. I was so blown away. The 
first day when I was shooting my “9-1-1” 
stuff, it was a 15-hour day. It was just me 
in front of these monitors, and it was so 
challenging because I feel this commit¬ 
ment to these people that I really want 
to represent them in a way that feels 
authentic. Yet, at the same time, I don’t 
know how any of these computer screens 
work. At one point, I said, “I am not the 
right actress for this job!” 

In that time you were talking to these 
dispatchers, did you get a sense of 
what led them to this line of work? And 
what it takes to do this kind of job? 

A lot of them talked about how they 
wanted to do something to help people. A 
lot of them found out about this particu¬ 
lar job in circuitous ways. But when they 
heard about it, they thought, “Oh, that ac¬ 
tually might suit me better than becom¬ 
ing a pohce officer.” Or some of the other 
things that they’d been considering. 

I talked to a lot of them too about how 
you deal with the toll it takes on your 
psyche, and they all really said that they 
have to compartmentalize. ... They said, 
“Don’t try to make it seem hke every sad 
thing that happens, you’re going to be 
upset by it, because we (aren’t). We have 
to move on.” 

They don’t develop this sense of at¬ 
tachment, and we talk about that a lot on 
the show. But it’s definitely a temptation 
when some heartbreaking thing happens 
that you want to fall apart, because that’s 
what you and I would do. But these people 
have trained themselves. It’s part of their 
job. I remember while shooting, I had to 
say, “911, what’s your emergency?” and 
the director said to me: “OK, but maybe 
with a little more urgency.” And I was 
like, “Nope.” And that’s the challenge of 
it all — you want to overdramatize it. But 
these dispatchers are laser-focused, and 
there’s no drama in it. 


Musician tweets about 
album: ‘It’s personal’ 

Justin Timberlake is getting back to na¬ 
ture — with a little help from Pharrell Wil¬ 
liams, among others. 

Timberlake tweeted Monday that his new 
album, “Man of the Woods,” is coming on 
Feb. 2 and said, “It’s personal.” 

“This album is really inspired by my 
son, my wife, my family, but more so than 
any other album I’ve ever written, where 
I’m from,” he says in an outdoorsy video 
clip with the announcement that shows him 
walking in fields of snow, through rows of 
cornstalks and waist-deep in a lake. It also 
shows him working in a recording studio 
and gives viewers a glimpse of Williams 
alongside him. 

“Man of the Woods” is scheduled to land 
just three days before Timberlake gets the 
global spotlight with his performance at 
Super Bowl LI on Feb. 5, coming 14 years 
after his Super Bowl duet with Janet Jack- 
son that included her notorious “wardrobe 
malfunction.” 

E! orders documentary series 
about Rose McGowan 

E! is enlisting in the #RoseArmy. 

On Tuesday, the network ordered “Citizen 
Rose,” a documentary series that will follow 
actress and filmmaker Rose McGowan, who 
in the wake of the Harvey Weinstein scan¬ 
dal has also become one of Hollywood’s most 
outspoken activists. 

The five-part limited series is “a proj¬ 
ect that reflects a dramatically changing 
world,” according to El, and will take view¬ 
ers behind the scenes of McGowan’s “tumul¬ 
tuous and fascinating life” as she prepares 
to release her memoir, “Brave,” and rallies 
her supporters on social media. 

The series, executive produced by Mc¬ 
Gowan and Bunim-Murray Productions, the 
company behind unscripted staples such as 
“The Real World” and “Keeping Up with the 
Kardashians,” will debut in the spring with 
a two-hour documentary followed by four 
additional episodes. 

“I am thrilled to partner with E! to ampli¬ 
fy my message of bravery, art, joy and sur¬ 
vival,” McGowan said in a statement. 

Previously best known for her role in the 
the TV series “Charmed,” McGowan has 
more recently become a vocal advocate for 
survivors of rape, assault and harassment 
and for systemic change within the enter¬ 
tainment industry. She was one of the first 
women in the industry to speak out against 
film producer Weinstein, whom she has ac¬ 
cused of rape, and was among the “Silence 
Breakers” honored by Time magazine as 
2017’s person of the year. 

Other news 

■ On Tuesday HGTV aired the latest in¬ 
stallment of “Fixer Upper” starring Chip 
and Joanna Gaines. Afterward, Chip turned 
to social media to announce that the couple 
is expecting. Chip 43, and Joanna, 39, are al¬ 
ready the proud parents of Drake, 12; Ella, 
11; Duke, 9; and Emmie, 7, who appear on 
their show, which is based in Waco, Texas. 
On Instagram, Chip wrote: “Gaines party 
of 7. (If you are still confused. WE ARE 
PREGNANT).” 

■ Paris Hilton, the hotel heiress who be¬ 
came a reality star and DJ, is going from 
the simple life to the married life. Hilton 
confirmed on Tuesday that actor beau Chris 
Zylka had popped the question and she said 
“yas.” 

■ Peggy Cummins, who starred in the film 
noir classic “Gun Crazy,” died Dec. 29. She 
was 92. The actress played a carnival sharp- 
shooter-turned-murderous-bank robber in 
the 1950 flick and died surrounded by family 
in a London hospital after suffering a stroke, 
her friend Dee Kirkwood, a fellow trustee of 
Stars Foundation for Cerebral Palsy, told The 
Hollywood Reporter. 

From wire reports 
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Uber investors sell at discount, make billions 


Even though they sold at roughly a 30 
percent discount from what the shares were 
worth in 2016, those who invested early 
made nearly 100 times their initial stake. 


By Tom Krisher 

Associated Press 

DETROIT — Investors in the 
Uber ride-hailing service didn’t 
get all they wanted in selling at 
least part of their holdings to a 
group led by Japanese technology 
conglomerate SoftBank. 

But don’t show them too much 
sympathy. 

Even though they sold at rough¬ 
ly a 30 percent discount from 
what the shares were worth in 
2016, those who invested early 
made nearly 100 times their ini¬ 
tial stake, going from around 35 
cents per share to just under $33, 
according to one investor who re¬ 
quested anonymity because the 
sales are private. 

Uber was valued around $68.5 
billion during a 2016 capital invest¬ 
ment, but it dropped to somewhere 
above $48 billion in the SoftBank 
deal announced last week. The 
reasons for the discount are many. 


among them the seemingly endless 
string of scandals, lawsuits and 
fights that plagued Uber through 
almost all of 2017. Also, competi¬ 
tion has gotten tougher from Lyft 
and Grab in the US. as well as Ola 
in India and several emerging ser¬ 
vices elsewhere. 

During the past year, Uber has 
been rocked by revelations of 
rampant sexual harassment in the 
company, technological trickery 
designed to hinder regulators, and 
a yearlong cover-up of a hacking 
attack that stole personal informa¬ 
tion of 57 million passengers and 
600,000 drivers. 

Rohit Kulkarni, managing di¬ 
rector of SharesPost, a company 


that analyzes private company 
investments, says three big events 
that happened around the time 
that SoftBank began courting in¬ 
vestors combined to discount the 
shares. Just before SoftBank’s 
intent to shop for shares was an¬ 
nounced, regulators in London 
refused to renew the cab-hailing 
app’s license to operate. Then the 
data hack and cover-up were re¬ 
vealed, and the company told in¬ 
vestors its third-quarter net loss 
had widened to $1.46 billion on 
huge legal costs. 

The events helped SoftBank’s 
group get a better deal, Kulkarni 
said. 

Many big Uber investors include 


venture capital firms that got in 
early. They hedged their bets, sell¬ 
ing part of their stake to bring big 
profits to their shareholders while 
holding the rest for big gains if the 
company gets past the scandals, 
the investor said. 

The SoftBank group will pump 
about $9 billion into Uber, includ¬ 
ing $1.25 billion in new shares that 
were purchased at the 2016 valua¬ 
tion. SoftBank acquired about 15 
percent of Uber, while other in¬ 
vestors in its group got around 3 
percent. 

The deal, due to close this 
month, also brings management 
stability to Uber, reducing the in¬ 
fluence of ousted CEO Travis Ka- 
lanick. SoftBank, which has global 
investments in other ride-hailing 
companies, gets two seats on the 
board and will help Uber navigate 
the tough global competition, said 
Kulkarni. 

Uber’s new CEO, Dara Khos- 
rowshahi, and COO, Barney Har- 


McDonald’s tests fresh beef in another burger 


By Joseph Pisani 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK — McDonald’s is 
testing the use of fresh beef in 
another burger, the latest move 
by the fast food chain to swap out 
frozen beef as it seeks to improve 
its image. 

The company said Tuesday 
that the new burger, called Arch¬ 
burger, is being tested in seven 
McDonald’s restaurants in Tulsa, 
Okla. McDonald’s held simi¬ 
lar tests for fresh beef Quarter 
Pounders for about a year be¬ 
fore announcing in March that 
it would roll it out to most of its 


14,000 restaurants by the middle 
of this year. McDonald’s said the 
latest test is limited, and it is seek¬ 
ing feedback from customers and 
its restaurants. 

McDonald’s Corp. has made 
several changes to its menu in re¬ 
cent years in an attempt to appeal 
to Americans who are increasing¬ 
ly concerned with the ingredients 
in their food. The world’s largest 
burger chain, for example, has 
cut artificial preservatives from 
Chicken McNuggets and switched 
out the apple juice in its Happy 
Meals for one with less sugar. 

Fresh beef is a big change for 
the Oak Brook, Ill.-based com¬ 


pany, which has relied on frozen 
beef patties for more than 40 
years. 

The Archburger test could 
mean the company is open to ex¬ 
panding the use of fresh beef to 
even more menu items, analysts 
at Nomura said in a note to clients 
Tuesday. The analysts also said 
the rollout of fresh beef Quarter 
Pounders later this year could 
boost a key sales figure at the 
chain. 

McDonald’s said that, at less 
than 3 ounces, the fresh beef pat¬ 
ties used in the Archburger are 
slightly smaller than those in the 


Quarter Pounder and larger than 
the ones in its hamburgers and 
cheeseburgers. 


MARKET WATCH 


Jan. 2, 2018 

Dow Jones 104.79 

industrials 24,824.01 

Nasdaq 103.51 

composite 7,006.90 

Standard & 22.20 

Poor’s 500 2,695.81 

Russell 1450 


ford, are experienced executives 
who successfully increased share 
value at travel booking companies, 
said Kulkarni, who expects Uber 
to be worth a total of $100 billion 
by the time it offers shares to the 
public sometime in 2019. 

To get there, though, they must 
get a handle on regulatory dis¬ 
putes with governments like the 
one in London, and they have to 
show at least a trend line toward 
making money, he said. 

“A pathway to profitability is a 
must,” Kulkarni said. 


EXCHANGE RATES 


Military rates 

Euro costs (Jan. 4). 

Dollar buys (Jan. 4). 
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nonlocal currency exchange rates (i.e., 
purchasing British pounds in Germany), 
check with your local military banking 
facility. Commercial rates are interbank 
rates provided for reference when buying 
currency. All figures are foreign currencies 
to one dollar, except for the British pound, 
which is represented in dollars-to-pound, 
and the euro, which is dollars-to-euro.) 
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INTEREST RATES 


Prime rate.4.50 

Discount rate.2.00 

Federal funds market rate.1.17 

3-month bill.1.44 

30-year bond.2.81 
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OPINION _ 

Carlson tops the competition again 


By Kathleen Parker 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
f karma is a b—justice is a beauty 
queen. 

After recent revelations that the 
CEO of the Miss America Organiza¬ 
tion and its pageant scriptwriter were talk¬ 
ing trash about past winners, the board 
fired them both and installed Gretchen 
Carlson, a former Miss America (1989) and 
Fox News anchor, as its new chairwoman. 

Carlson, you might say, was in the right 
place at the right time — one she basically 
created. It isn’t exaggeration to say that 
Carlson launched the ongoing anti-harass¬ 
ment crusade when she sued her former 
boss. Fox News founder Roger Ailes. He 
left the company, and Fox settled with 
Carlson for a rumored $20 million. 

Next, Carlson wrote a book about her 
experience, “Be Fierce,” which shined an 
even brighter light on the frequent and 
largely ignored incidence of sexual harass¬ 
ment. Now she has been crowned again, 
this time as the head of the organization 
that first put her on the national map de¬ 
cades ago. 

Although she didn’t technically start the 
#MeToo movement that took over social 
media several months ago, she should be 
credited with helping bestir women to find 
their voices. An idea needs mass and en¬ 
ergy to become a movement, and the purg¬ 
ing of Fox’s misogynist man cave seems to 
have been the pebble that caused the ripple 
that became the tsunami that led to dozens 
(and still counting) of powerful men being 
fired nationwide following accusations of 
sexual misconduct. 


With her recent anointment, Carlson has 
come full circle in what must feel like jus¬ 
tice for this Stanford graduate and world- 
class violinist. Always confident and a 
little bullheaded, by her own accounting, 
she was an unlikely victim. But her ex¬ 
perience at Fox and her many interviews 
with other women helped her discover a 
greater purpose. That such nasty disre¬ 
spect toward women should surface, of all 
places, at the Miss America Organization 
is alternately shocking and juicy fruit for 
the tartly inclined. CEO Sam Haskell and 
writer Lewis Friedman weren’t merely 
disrespectful; they were disgusting. Also, 
one notes, stupid. 

It all started in 2014 with an email from 
Haskell to Friedman about changing the 
telecast script: “I have decided that when 
referring to a woman who was once Miss 
America, we are no longer going to call 
them Forever Miss Americas ... please 
change all script copy to reflect that they 
are Former Miss Americas!” 

Friedman replied, “I’d already changed 
‘Forevers’ to ‘C-ts.’ Does that work for 
you?” 

“Perfect... bahahaha,” Haskell replied. 

This is doubtless amusing to pageant 
haters, but outrage from more than 50 for¬ 
mer pageant winners muffled the chortles 
of those who find such remarks entertain¬ 
ing. These apparently included some of the 
board members, who also have resigned. 
The emails might have gone unnoticed — 
and, in fact, did for a few years — were it 
not for the fact that several million women 
are in a bad mood at the moment. 

The irony is that feminists, including 
the #MeToo cavalry, might be expected 


to rally alongside Carlson and other Miss 
Americas to fight the boys-will-be-boys 
excuse for sexual misconduct. But we’ve 
learned from past episodes that many 
feminists suffer selective outrage. The re¬ 
buffing of Democratic Sen. A1 Franken, 
notwithstanding, they are hard-pressed 
to align themselves with beauty queens, 
whose participation in contests involving 
a bikini strut and cultivation of an “ideal” 
woman (circa 1950) is viewed as a symbol¬ 
ic obstacle in the battle for equality. 

Rallying the troops for Barbie is a hard 
sell as long as she’s prancing around 
nearly naked before judges who will de¬ 
cide whether she’s got the right stuffing. 
Acknowledging this conflict of interests 
doesn’t change the reality, however, that 
young women who have put in the time, 
sweat and investment required to compete 
in a national competition deserve at least 
respect, especially from the organization 
that sponsors them. 

The contestants may not be everyone’s 
ideal of womanhood, but whom do they 
hurt? After nearly 100 years of pageants, 
there’s no record of a Miss America posing 
a danger to society. Nor, one may rationally 
infer, has any winner felt objectified by the 
$50,000 scholarship money. 

So, she can’t be married while she holds 
the title. Nor can she be pregnant. Are 
these restrictions really so essential to full 
female autonomy? And, finally, who cares?! 
The pageant is a tradition, for better or 
worse. As an agnostic observer, I suspect 
that Carlson will make it better and per¬ 
haps lead this archaic institution toward 
a female role model who more closely re¬ 
sembles who we aspire to be. 


The hardest workers aren’t doing the best work 


By Jerry Useem 

Bloomberg View 

A t the 2014 World Cup soccer tour¬ 
nament in Brazil, U.S. midfielder 
Michael Bradley put up a statistic 
that wowed folks back home: He 
ran farther than anyone else. 

Through three games, Bradley covered 
a total of 23.4 miles, according to a micro¬ 
transmitter embedded in his cleat, while 
his team finished tops among nations in 
“work rate,” a simple measure of move¬ 
ment per minute otherwise known as run¬ 
ning around. Commentators at The New 
York Times, U.S. News and NBC Sports 
were duly impressed. 

Left unmentioned was the fact that the 
lowest work rate of the tournament by 
a nondefender was recorded by its most 
valuable player, Argentine goal machine 
Lionel Messi. 

It seems strange that soccer’s greatest 
player spends most of his time moving at a 
golfer’s pace. And also that those hustling 
Americans couldn’t even qualify for the 
2018 World Cup. 

But forthcoming research by the Norwe¬ 
gian-born business scholar Morten Han¬ 
sen supports the idea that people who do 
the most work aren’t the ones who do the 
best work. And it raises this interesting 
question: Could America’s valorization of 
hustle be a cause of failure? 

Hansen, a management professor at 
the University of California at Berkeley, 
has just wrapped up a five-year study of 
American workers. His main finding, as 
summarized in a recent interview: “The 
top performers in this data set do less.” 

It’s not that successful people don’t work 
hard, though they tend not to be the ones 


pulling the longest hours. It’s that they do 
fewer things, and seem to have better de¬ 
veloped mechanisms for deciding what not 
to do. 

For his research, Hansen signed up 
4,964 people (store managers, plant fore¬ 
men, sales reps and one Las Vegas casino 
dealer) to record the work habits of their 
bosses, their subordinates and themselves. 

It turned out that some people who did 
less just accomplished less. But the top 
performers also did less, and seemed to 
have a knack for figuring out how to side¬ 
step inessential tasks to obsess on a few im¬ 
portant things. Just as Messi’s long periods 
of inactivity allowed him to focus on explo¬ 
sive runs toward the goal, these corporate 
paragons were able to bring extraordinary 
force to bear on a few vital activities be¬ 
cause of committees not joined, initiatives 
not undertaken, podcasts not recorded. 

In an office context, the concept of con¬ 
serving energy is a bit heretical. A busy 
person is a successful person, we’re re¬ 
peatedly told, and team players say “Yes, 
and...” 

That makes saying “no” a skill in itself 

In his forthcoming book, “Great at 
Work,” Hansen gives examples of how top 
performers successfully dodge distracting 
tasks without antagonizing bosses and col¬ 
leagues. Hansen cites the case of James, a 
junior management consultant who, when 
asked to add an extra sales pitch to his 
docket, declined without actually saying 
no. He told his boss that adding the task 
would result in diminished attention to an 
all-important merger project. This left the 
actual decision to the boss, reinforced his 
position as decision-maker, and had the 
effect of paring James’ workload without 
hurting his social capital. 


“The question Are you available?’ is one 
you should never answer,” Hansen said. 

Handling outside pressure is half the 
trick. The other part involves resisting in¬ 
ternal pressure. 

To illustrate the point, Hansen’s book 
relates the story of Susan Bishop, an ex¬ 
ecutive recruiter who learned to resist the 
urge to please every client. She started by 
resolving to decline assignments outside 
her specialty, media companies, and an¬ 
nounced her new practice to her employees. 
That gave her the courage to turn down an 
overture from Coca-Cola for a nonmedia 
executive-search job, albeit “with knees 
knocking and palms sweating,” Hansen 
writes. 

Such stories, of course, don’t necessar¬ 
ily prove anything. Hansen acknowledges 
that he can’t rule out the possibility of re¬ 
verse causality — the idea that the Lionel 
Messis of the world can be choosy because 
they’re star performers, not the other way 
around. 

Most likely, Hansen speculates, is that 
cause and effect go both ways. Strategi¬ 
cally selective workers get ahead. As they 
build reputations, opportunities multiply. 
Book deals lead to speaking offers that 
lead to online teaching opportunities. Se¬ 
lectivity becomes ever more essential to 
continued success. 

“If you’re not careful,” Hansen said, 
“you can expand your scope until you lose 
one of the elements that made you success¬ 
ful in the first place.” 

Hustle may be a virtue. But it’s hard 
work to prevent it from becoming a vice. 

Jerry Useem has covered business and economics 
for Fortune, The New York Times and other publi¬ 
cations. He is a contributing editor at the Atlantic. 
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Trump right to tell Iran the world is watching 



By David Ignatius 
Washington Post Writers Group 

WASHINGTON 
hink of the Iranian uprising as a 
bottom-up revolt by people who 
feel they’ve been ignored by a 
corrupt elite. The issues and the 
faces in the street are very different from 
those of the populist movements that swept 
America and Europe in 2016, but you sense 
a resonance: “Make Iran Great Again” and 
“Iran First.” 

This revolt probably won’t topple the Is¬ 
lamic Republic, but it certainly has deep¬ 
ened the fault lines. It shows that Iran’s 
revolutionary adventures in the Middle 
East carry a cost at home. And it puts a 
cocky, belligerent regime on its back foot. 
For unlike the 2009 “Green Movement,” 
this isn’t primarily an urban, elite pro¬ 
test, but something potentially broader. A 
crackdown could backfire. 

“This is a nationwide uprising taking 
place all over Iran,” argues Alireza Nader, 
a senior policy analyst at the Rand Corp. 
who has been monitoring the protests since 
they began. “The government has been 
taken by surprise and the security forces 
have been slow to act.” It’s a revolt of the 
mustazafin, or dispossessed, Nader says, 
but also of the urban middle class. 

President Donald Trump’s enthusiasm 
for the protesters has bubbled over in his 
tweets. Explains a senior administration of¬ 
ficial: Dissent shows Iran has “deep struc¬ 
tural problems” and a corrupt economic 
system, dominated by the Revolutionary 
Guard Corps, that is “unsustainable.” The 
White House sensibly plans to work with 
allies to hold Iran accountable for any 
violence against its citizens. Argues the 
senior official: “Iran is now encountering 
the cost of the choices they’ve made. That’s 
not going away until they make different 


choices.” 

Like most social upheavals, this one was 
obvious only in hindsight. But there were 
hints. Last April, as moderate President 
Hassan Rouhani was on his way to re- 
election, voters clearly wanted economic 
growth. Asked about their income levels, 
54 percent of Iranians surveyed by the To¬ 
ronto-based IranPoll answered either “I 
hardly get by” or “It is very difficult to get 
by.” Last year, Gallup reported that Iran 
ranked third on its Negative Experience 
Index, after Iraq and South Sudan. 

Partly, this is a revolution of rising ex¬ 
pectations. Iranians had hoped that Rou¬ 
hani and the nuclear deal he championed 
with the West would bring new investment, 
jobs and the dynamic modern life Iranians 
want. But this hasn’t happened. Frustrated 
people get angry, and their rage eventually 
surges into the streets. 

The protesters denounce both Rouhani’s 
reformers and the hard-liners led by Su¬ 
preme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
They come from Iran’s equivalents of “red 
states” and “blue states” alike. On videos, 
you can see protesters taunting two of the 
regime’s most sacred cows, Khamenei and 
Gen. Qassem Soleimani, head of the Quds 
Force. 

As U.S. officials have tried to reconstruct 
events of the past week, they see a sponta¬ 
neous, diffuse movement that ignited like 
sparks on dry tinder. The first big protest 
was last Thursday in the conservative 
stronghold of Mashhad in eastern Iran. 
U.S. officials think it was initially orga¬ 
nized by Khamenei’s supporters to protest 
Rouhani’s economic policies, but it quickly 
spread so that the mullahs, too, became a 
target. 

The next big protest came in Kerman- 
shah, a Kurdish-dominated area along the 
western border. The region was rocked by 
a powerful earthquake in November, kill¬ 


ing more than 500 and wounding nearly 
10,000, and protesters blamed corrupt 
building inspectors. Protests then spread 
to Ahvaz, an Arab-dominated city in the 
south, to Isfahan in the center and to sev¬ 
eral dozen other cities. 

The people in the streets have defied gov¬ 
ernment intimidation, which had crushed 
the 2009 revolt. Watch their videos and you 
can hear the chants that echo across the 
country: “Death to the dictator,” “Leave 
Syria, think of us,” “Don’t be afraid, we 
stand together, and “We’ll die to get Iran 
back.” One clip shows a female protester 
calling out the men around her: “What are 
you waiting for? Be men. Come forward.” 

Karim Sadjadpour, a leading Iran analyst 


with the Carnegie Endowment for Inter¬ 
national Peace, summarizes the surprise 
explosion: “No one anticipated this. It hap¬ 
pened in the Islamic Republic’s heartland. 
It reflects a feeling of utter frustration and 
despair toward everyone and every part of 
the system.” 

The world is watching. That’s the right 
message for Trump, and every other lead¬ 
er who cares about Iran’s future. Rouhani 
may sympathize with this revolt — these 
are the people who voted for him, after 
all — but Khamenei will want to crush it. 
The best gift America can give the Iranian 
people is a digital lifeline, so humanity can 
witness their brave struggle and encour¬ 
age them to prevail. 



Regime in crosshairs because it makes reform impossible 


By Christian Caryl 

The Washington Post 

I ranians are taking to the streets on a 
scale that hasn’t been seen in nearly a 
decade. Over the past six days, dem¬ 
onstrations have taken place in more 
than two dozen towns and cities, from the 
Shiite seminary town of Mashhad (Iran’s 
second-largest) to remote provincial cen¬ 
ters and the working-class neighborhoods 
of Tehran. So far at least 20 people have 
been killed. 

We have no way of knowing how this is 
going to end. The new generation of pro¬ 
testers — some of whom have torn down 
posters of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei and staged attacks on police 
stations — appears to be fiercely deter¬ 
mined. But the Iranian state is equipped 
with a gigantic apparatus of repression 
that is primed to crush even the slightest 
signs of dissent. 

Whatever its ultimate consequences, 
the current surge of unrest is already a 
significant watershed in the history of 
modern Iran. Previous generations of 
demonstrators still harbored the hope that 
the theocratic system could be changed 
from within. They believed that by voting 
for reformist candidates, they could gradu¬ 
ally coax it into something more open and 
democratic. The current protesters have 
given up that hope. 

Why? One reason has to do with the 
so-called Green Movement of 2009. Back 
then, hundreds of thousands of Iranians 
took to the streets in what began as a pro¬ 
test against election fraud. Many of the 
demonstrators had cast their votes for re- 


Previous generations 
of demonstrators still 
harbored the hope that the 
theocratic system could be 
changed from within. The 
current protesters have 
given up that hope. 


formist candidate Mir Hossein Mousavi. 
But the victory went instead to Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, whose supporters in the 
conservative clergy allegedly fixed the re¬ 
sults on his behalf 

Members of the pro-Mousavi opposi¬ 
tion — many of them young and middle- 
class — had fervently hoped that putting 
him into office would open up a new era 
of liberalization. When Ahmadinejad was 
declared the winner, it showed that the re¬ 
gime’s hard-line elements were not going 
to allow that. Protesters became radical¬ 
ized, harshly criticizing the regime, and 
the crackdown that followed was predict¬ 
ably vicious. Some protesters were killed; 
we’ll probably never know how many for 
sure. Thousands were arrested or dis¬ 
persed into exile. 

The second blow to the dream of an Ira¬ 
nian perestroika has been delivered by 
the current president, Hassan Rouhani, 
who was elected to his first term in 2013 
and re-elected last year. Posing as the new 
“reformist” candidate, Rouhani won votes 
by pandering to Iranians with vague prom¬ 


ises of change. 

He has signally failed to deliver. Iran’s 
nuclear deal with the West, which gave 
Tehran sanctions relief in turn for post¬ 
poning its weapons program, was sup¬ 
posed to usher in a new wave of prosperity. 
It hasn’t happened. And Rouhani himself 
has shown that this failure was primarily 
Iran’s fault. 

Late last year, he tried to make good on 
promises of transparency by publishing 
details of the national budget, but the move 
backfired. Many Iranians were incensed 
to learn that billions of dollars were going 
to obscure religious foundations run by 
regime notables — in addition to the vast 
government spending on Iran’s military 
adventures in Syria, Iraq and Lebanon. 
All this is taking place in the context of an 
economy where real youth unemployment 
is estimated at around 40 percent. It’s strik¬ 
ing that the current cohort of protesters 
appears to embrace many young people of 
lower- or working-class origins. 

Given all this, it’s easy to understand 
why the government’s announcement of 
a series of price rises for basic staples at 
the end of December triggered widespread 
anger. As we’ve seen in other autocracies 
in the past, economically motivated pro¬ 
tests often morph into political ones over 
time. 

In this case, though, the demonstrators’ 
concerns went almost immediately from 
the price of eggs to demands for regime 
change. Just three days in, the BBC was 
already relaying reports of an attack on 
the local headquarters of the pro-govern¬ 
ment Basij militia in the central Iranian 
town of Arak. In Mashhad, where the un¬ 


rest began on Dec. 28, protesters actually 
tried to set a seminary on fire. In Tehran, 
others torched police motorcycles. 

And the protesters certainly aren’t talk¬ 
ing about illusory promises of reform. 
Their slogans are striking: “Death to the 
dictator” and “Clerics should get lost.” 
“Leave Syria, think about us!” “We don’t 
want an Islamic Republic.” “The Islamic 
revolution was our mistake.” It’s worth not¬ 
ing, by the way, that publicly disparaging 
Khamenei — as many protesters have so 
far done — is a crime in Iran that is subject 
to harsh punishment, including imprison¬ 
ment and flogging. 

Predictably enough, the Iranian authori¬ 
ties have tried to dismiss the unrest as the 
fruit of foreign machinations. But don’t ex¬ 
pect the public to be fooled — it’s not the 
Saudis or the Americans, after all, who are 
responsible for the endemic corruption, 
the mismanagement or the Revolutionary 
Guard’s monopolistic stranglehold over the 
economy. All these things show precisely 
why the current system — like the old So¬ 
viet Union — can’t allow reform without 
condemning itself to collapse. 

That many Iranians now seem to realize 
this does not bode well for the country’s 
future. By making true reform impossible, 
the current regime now seems determined 
to show that the only realistic option for 
change is one of violent confrontation — 
leading some citizens to express fear that 
their country could be heading down the 
road to “another Syria.” Let’s hope that 
they can find a way out. 

tfiristlan Caryl is an editor with The WaThTrigToTT' 

Post’s Global Opinions section. 
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ACROSS 

1 Cote calls 
5 “My word!” 

8 Recipe meas. 

12— Major 

13 Seminary subj. 

14 Luau dance 

15 End-of-week 
letters 

16 Rage 

17 Sport shirt brand 

18 Brittle candy 
20 At the home 

of (Fr.) 

22 Intersection 
concern 
26 Conestoga, 
for one 

29 Curator’s focus 

30 Slangy suffix 

31 Unsigned (Abbr.) 

32 Glamorous 


51 Carried out 

52 Cruise stop 
53Asta’s mistress 

54 World Cup cheer 

55 Ancient Brit 

DOWN 

1 Cigar remnant 

2 Jason’s ship 

3 “Dream on!” 

4 Paella spice 

5 “Peer Gynt Suite” 
composer 

6 Always, in verse 

7 Sister of Orestes 

8 Pilferer 

9 Bit of techno¬ 
jargon 

10 -mo 

11 Writer’s block? 

19 Aachen article 


21 Stolen 

23 Mayhem 

24 Medicinal plant 

25 Show ennui 

26 Ragamuffin 

27 Novelist Rice 

28 Eager achiever 

32 Creamy pasta 
sauce 

33 Type of 
crossword 

35 Nemesis 

36 Small batteries 

38 Pageant crown 

39 Summa cum — 

42 Lighten 

43 Void partner 

44 Undo a dele 

45 Light brown 

46 I love (Lat.) 

48 Be sick 
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35 “Alice” waitress 
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37 Character flaw 
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40 Level 

41 Trembling trees 
45 “Toodle-oo!” 

47 Vichy water 

49 Lacking slack 

50 From the U.S. 
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: OF TFIE GROUP OF 
SCRIBES WHO FELL INTO THE SWIMMING 
POOL, YOU SEEM TO BE THE SOPPIEST COPYIST. 
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: I equals N 
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Yuko Saito saito.yuko@stripes.com 
(81-3)6385.3267 DSN 315.229.3267 


Reader Letters ietters@stripes.ci 


ClassifiedsEUROPE 


For information on Commercial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012 


Announcements 040 


SCAM 

FADS 

Classifieds scams can 

Be aware of the common 





buy sight unseen and have 
the vehicle shipped 


■ People saying Free Dog 


Automotive 1^ 


SELLER BEWARE 


Individuals placing 
classified advertising 
should use discretion in 
concluding the sale of their 
property. Not all potential 
buyers are reputable or 
honest. Stars and Stripes 
suggests that you take 
precautions to ensure that 
potential buyers are 
reputable and will be able 
to fulfill the terms of the 
sale. Stars and Stripes is not 
liable for the contractual 
relationship between 
sellers and buyers of 
merchandise advertised in 
the newspaper or on the 
web site. 


Autos for Sale 
- Germany 1^ 

Auto - Quality Pre-owned 
US SPEC Vehicles 

Free Europe-wide delivery 

ra 


Jobs Offered 630 


HELP WANTED 

H&Fl Block in Mainz Kastel is 

time tax consultant. Call or email 
Mr. Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons @ hrblock.com. 


Looking for Full time 

Receptionist at the H&R Block 
at the KMCC Mall on Ramstein 
Airbase.. Call or email Mr. 
Clemons 06145-5490684 or 
eclemons @ hrblock.com. 


Tax Assistance_^ 


^^R BLOCKS 

N 

^1 

X help. 

Germany H&R BlockTax 
Offices Get face-to-face ta 

Ramstein Wiesbaden 

06371-8020410 06134-256963 i 

Vilseck 

01735-736112 

^Email: eclemons@hrblock.com^ 


Travel 1000 


Read STARSiQfSTRIPES. online at 


www.stripes.com 


"Winter in Garmisch!" 

N of Garmisch Hot tub/sauna 
39eur PP, DBL occp, free brkfst, 
dogs welcome. 08824-9120 

a 


Off Duty? Amuse Yourself! 


Concerts, events, TV, 
movies, video games, 
celebrity antics... 
Get entertained with... 


STARSkg^STRIPES. 




Stripes.com supplies constant updates, on news of interest — including reports from our overseas military bases in 
Europe, Pacific, Southwest Asia and the Mideast, and coverage of the Pentagon and Capitol Hill. 

Also available on mobile apps for Android smartphones and as an iOS app for both iPhone and iPad. 


STARS^STRIPES. 

Mobile • Online • Print 
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OhI The Places Veil II See wiih 
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VISIT 
BEFORE 
YOU GO! 


Stripes.com/travel 

Europe.Stripes.com 

Guam.Stripes.com 

Japan.Stripes.com 

Korea.Stripes.com 

Oki nawa .Stri pes.com 







Thursday, January 4,2018 


Stars and Stripes 




Page 25 


SCOREBOARD 


Sports 
on AFN 


Go to the American Forces 
Network website for the most 
up-to-date TV schedules. 

myafn.net 


Tuesday’s transactions 

BASKETBALL 

National Basketball Association 

CHiCAGO BULLS - Assigned F/C Cris- 
tiano Felicio and G Zach LaVine to Windy 
City (NBAGL). 

MEMPHiS GRIZZLIES - Assigned F 
ivan Rabb to Memphis (NBAGL). 

FOOTBALL 

National Football League 

ARIZONA CARDINALS - Announced 
the retirement of QB Carson Paimer. 
Signed WR Carlton Agudosi, DL Peli Anau, 
CB Jarell Carter, LB Vontarrius Dora, CB 
Jonathan Moxey, WR Rashad Ross, DL 
Pasoni Tasini, RB Darius Victor, OL Josh 
Allen and LS Drew Williams to reserve- 
future contracts. 

ATLANTA FALCONS - Placed G Andy 
Levitre on injured reserve. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS - Signed coach 
Marvin Lewis to a two-year contract ex¬ 
tension. 

GREEN BAY PACKERS - Reassigned ex¬ 
ecutive vice president, general manager 
and director of football operations Ted 
Thompson to senior adviser to football 
operations. Signed WR Jake Kumerow, 
WR Colby Pearson, TE Robert Tonyan, LS 
Zach Triner and WR DeAngelo Yancey. 

KANSAS CITY CHIEFS - Placed WR 
De’Anthony Thomas and RB Akeem Hunt 
on injured reserve. Signed WR Marcus 
Kemp and RB C.J. Spiller from the prac¬ 
tice squad. 

LOS ANGELES CHARGERS - Signed 
WR Andre Patton, CB Jeff Richards and 
WR Artavis Scott to reserve-future con¬ 
tracts. 

OAKLAND RAIDERS - Signed DE Fadol 
Brown, WR Keon Hatcher, DB Darius Hil¬ 
ary, RB Elijah Wood, S Tevin Mitchel, LS 
Bradley Northnagel, DL Joby Saint Fleur, 
G Jordan Simmons and DL Shakir Soto to 
reserve-future contracts. 

WASHINGTON REDSKINS - Signed QB 
Stephen Morris to a reserve-future con¬ 
tract. 

HOCKEY 

National Hockey League 

MINNESOTA WILD - Activated LW 
Zach Parise from the long-term injured 
reserve list. Reassigned RW Zack Mitch¬ 
ell to Iowa (AHL). 

SOCCER 

Major League Soccer 

D.C. UNITED — Signed M Junior More¬ 
no on a permanent transfer from Zulia 
FC (Venezuela). 

LOS ANGELES FOOTBALL CLUB - 

Signed D Jordan Harvey. 

PORTLAND TIMBERS - Acquired D 
Julio Cascante from Deportiva Saprissa 
(Costa Rica) for targeted allocation 
money. 

COLLEGE 

ARIZONA — Fired football coach Rich 
Rodriguez. 

AUBURN - RB Kerryon Johnson an¬ 
nounced he will enter the NFL Draft. 

CONCORDIA (ORE.) - Named Kim 
Dehning interim director of golf. 

NEBRASKA - OL Nick Gates an¬ 
nounced he will enter the NFL Draft. 

OREGON STATE - RB Ryan Nall an¬ 
nounced he will enter the NFL Draft. 

PENN STATE - Named Jeff Cook men’s 
soccer coach. 

UTAH — Named Gary Andersen asso¬ 
ciate head football coach and defensive 
assistant. 


College football 

1 

Pro football 

1 

Tennis 


AP sportlight 


Bowl schedule 

Saturday, Dec. 16 
Celebration Bowl 
At Atlanta 

NC A&T 21, Grambling State 14 

New Orleans Bowl 
Troy 50, North Texas 30 

Cure Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Georgia State 27, Western Kentucky 17 

Las Vegas Bowl 
Boise State 38, Oregon 28 

New Mexico Bowi 
Aibuquerque 

Marshall 31, Colorado State 28 

Cameiiia Bowi 
Montgomery, Aia. 

Middle Tennessee 35, Arkansas State 30 

Tuesday, Dec. 19 
Boca Raton (Fia.) Bowi 
FAU 50, Akron 3 

Wednesday, Dec. 20 
Frisco (Texas) Bowi 
Louisiana Tech 51, SMU 10 
Thursday, Dec. 21 
Gaspariiia Bowi 
At St. Petersburg, Fia. 

Temple 28, FlU 3 

Friday, Dec. 22 
Bahamas Bowi 
Nassau 
Ohio 41, UAB6 

Famous idaho Potato Bowi 
Boise 

Wyoming 37, Central Michigan 14 

Saturday, Dec. 23 
Birmingham (Aia.) Bowi 
South Florida 38, Texas Tech 34 
Armed Forces Bowi 
Fort Worth, Texas 
Army 42, San Diego State 35 
Doiiar General Bowi 
Mobile, Ala. 

Appalachian State 34, Toledo 0 

Sunday, Dec. 24 
Hawaii Bowl 


the first expansion team to win the NFL 
title by beating the Cleveland Browns 27- 
7 in 8-degree temperatures in Blooming¬ 
ton, Minn. 

1970 — Kansas City’s defense, high¬ 
lighted by four interceptions, three in 
the final quarter, carries the Chiefs to a 
17-7 victory over Oakland Raiders in the 
last AFL title game. 

1986 — Eric Dickerson shatters the 
NFL playoff record with a 248-yard rush¬ 
ing performance and two touchdowns to 
lead the Los Angeles Rams to a 20-0 win 
over the Dallas Cowboys. 

1991 — Fu Mingxia, a 12-year-old from 
China, becomes the youngest world ti- 
tlist in the history of any aquatic event 
by winning the women’s platform gold 
medal at the World Swimming Champi¬ 
onships in Perth, Australia. 

1992 — Mike Gartner of the New York 
Rangers scores his 1,000th NHL point 
with a power-play goal in the third peri¬ 
od of a 6-4 loss to the New Jersey Devils. 

2000 — Top-ranked Florida State, the 
preseason No. 1, holds off Virginia Tech 
46-29 in the Sugar Bowl to finish 12-0 and 
win the national championship. Florida 
State is the first team to go wire-to-wire 
in The Associated Press’ poll since pre¬ 
season rankings began in 1950. 


Fresno State 33, Houston 27 

Tuesday, Dec. 26 
Heart of Dallas Bowl 
Utah 30, West Virginia 14 
Quick Lane Bowl 
Detroit 

Duke 36, Northern Illinois 14 

Cactus Bowl 
Phoenix 

Kansas State 35, UCLA 17 

Wednesday, Dec. 27 
Independence Bowl 
Shreveport, La. 

Florida State 42, Southern Mississippi 13 

Pinstripe Bowl 
Bronx, N.Y. 

Iowa 27, Boston College 20 

Foster Farms Bowl 
Santa Clara, Calif. 

Purdue 38, Arizona 35 
Texas Bowl 
Houston 
Texas 33, Missouri 16 

Thursday, Dec. 28 
Military Bowl 
Annapolis, Md. 

Navy 49, Virginia 7 

Camping World Bowl 
Orlando, Fla. 

Oklahoma State 30, Virginia Tech 21 

Alamo Bowl 
San Antonio 

TCU 39, Stanford 37 

Holiday Bowl 
San Diego 

Michigan State 42, Washington State 17 

Friday, Dec. 29 
Beik Bowi 
Chariotte, N.C. 

Wake Forest 55, Texas A&M 52 

Sun Bowi 
Ei Paso, Texas 

North Carolina State 52, Arizona State 31 

Music City Bowi 
Nashviiie, Tenn. 
Northwestern 24, Kentucky 23 

Arizona Bowi 
Tucson, Ariz. 

New Mexico State 26, Utah State 20, OT 

Cotton Bowi Ciassic 
Ariington, Texas 
Ohio State 24, Southern Cal 7 
Saturday, Dec. 30 
TaxSiayer Bowi 
Jacksonviiie, Fia. 
Mississippi State 31, Louisville 27 
Liberty Bowi 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Iowa State 21, Memphis 20 
Fiesta Bowi 
Giendaie, Ariz. 

Penn State 35, Washington 28 

Orange Bowi 
Miami Gardens, Fia. 
Wisconsin 34, Miami 24 
Monday, Jan. 1 
Outback Bowi 
Tampa, Fia. 

South Carolina 26, Michigan 19 

Peach Bowi 
Atianta 

UCF 34, Auburn 27 

Citrus Bowi 
Oriando, Fia. 

Notre Dame 21, LSU 17 

Rose Bowi (CFP Semifinai) 
Pasadena, Caiif. 

Georgia 54, Oklahoma 48, 20T 
Sugar Bowi (CFP Semifinai) 

New Orieans 
Alabama 24, Clemson 6 
Monday, Jan. 8 

Coiiege Footbali Championship 
Atianta 

Georgia (13-1) vs. Alabama (12-1) 


NFL playoffs 

Wiid-card Piayoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 6 

Tennessee at Kansas City 
Atlanta at Los Angeles Rams 

Sunday, Jan. 7 

Buffalo at Jacksonville 
Carolina at New Orleans 

Divisional Piayoffs 
Saturday, Jan. 13 

New Orleans/Carolina/Atlanta at Phil¬ 
adelphia 

Kansas CityAennessee/Buffalo at 
New England 

Sunday, Jan. 14 

Jacksonville/Kansas City/Tennessee 
at Pittsburgh 

Los Angeles Rams/New Orleans/Caro¬ 
lina at Minnesota 

Conference Championships 
Sunday, Jan. 21 
AFC 

TBD 

NFC 

TBD 

Pro Bowi 
Sunday, Jan. 28 
At Oriando, Fia. 

AFC vs. NFC 

Super Bowi 
Sunday, Feb. 4 
At Minneapolis, Minn. 

AFC champion vs. NFC champion 


Qatar Open 

At The Khalifa International Tennis 
& Squash Complex 
Doha, Qatar 

Purse: $1.29 million (WT250) 
Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

First Sound 

Borna Coric, Croatia, def. Pablo Car- 
reno Busta (2), Spain, 5-7, 6-2, 7-6 (8). 

Feliciano Lopez (8), Spain, def. Guiller¬ 
mo Garcia-Lopez, Spain, 6-4, 5-7, 7-6 (3). 

Mirza Basic, Bosnia-Herzegovina, def. 
Andreas Haider-Maurer, Austria, 6-4,6-3. 

Jan-Lennard Struff, Germany, def. To¬ 
mas Berdych (3), Czech Republic, 6-4, 1- 
6, 7-6 (4). 

Aljaz Bedene, Slovenia, def. Malek 
Jaziri, Tunisia, 7-5, 6-1. 

Peter Gojowczyk, Germany, def. Filip 
Krajinovic (6), Serbia, 6-4, 6-1. 

Stefano Travaglia, Italy, def. labor Al- 
Mutawa, Qatar, 6-1, 6-2. 

Matteo Berrettini, Italy, def. Viktor 
Troicki, Serbia, 4-6, 7-6 (5), 6-4. 

Richard Gasquet (5), France, def. Vic¬ 
tor Estrella Burgos, Dominican Republic, 
6-0, 6-2. 

Gael Monfils, France, def. Paolo Loren- 
zi, Italy, 6-3, 3-6, 6-4. 

Guido Pella, Argentina, def. Albert Ra- 
-'4), Spain, 2 - ’ - ’ - 


FCS playoffs 


Championship 
Saturday, Jan. 6 
At Toyota Stadium 
Frisco, Texas 

North Dakota State (13-1) vs. James 
Madison (14-0) 


College basketball 


Tuesday’s men’s scores 

EAST 

Army 86, Loyola (Md.) 75 
Boston U. 84, Bucknell 79 
Buffalo 104, Toledo 94 
Colgate 72, American U. 63 
Farmingdale 80, Sarah Lawrence 66 
Hofstra 71, Northeastern 70 
Lafayette 60, Holy Cross 48 
Manhattan 99, Marist 96, OT 
Mount St. Vincent 93, Old Westbury 84 
Navy 78, Lehigh 66 
Vermont 62, Harvard 56 
SOUTH 

Auburn 94, Tennessee 84 
Auburn-Montgomery 77, Christian 
Brothers 68 

Coll, of Charleston 93, Delaware 78 
Elon 75, Towson 72 
Jacksonville 105, Trinity Baptist 48 
Liberty 70, Charleston Southern 53 
Louisville 77, Pittsburgh 51 
Martin Methodist 68, Brescia 62 
Maryland 75, Penn St. 69 
Milligan 78, Bryan 75 
Mississippi St. 78, Arkansas 75 
North Florida 104, Florida National 70 
UMKC 79, SC-Upstate 77 
UNC Wilmington 107, Drexel 87 
Vanderbilt 76, Alabama 75 
William & Mary 84, James Madison 76 
MIDWEST 

Ball St. 72, E. Michigan 62 
Cent. Michigan 75, Ohio 50 
Columbia 72, Park 57 
Georgetown 90, DePaul 81 
lUPUl 67, Green Bay 63 
Indiana-East 97, Asbury 87 
Miami (Ohio) 77, Bowling Green 72 
Michigan 75, Iowa 68 
N. Illinois 75, Kent St. 61 
Nebraska 70, Northwestern 55 
Omaha 100, Doane 60 
Rio Grande 96, Our Lady of the Lake 75 
Texas Tech 85, Kansas 73 
W. Michigan 87, Akron 75 
Wisconsin 71, Indiana 61 
Xavier 86, Butler 79 

SOUTHWEST 
Florida 83, Texas A&M 66 
TCU 81, Baylor 78, OT 
FAR WEST 

Oregon Tech 88, S. Oregon 73 
San Diego St. 77, Colorado St. 68 

EXHIBITION 

Kennesaw St. 98, Carver 75 

Tuesday’s women’s scores 

EAST 

American U. 77, Colgate 55 
Army 69, Loyola (Md.) 62 
Bucknell 63, Boston U. 58 
Butler 76, Villanova 53 
Canisius 53, Iona 49 
Creighton 68, Seton Hall 51 
Drew 75, Baruch 39 
Fairfield 59, Niagara 53 
Georgetown 65, Xavier 60 
Lafayette 69, Holy Cross 65 
Lehigh 66, Navy 63 
Providence 49, St. John’s 44 
Rider 57, St. Peter’s 52 
SOUTH 
Bryan 75, Milligan 61 
Campbellsville 68, Stillman 44 
Charleston Southern 73, Longwood 57 
Christian Brothers 69, Auburn-Mont- 
gomery 54 

Cumberlands 62, Brescia 47 
High Point 83, Gardner-Webb 80 
Lee 66, Valdosta St. 45 
Liberty 76, Presbyterian 64 
Maryville (Tenn.) 65, Covenant 49 
NC A&T 90, St. Andrews 40 
Radford 78, Winthrop 52 
SC-Upstate 109, Brevard 39 
Sewanee 81, Wesleyan (Ga.) 55 
UNC Asheville 60, Campbell 52 
MIDWEST 

Benedictine (III.) 57, Lakeland 52 
Edgewood 61, Alverno 51 
South Dakota 82, N. Dakota St. 67 
UMKC 90, Central Christian (Mo.) 10 
Wis. Lutheran 58, Concordia (Wis.) 49 
SOUTHWEST 

Houston 73, Wichita St. 55 

FAR WEST 

Denver 72, Utah Valley 53 

Grand Canyon 75, Arizona Christian 51 


First Round 

Ivan Dodig, Croatia, and Fernando 
Verdasco (4), Spain, def. Florin Mergea, 
Romania, and Nenad Zimonjic, Serbia, 
6-1, 6-4. 

Oliver Marach, Austria, and Mate Pavic 
(2), Croatia, def. Daniel Nestor, Canada, 
and Philipp Oswald, Austria, 6-2, 6-2. 

Nikoioz Basilashvili, Georgia, and An¬ 
dreas Haider-Maurer, Austria, def. Nikola 
Mektic, Croatia, and Alexander Peya, 
Austria, 1-6, 7-6 (8), 10-8. 

Tuna Altuna, Turkey, and Elias Ymer, 
Sweden, def. Peter Gojowczyk and Flo- 
rian Mayer, Germany, 5-7, 6-2,10-8. 

Tata Open Maharashtra 

Tuesday 

At Shree Shiv Chhatrapati Sports 
Compiex 


First Round 

Ilya Ivashka, Belarus, def. Sumit Na- 
gal, India, 6-3, 6-3. 

Robin Haase (5), Netherlands, def. 
BIaz Kavcic, Slovenia, 7-6 (6), 7-5. 

Laslo Djere, Serbia, def. Marius Copil, 
Romania, 5-7, 6-4, 7-5. 

Yuki Bhambri, India, def. Arjun Kadhe, 
India, 6-3, 6-4. 

Thiago Monteiro, Brazil, def. Ruben 
Bemelmans, Belgiurn,^6-7 (4), 6-3, 7-6 (8). 

First Round 

Pierre-Hugues Herbert and Gilles Si¬ 
mon, France, def. Kevin Anderson, South 
Africa, and Jonathan Erlich, Israel, 3-6, 
6-3, 10-5. 

Robert Lindstedt, Sweden, and Franko 
Skugor (1), Croatia, def. Marton Fucsov- 
ics, Hungary, and Mikhail Kukushkin, Ka¬ 
zakhstan, 6-4, 6-1. 

Roman Jebavy and Jiri Vesely, Czech 
Republic, def. Radu Albot, Moldova, and 
Tennys Sandgren, United States, 6-4, 6-3. 

Rohan Bopanna and Jeevan Nedun- 
chezhiyan (4), India, vs. Leander Paes 
and Purav Raja, India, 6-3, 6-2. 

Hans Podlipnik-Castillo, Chile, and 
Andrei Vasilevski (3), Belarus, def. Ben 
Mclachlan, Japan, and Andres Molteni, 
Argentina, 6-7 (4), 6-4, 10-8. 


Brisbane International 

Tuesday 

At Queensiand Tennis Centre 
Brisbane, Austraiia 

Purse: ATP, $468,910 (WT250); WTA, 
$894,700 (Premier) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 

^Me“ 

First Round 

Michael Mmoh, United States, def. 
Federico Delbonis, Argentina, 6-3, 6-4. 

Kyle Edmund, Britain, def. Denis 
Shapovalov, Canada, 6-7 (5), 7-6 (4), 6-4. 

Chung Hyeon, South Korea, def. Gilles 
Muller (5), Luxembourg, 6-3, 7-6 (1). 

Denis Istomin, UzbeKistan, def. Damir 
Dzumhur (7), Bosnia-Herzegovina, 6-7 
(4), 6-3, 6-2. 

John Millman, Australia, def. Peter Po- 
lansky, Canada, 7-6 (4), 6-0. 

Women 
First Round 

Aleksandra Krunic, Serbia, def. Carb¬ 
ine Muguruza (1), Spain, 5-7, 7-6 (3), 1-2 
retired. 

Second Round 

Alize Cornet, France, def. Mirjana Lu- 
cic-Baroni, Croatia, 6-1, 7-5. 

Anastasija Sevastova (7), Latvia, def. 
Sorana Cirstea, Romania, 6-2, 6-1. 

Johanna Konta (5), Britain, def. Ajia 
Tomljanovic, Croatia, 4-6, 6-1, 6-4. Dou¬ 
bles 


College hockey 


Tuesday’s scores 

EAST 

Clarkson 4, Canisius 0 
Ouinnipiac 3, UConn 0 


6-3, 1-6, 10-5. 

Leonardo Mayer, Argentina, and 
Horacio Zeballos, Argentina, def. Diego 
Schwartzman, Argentina, and Mischa 
Zverev, Germany, 6-2, 6-0. 

Nick Kyrgios and Matt Reid, Australia, 

- "^niell. New 

(4), Britain, 

Women 
First Round 

Nadiia Kichenok, Ukraine, and Anasta¬ 
sia Rodionova, Australia, def. Chan Hao- 
ching, Taiwan, and Katarina Srebotnik, 
Slovenia, 3-6, 7-6 (2), 10-6. 

Andreja Klepac, Slovenia, and Maria 
Jose Martinez Sanchez (4), Spain, def. 
Shuko Aoyama, Japan, and Yang Zhaox- 
uan, China, 6-1, 6-3. 

Gabriela Dabrowski, Canada, and Xu 
Yifan (3), China, def. Monique Adamczak 
and Storm Sanders, Australia, 6-4, 6-7 
(5), 10-7. 

Latisha Chan, Taiwan, and Andrea 
Sestini Hlavackova (1), Czech Republic, 
def. Michaella Krajicek, Netherlands, and 
Alla Kudryavtseva, Russia, 6-3, 6-0. 

Shenzhen Open 

Tuesday 

At Longgang Tennis Center 
Shenzhen, China 

Purse: $626,750 (inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singies 
First Round 

Ana Bogdan, Romania, def. Camila 
Giorgi, Italy, 6-4, 6-2. 

Kristyna Pliskova, Czech Republic, def. 
Jelena Ostapenko (2), Latvia, 6-1,6-4. 

Second Round 

Zarina Diyas, Kazakhstan, def. Zhang 
Shuai (3), China, 6-3, 6-7 (5), 6-4. 

Aryna Sabalenka, Belarus, def. Danka 
Kovinic, Montenegro, 6-1, 6-0. 

Maria Sharapova, Russia, def. Alison 
Riske, United States, 4-6, 6-3,6-2. 

Timea Babos (8), Hungary, def. Magda 
Linette, Poland, 6-2, 6-1. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Lesley Kerkhove, Netherlands, and 
Lidziya Marozava, Belarus, def. Ekat¬ 
erina Alexandrova, Russia, and Stefanie 
Voegele, Switzerland, 2-6, 7-5,10-4. 

Nichole Gibbs, United States, and 
Carol Zhao, Canada, def. Raluca Olaru, 
Romania, and Olga Savchuk (2), Ukraine, 
6-1, 6-3. 

Anna Blinkova, Russia, and Nicola 
Geuer, Germany, def. Kang Jiaqi and 
Zhang Shuai, China, 6-3, 6-3. 

Barbora Krejcikova and Katernia Sin¬ 
iakova, (1), Czech Republic, def. Danka 
Kovinic, Montenegro, and Evgeniya Ro¬ 
dina, Russia, 6-2, 6-2. 

Quarterfinals 

Irina-Camelia Begu and Simona Ha- 
lep, Romania, def. Irina Bara and Mihaela 
Buzarnescu, Romania, 4-6, 6-4,13-11. 

Auckland Open 

At ASB Tennis Arena 
Auckland, New Zealand 

Purse: $226,750 (Inti.) 

Surface: Hard-Outdoor 
Singles 
First Round 

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, def. 
Mona Barthel (7), Germany, 6-2, 6- 2. 

Sofia Kenin, United States, def. Jana 
Fett, Croatia, 6-4, 6-4. 

Veronica Cepede Royg, Paraguay, def. 
Lara Arruabarrena, Spain, 6-3, 6-3. 

Sachia Vickery, United States, def. 
Lauren Davis (5), United States, 6-1, 6-2. 

Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, def. Yu¬ 
lia Putintseva (6), Kazakhstan, 6-3, 6-3. 

Barbora Strycova (3), Czech Republic, 
def. Sara Errani, Italy, 6-4, 6-7 (3), 6-4. 

Taylor Townsend, United States, def. 
Christina McHale, United States, 1-6, 6- 
4, 6-4. 

Johanna Larsson, Sweden, def. Kurumi 
Nara, Japan, 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Agnieszka Radwanska (4), Poland, def. 
Beatriz Haddad Maia, Brazil, 6-2, 4-6, 6-2. 

Polona Hercog, Slovenia, def. Alison 
Van Uytvanck, Belgium, 6-4, 7-5. 

Caroline Wozniacki (1), Denmark, def. 
Madison Brengle, United States, 6-3,6-0. 

Viktoria Kuzmova, Slovakia, def. Jade 
Lewis, New Zealand, 6-4, 6-3. 

Doubles 
First Round 

Arina Rodionova, Australia, and Mary- 
na Zanevska (4), Belgium, def. Tereza 
Mrdeza, Croatia, and Conny Perrin, Swit¬ 
zerland, 6-1, 6-3. 

Magdalena Freeh, Poland, and Prar- 
thana Thombare, India, def. Mona Bar¬ 
thel, Germany, and Donna Vekic, Croatia, 
5-7, 6-3, 10-8. 

Arantxa Rus, Netherlands, and Silvia 
Soler-Espinosa, Spain, def. Paige Mary 
Hourigan and Erin Routliffe, New Zea¬ 
land, 6-2, 2-6, 10-5. 

Ysaline Bonaventure, Belgium, and 
Viktorija Golubic, Switzerland, def. Kai- 
tlyn Christian and Sofia Kenin, United 
States, 6-1, 6-1. 

Eri Hozumi and Miyu Kato (1), Japan, 
def. Lauren Davis and Christina McHale, 
United States, 6-4, 6-2. 

Sara Errani, Italy, and Bibiane Schoofs, 
Netherlands, def. Asia Muhammad, Unit¬ 
ed States, and Barbora Stefkova, Czech 
Republic, 6-4, 6-2. 


MIDWEST 

Bowling Green 4, Michigan Tech 1 
Michigan 6, Michigan St. 4 

EXHIBITION 

U.S. U-18 5, Ferris St. 1 
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL/COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


Roundup 

Xavier beats Butler for 10th straight win 



John Minchillo/AP 


Xavier’s Trevon Bluiett shoots against Butler’s Kelan Martin in the first half on Tuesday in Cincinnati. The 
fifth-ranked Musketeers won their 10th straight. 


Associated Press 

CINCINNATI—With their bal¬ 
ance, depth and wealth of experi¬ 
ence, No. 5 Xavier aims to turn 
its very good start into something 
special in the Big East. 

J.P. Macura scored 15 of his 20 
points in the first half to get Xavi¬ 
er rolling, and Trevon Bluiett had 
21 points as the Musketeers won 
their 10th in a row, beating Butler 
86-79 on Tuesday night. 

The Musketeers (15-1, 3-0 Big 
East) matched their highest rank¬ 
ing in school history on Monday. 
A day later, they matched the best 
start in school history, getting 
ahead by 14 points and holding 
on against the team that’s pulled 
off the biggest upset so far in the 
conference. 

The last time the Musketeers 
did something comparable was 
2015-16, when they also opened 
15-1 and won 12 straight games. 
They finished with 28 wins but 
lost in the second round of both 
the conference and the NCAA 
tournaments. 

“I would say we never can be 
satisfied,” said Macura, a senior 
guard. “I think we took our foot 
off the gas a little bit two years 
ago. I think this group — we push 
each other and we’re going to try 
to make a run.” 

Butler (12-4,2-1) was coming off 
101-93 win over then-No. 1 Villano- 
va on Saturday. The Bulldogs were 
hoping to take that momentum 
with them for the 100-mile trip to 
Xavier. Instead, they couldn’t hit 
enough shots to outscore a second 
straight Top 5 team. 

“I told these guys that 79 points 
in this league is enough points to 
win,” coach LaVall Jordan said. 
“We’ve got to guard people, and 
we didn’t do a very good job. 
Giving up 86 points is too much. 
We’ve got to defend better.” 

The Bulldogs were only 4-for- 
14 from beyond the arc in the first 
half, with Xavier leading 44-36. 
Kaiser Gates had a pair of free 
throws and a three-pointer that 
pushed the lead to 66-52 midway 
through the second half 


Kamar Baldwin’s three-pointer 
cut it to 79-74 with 1:09 left, but 
Xavier closed it out at the free- 
throw line. Baldwin had 28 points, 
and Kelan Martin added 25. 

“We know we’re 1-2 on [op¬ 
ponents’] scouting reports, and 
we’ve got to be aware of that and 
make smart decisions,” Martin 
said. “Our shots just weren’t fall¬ 
ing tonight.” 

No. 18 Texas Tech 85, No. 10 
Kansas 73: Keenan Evans scored 
15 points, Norense Odiase and 
Justin Gray had 12 apiece, and 
the Red Raiders never trailed in 
winning at Allen Fieldhouse for 
the first time in 18 tries. 

Texas Tech (13-1, 2-0 Big 12) 
built a 16-point lead midway 
through the first half, then found 
an answer every time the three- 
point-dependent Jayhawks (11-3, 
1-1) tried to mount a second-half 
charge. 

Zach Smith had 11 points and 
Jarrett Culver contributed 10 
for Texas Tech, which has won 
its first two Big 12 games for the 
first time in a decade. 

Devonte Graham led the Jay- 
hawks with 27 points. They were 
6-for-26 from beyond the arc and 
missed all 12 of their three-point 
attempts in the second half 

Florida 83, No. 11 Texas A&M 
66 : At College Station, Texas, 
Egor Koulechov scored 19 points 
and Keith Stone added 18 as the 
Gators built a big lead early and 
cruised to victory. 

The short-handed Aggies (11- 
3, 0-2), who were playing without 
three starters, dropped their sec¬ 
ond straight game after starting 
the season 11-1 and rising to No. 
5 in the AP poll. 

The Gators (10-4, 2-0 South¬ 
eastern Conference) made 17 
three-pointers, led by five from 
Koulechov and four from Stone to 
win their fourth straight game. 

No. 16 TCU 81, Baylor 78 
(OT): Vladimir Brodziansky had 
18 points, including the go-ahead 
three-pointer in overtime, as the 
visiting Homed Frogs (13-1, 1-1 
Big 12) bounced back from their 
first loss. 


Jo Lual-Acuil had 28 points 
and 11 rebounds for Baylor (10-4, 
0 - 2 ). 

Mississippi State 78, No. 22 
Arkansas 75: Brothers Nick and 
Quinndary Weatherspoon scored 
22 points apiece for the host 
Bulldogs. 

Mississippi Sitate (13-1, 1-0 
Southeastern Conference) built 
off its best start during non-con¬ 
ference play in years, rallying for 
the win after trailing for much of 
the second half 

Arkansas (11-3, 1-1) was play¬ 
ing its first game in the AP’s 
national rankings since March 
2015. The Razorbacks came in 
averaging more than 90 points 
per game, but Mississippi State 
slowed the pace and took a 32-28 


lead into halftime. 

Auburn 94, No. 23 Tennes¬ 
see 84: Bryce Brown and Jared 
Harper each scored 18 points 
as the visiting Tigers erased an 
early 14-point deficit for their 
11th straight victory. 

By rallying in its Southeast¬ 
ern Conference opener. Auburn 
extended its longest winning 
streak since a 14-game run in 
1999-2000. 

Auburn (13-1, 1-0 SEC) also 
ended a 10-game road skid in 
this series and beat Tennessee in 
Knoxville for the first time since 
a 74-69 triumph on Jan. 7,1998. 

Army 86, Loyola (MD) 75: 
Alex King scored 18 points, Mat¬ 
thew Wilson added 15 for the host 
Black Knights. 


Tucker Blackwell scored 13 
points, Luke Morrison added 10, 
and Babacar Thiombane blocked 
a season-high four shots for Army 
(8-5, 1-1 Patriot League), which 
shot 53.6 percent from the field. 

The lead changed hands six 
times before Blackwell scored 
seven in a row for Army to take a 
62-58 lead. 

Navy 78, Lehigh 66: George 
Kiernan had a career-high 27 
points, including four three- 
pointers, and Shawn Anderson 
scored nine of his 11 points in the 
final six minutes to help the host 
Midshipmen pull away late. 

Navy (10-5,1-1 Patriot League) 
hit eight of eight free throws dur¬ 
ing a 13-0 run to seal it. 


Arizona fires Rodriguez amid hostile workplace claim 


By John Marshall 

Associated Press 

Arizona has fired football coach Rich 
Rodriguez after a notice of claim was filed 
with the state attorney general’s office al¬ 
leging he ran a hostile workplace. 

The Arizona Daily Star revealed the no¬ 
tice of claim on Tuesday after making a 
public-records request. The paper said the 
claim was filed last Thursday by a former 
employee. A notice of claim is a legal docu¬ 
ment that signals a lawsuit will be filed. 

The Daily Star reported that the notice 
was filed after the University’s Office of 
Institutional Equity retained outside coun¬ 
sel to investigate allegations of sexual ha¬ 
rassment from a former employee. The 
investigation, which concluded last week, 
did not find enough to fire Rodriguez, but 


the university became concerned with the 
“climate and direction” of the program. 

Arizona athletic director Dave Heeke an¬ 
nounced Rodriguez’s firing in a statement 
issued by the school and said the separa¬ 
tion terms of his contract will be honored. 

“After conducting a thorough evaluation 
of our football program and its leadership, 
both on and off the field. President Rob¬ 
bins and I feel it is in the best interest of the 
University of Arizona and our athletics de¬ 
partment to go in a new direction,” Heeke 
said. “We’ll move through the coaching 
search in an effort to identify a head coach 
that will build a solid foundation for our 
program and create an identity of Ari¬ 
zona football that the university, Tucson 
and southern Arizona communities can be 
proud of We’re excited about the future of 
our football program and we look forward 


to introducing our new head coach at the 
completion of the search process.” 

Rodriguez arrived in Tucson after an 
ugly split with Michigan, where he coached 
for three seasons. He had an immediate 
impact on the Wildcats, leading them to 
four straight bowl games. 

Arizona took a step back last season, los¬ 
ing eight straight games to finish 3-9. The 
Wildcats were one of college football’s more 
surprising teams this season after opening 
6-2. They fell flat after that, losing four of 
their final five, including a 38-35 setback 
against Purdue in the Holiday Bowl. 

Rodriguez was 43-39 in six seasons at 
Arizona. 

In August, Creative Artists Agency, 
which represented him until 2015, sued 
Rodriguez on claims he owed it more than 
$230,000 in past-due fees. 



Marcio Jose Sanchez/AP 


Arizona coach Rich Rodriguez was fired 
after a notice of claim was filed with the 
state attorney general’s office alleging he 
ran a hostile workplace. 
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NBA 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Cavaliers 127, 


Atlantic Division 


Boston 
Toronto 
New York 
Philadelphia 
Brooklyn 


L Pet GB 

10 .750 - 

10 .714 IVi 

19 .486 10'/2 

19 .472 11 

14 23 .378 14'/2 


Washington 

Miami 

Charlotte 

Orlando 

Atlanta 

Cleveland 

Detroit 

Milwaukee 

Indiana 

Chicago 


Southeast Division 

21 16 .568 

19 17 .528 

14 23 .378 

12 26 .316 

10 27 .270 

Centrai Division 

- 12 .676 


15 .571 

16 .543 
18 .514 
24 .351 


Western Conference 

Southwest Division 


Houston 
San Antonio 
New Orleans 
Dallas 
Memphis 

Minnesota 
Oklahoma City 
Denver 
Portland 
Utah 


13 25 .342 14'/2 


24 14 .632 - 


Golden State 
L.A. Clippers 
Phoenix 
Sacramento 


Pacific Division 


17 .541 

17 .528 

18 .514 
21 .432 


12 25 .324 17 
11 25 .306 nVi 


Tuesday’s games 

Cleveland 127, Portland 110 
San Antonio 100, New York 91 
Phoenix 104, Atlanta 103 
Charlotte 131, Sacramento 111 
L.A. Clippers 113, Memphis 105 
Wednesday’s games 
Houston at Orlando 
New York at Washington 
San Antonio at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Miami 
Minnesota at Brooklyn 
Cleveland at Boston 
Indiana at Milwaukee 
Toronto at Chicago 
Golden State at Dallas 
New Orleans at Utah 
Phoenix at Denver 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Lakers 
Thursday’s games 
Golden State at Houston 
Oklahoma City at L.A. Clippers 
Friday’s games 
Detroit at Philadelphia 
Minnesota at Boston 
New York at Miami 
Toronto at Milwaukee 
Chicago at Dallas 
Phoenix at San Antonio 
Utah at Denver 
Washington at Memphis 
Atlanta at Portland 
Charlotte at L.A. Lakers 

Tuesday 

Hornets 131, Kings 111 

CHARLOTTE - Kidd-Gilchrist 5-7 0-0 
10, Williams 3-5 2-2 10, Howard 9-13 2-5 
20, Walker 4-11 3-3 12, Batum 8-12 2-3 21, 
O’Bryant III 7-9 0-0 16, Kaminsky 4-8 2-2 
12, Carter-Williams 1-2 2-2 4, Monk 1-3 
0-0 3, Lamb 6-11 1-1 16, Stone 0-0 0-0 0, 
Bacon 0-2 0-0 0, Graham 3-6 0-0 7. Totals 
51-89 14-18 131. 

SACRAMENTO - Temple 2-5 0-0 5, La- 
bissiere 7-14 3-3 17, Randolph 11-18 2-2 
24, Fox 5-12 6-8 17, Hill 4-7 0-0 11, Jackson 
0-2 0-0 0, Papagiannis 1-3 0-0 2, Cauley- 
Stein 3-7 2-4 8, Koufos 5-6 0-0 10, Hield 2-4 
0-0 6, Richardson 0-1 0-0 0, Bogdanovic 5- 
8 1-1 11. Totals 45-87 14-18 111. 

Charlotte 32 40 28 31-131 

Sacramento 25 27 29 30-111 

Three-point Goals—Charlotte 15-32 
(Lamb 3-5, Batum 3-5, Kaminsky 2-3, 
Williams 2-3, O’Bryant III 2-4, Monk 1-3, 
Graham 1-3, Walker 1-5, Carter-Williams 
0-1), Sacramento 7-17 (Hill 3-3, Hield 2- 

3, Temple 1-2, Fox 1-4, Bogdanovic 0-2, 
Randolph 0-3). Fouled Out—None. Re¬ 
bounds—Charlotte 30 (Howard 8), Sac¬ 
ramento 47 (Labissiere 15). Assists— 
Charlotte 25 (Walker 10), Sacramento 22 
(Bogdanovic 5). Total Fouls—Charlotte 
14, Sacramento 19. A-17,583 (17,608). 

Suns 104, Hawks 103 

ATLANTA — Prince 2-14 4-4 9, Ilyasova 
7-15 4-5 21, Plumlee 3-5 0-2 6, Schroder 
7-17 5-6 20, Bazemore 7-8 2-2 20, Cavana¬ 
ugh 1-5 0-0 2, Collins 1-6 4-4 6, Taylor 1-3 
0-0 2, Delaney 0-3 1-1 1, Belinelli 7-11 1-1 
16. Totals 36-87 21-25 103. 

PHOENIX - Warren 15-21 0-0 31, Chriss 
6-12 2-4 17, Chandler 1-3 1-3 3, Ulis 2-5 0-0 

4, Booker 9-17 14-15 34, Bender 0-3 0-0 0, 
Len 5-6 0-1 10, Canaan 0-4 0-0 0, Daniels 

1-6 2-3 5. Totals 39-77 19-26 104. 

Atlanta 27 21 32 23-103 

Phoenix 19 30 24 31-104 

Three-point Goals—Atlanta 10-31 
(Bazemore 4-5, Ilyasova 3-7, Belinelli 1- 
3, Schroder 1-5, Prince 1-7, Delaney 0-1, 
Cavanaugh 0-3), Phoenix 7-22 (Chriss 3-7, 
Booker 2-3, Warren 1-2, Daniels 1-5, Ca¬ 
naan 0-2, Bender 0-3). Fouled Out—Baze¬ 
more. Rebounds—Atlanta 40 (Ilyasova 9), 
Phoenix 47 (Chriss 11). Assists—Atlanta 
18 (Schroder 5), Phoenix 24 (Booker 7). 
Total Fouls-Atlanta 22, Phoenix 22. 
Technicals—Warren. 


Trail Blazers 110 

PORTLAND - Turner 7-140-0 15, Aminu 
1-7 2-2 5, Nurkic 10-12 3-7 23, Lillard 8-15 
3-4 25, McCollum 8-17 0-0 19, Layman 0-1 
0-0 0, Harkless 1-6 0-0 3, Davis 2-2 1-2 5, 
Collins 2-3 0-0 4, Vonleh 2-4 2-2 6, Napier 
0-5 0-0 0, Connaughton 1-4 2-2 5. Totals 
42-90 13-19 110. 

CLEVELAND - James 10-17 4-4 24, 
Crowder 6-12 1-2 17, Love 5-7 5-6 19, 
Calderon 0-1 0-0 0, Smith 2-3 2-2 6, Green 
0-5 10-12 10, Osman 0-0 0-0 0, Frye 2-2 0-0 
4, Thompson 3-6 0-2 6, Thomas 6-12 2-4 
17, Korver 3-7 1-1 9, Wade 6-11 3-4 15. To¬ 
tals 43-83 28-37 127. 

Portland 28 28 31 23-110 

Cleveland 28 25 38 36-127 

Three-point Goals—Portland 13-32 
(Lillard 6-9, McCollum 3-6, Turner 1-2, 
Harkless 1-3, Connaughton 1-3, Aminu 
1-5, Layman 0-1, Napier 0-3), Cleveland 
13-32 (Love 4-5, Crowder 4-8, Thomas 3-8, 
Korver 2-3, Calderon 0-1, Smith 0-1, Wade 
0-1, James 0-2, Green 0-3). Fouled Out- 
Turner. Rebounds—Portland 43 (Aminu 
9), Cleveland 40 (Thompson, Wade 8). 
Assists—Portland 25 (Lillard 6), Cleve¬ 
land 28 (James 8). Total Fouls—Portland 
29, Cleveland 17. Technicals—Turner, 
Thomas. 


Spurs 100, Knicks 91 

SAN ANTONIO - Leonard 8-20 6-7 25, 
Aldridge 10-23 8-10 29, Gasol 2-9 6-8 11, 
Parker 2-5 2-2 6, Green 0-1 0-0 0, Bertans 
3-6 2-2 10, Anderson 0-3 1-2 1, Forbes 0- 
1 0-0 0, Mills 1-3 1-1 4, Murray 1-5 0-0 2, 
Ginobili 4-6 2-2 12, Paul 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 
31-82 28-34 100. 

NEW YORK - Thomas 5-7 0-0 13, Porz- 
ingis 5-19 3-4 13, Kanter 6-7 0-0 12, Jack 
3-10 4-5 10, Lee 5-15 1-1 13, McDermott 

1- 3 2-2 4, Dotson 0-1 0-0 0, Beasley 7-13 

3- 4 18, O’Quinn 1-4 0-0 2, Hernangomez 0- 
11-2 1, Noah 0-1 0-0 0, Sessions 1-2 0-0 2, 
Ntilikina 1-4 0-0 3. Totals 35-87 14-18 91. 

San Antonio 25 27 29 19-100 

New York 29 20 18 24- 91 

Three-point Goals—San Antonio 10-27 
(Leonard 3-8, Ginobili 2-3, Bertans 2-5, 
Aldridge 1-2, Mills 1-2, Gasol 1-3, Green 0- 
1, Forbes 0-1, Parker 0-2), New York 7-22 
(Thomas 3-5, Lee 2-7, Ntilikina 1-2, Beas¬ 
ley 1-2, Porzingis 0-1, Dotson 0-1, McDer¬ 
mott 0-2, Jack 0-2). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—San Antonio 50 (Leonard, 
Gasol, Murray 8), New York 50 (Porzin¬ 
gis, Beasley 9). Assists—San Antonio 18 
(Leonard 4), New York 21 (Jack, Lee 5). 
Total Fouls—San Antonio 17, New York 

23. Technicals—O’Quinn, New York coach 
Jeff Hornacek. A-19,812 (19,812). 

Clippers 113, Grizzlies 105 

MEMPHIS - Brooks 4-6 0-0 11, Green 

4- 7 4-8 12, Gasol 3-10 5-5 11, T.Evans 5-13 
7-13 18, Harrison 3-7 0-0 7, Ennis III 2-6 0-0 
4, Wright 1-3 0-0 2, Martin 4-6 0-0 8, Davis 

2- 3 0-0 4, Simmons 0-1 0-0 0, Chalmers 5-9 
4-5 15, Selden 5-8 1-2 13. Totals 38-79 21- 
33 105. 

L.A. CLIPPERS - W.Johnson 1-2 0-0 2, 
Griffin 9-18 2-3 21, Jordan 4-5 4-5 12, Teo- 
dosic 4-11 2-2 13, C.Williams 7-10 1-2 18, 
Dekker 2-3 2-4 6, Harrell 0-1 0-0 0, Reed 

2- 3 0-0 4, J.Evans 2-2 0-0 4, Thornwell 0-1 
0-0 0, LWilliams 8-15 15-15 33. Totals 39- 
7126-31 113. 

Memphis 31 31 22 21-105 

L.A. Clippers 34 33 19 27-113 

Three-point Goals—Memphis 8-26 
(Brooks 3-4, Selden 2-3, Harrison 1-2, 
T.Evans 1-4, Chalmers 1-4, Simmons 0-1, 
Green 0-1, Martin 0-2, Ennis III 0-2, Ga¬ 
sol 0-3), L.A. Clippers 9-23 (C.Williams 

3- 4, Teodosic 3-8, L.Williams 2-6, Griffin 
1-4, Thornwell 0-1). Fouled Out—None. 
Rebounds—Memphis 38 (Martin 7), L.A. 
Clippers 34 (Jordan 9). Assists—Memphis 
18 (T.Evans 6), L.A. Clippers 23 (Griffin 8). 
Total Fouls—Memphis 29, L.A. Clippers 

24. Technicals—Memphis coach JB Bick- 
erstaff, Jordan. A-15,711 (19,060). 



Rick Scuteri/AP 


Suns guard Devin Booker, left, 
drives on the Hawks' Marco 
Belinelli during Tuesday's game. 
The Suns won 104-103. 



Tony Dejak/AP 


The Cavaliers' Isaiah Thomas, right, drives past Portland's Al-Farouq Aminu on Tuesday. Thomas was 
making his debut for Cleveland, returning from a hip injury suffered during last year's playoffs. 

Roundup 


Thomas has stellar return, 
helps Cavs beat Blazers 


Associated Press 

CLEVELAND — Isaiah Thom¬ 
as had one last wait. 

Sitting on the scorer’s table, 
Thomas could see the end of his 
seventh-month odyssey in front of 
him. And when the buzzer finally 
sounded and the Cleveland crowd 
erupted for a player it barely 
knows, Thomas took the last few 
steps onto the court and complet¬ 
ed a trip he hopes to never take 
again. 

He was all the way back. 

Thomas showed flashes of what 
made him an All-Star in his long- 
awaited debut for the Cavaliers, 
who snapped a three-game losing 
streak by beating the Portland 
Trail Blazers 127-110 on Tuesday 
night. 

“It’s been a long journey for 
me,” Thomas said. “I couldn’t 
really see the light at the end of 
the tunnel. For that day to come 
the first couple days of 2018, it’s 
going to be a special year.” 

It was a special night for 
Thomas, who scored 17 points 
and played 19 minutes in his 
first game in seven months, an 
impressive return to action for 
the dynamic point guard traded 
to Cleveland last summer. He 
added three three-pointers and 
three assists before leaving with 
8:10 remaining and the Cavs up 
by 12. 

Before leaving the floor, Thom¬ 
as got a hug from LeBron James 
and one from Cavs coach Tyronn 
Lue, who pulled him close and of¬ 
fered two perfect words. 


“Welcome back,” Lue said. 

James scored 24 points, Kevin 
Love had 19 and Jae Crowder 
added 15 for the Cavs, who were 
coming off losses at Golden State, 
Sacramento and Utah. 

Damian Lillard scored 25 for 
the Blazers after missing five 
games with a hamstring injury. 
Jusuf Nurkic added 23 and CJ 
McCollum had 19 for Portland. 

Thomas hadn’t played since 
May 19 because of a torn labrum 
in his hip that ended his 2017 post¬ 
season with Boston and threat¬ 
ened to derail his career. But the 
5-foot-9 playmaker, who inspired 
the Celtics and an entire city last 
year by playing in the immediate 
aftermath of his sister’s death, 
patiently stuck with his rehab. 

And with 4:33 left in the first 
quarter, Thomas checked in to a 
loud ovation as fans cheered for a 
player they believe can help the 
Cavs win another title. 

“It was a special moment,” he 
said. “I haven’t played in a game 
and you would think I was here 
for a few years and playing and 
battling in the Finals with this 
team. But it was special for my 
family to be here, my wife and 
kids to see that, that’s genuine 
love right there.” 

Spurs 100, Knicks 91: La- 
Marcus Aldridge scored 29 
points, Kawhi Leonard had a 
season-high 25 and visiting San 
Antonio beat New York to give 
Gregg Popovich sole possession 
of fifth place on the NBA’s coach¬ 
ing wins list. 

Manu Ginobili finished with 12 


points — three of them coming on 
what appeared to be a pass that 
went into the basket without ev¬ 
eryone noticing. 

Popovich has 1,176 victories, 
all with the Spurs. The five-time 
champion broke a tie with his 
friend George Karl. 

The Spurs won for the fourth 
time in five games. 

Michael Beasley had 18 points 
for the Knicks, who were playing 
one of just four home games this 
month. 

Suns 104, Hawks 103: Devin 
Booker sank three free throws 
to put his team ahead with 12.3 
seconds to play, Marquese Chriss 
blocked Taurean Prince’s shot at 
the rim with 7 seconds to go and 
Phoenix rallied from down 10 in 
the final 2 y 2 minutes to beat visit¬ 
ing Atlanta. 

Booker scored eight of his 34 
points in the final 37 seconds as 
the Suns finished with a 15-4 run. 
T. J. Warren scored 31 and Chriss 
had 17 points, 11 rebounds and 
two blocks for Phoenix. 

Hornets 131, Kings 111: 
Dwight Howard had 20 points and 
eight rebounds, Kemba Walker 
added 12 points and 10 assists and 
visiting Charlotte built a big early 
lead and beat Sacramento. 

Zach Randolph had 24 points 
and 10 rebounds for Sacramento. 

Clippers 113, Grizzlies 105: 
Lou Williams scored 33 points off 
the bench to lead host Los Ange¬ 
les over Memphis for its fourth 
consecutive win. 

Blake Griffin added 21 points 
for the Clippers. 











Page 28 


mmumaWM 


Stars and Stripes 


Thursday, January 4,2018 


NHL 


Roundup 

Ovechkin lifts 
Capitals in OT 


Associated Press 

RALEIGH, N.C. — The Wash¬ 
ington Capitals felt they gave 
away two goals. Alex Ovechkin 
got them right back when it mat¬ 
tered most. 

Ovechkin scored his NHL-lead- 
ing 26th goal 1:57 into overtime 
and the Capitals beat the Carolina 
Hurricanes 5-4 on Tuesday night 
for their third straight win. 

“It’s almost like whenever he 
decides to end it, he can just go do 
it,” linemate Devante Smith-Pelly 
said. 

Ovechkin also tied it with 7:15 
left in regulation, with Nicklas 
Backstrom assisting on both 
goals. Alex Chiasson, Smith-Pelly 
and Dmitry Orlov each scored for 
the Capitals, who went to overtime 
for the sixth time in eight games 
and have won four of those. 

Teuvo Teravainen and Elias 
Lindholm scored in the third 
period, and Victor Rask had two 
goals for the Hurricanes, who 
trailed by two midway through 
the second. They rallied to take a 
short-lived lead midway through 
the third before Ovechkin struck 
twice to snap their six-game home 
winning streak. 

After Sebastian Aho hit the 
post in OT for Carolina, Ovechkin 
headed the other way and fired a 
shot from the right circle that 
beat Cam Ward to end it. 

“If we’re sitting here and (Aho’s 
shot) goes in, it’s a whole different 
situation,” Carolina coach Bill Pe¬ 
ters said. “But it didn’t, and then 
Ovie made a good play, and that’s 
what he does, right?” 

Golden Knights 3, Predators 
0: Marc-Andre Fleury stopped 29 
shots in his second shutout of the 
season, leading host Vegas past 
Nashville for its eighth straight 
victory. 

Penguins 5, Flyers 1: Phil 


Kessel and Conor Sheary scored 
in a four-goal second period to 
lead visiting Pittsburgh past scuf¬ 
fling Philadelphia. 

Bruins 5, Islanders 1: Patrice 
Bergeron had the go-ahead goal 
in the second period and surging 
Boston scored three times in the 
third to pull away from host New 
York. 

Lightning 2, Maple Leafs 0: 

Andrei Vasilevskiy stopped 30 
shots for his NHL-best sixth shut¬ 
out of the season to lead visiting 
Tampa Bay over Toronto. 

Blues 3, Devils 2 (SO): Carter 
Hutton stopped 24 shots through 
overtime and both New Jersey at¬ 
tempts in the shootout to lift host 
St. Louis. 

Blue Jackets 2, Stars 1: Oliver 
Bjorkstrand scored twice 78 sec¬ 
onds apart early in the third peri¬ 
od and visiting Columbus stopped 
a three-game losing streak with a 
win over Dallas. 

Sharks 4, Canadians 1: Time 
Meier scored twice and visit¬ 
ing San Jose rebounded from its 
worst loss of the season with a 
victory over slumping Montreal. 

Wild 5, Panthers 1: Matt Cul¬ 
len and Eric Staal each scored 
twice as host Minnesota stopped 
Florida’s five-game winning 
streak. 

Avalanche 3, Jets 2 (OT): Erik 
Johnson scored on a breakaway 
with 9.9 seconds remaining on 
the clock in overtime to lift host 
Colorado over Winnipeg. 

Kings 5, Oilers 0: Jonathan 
Quick made 32 saves for his third 
shutout of the season, Dustin 
Brown scored twice and visiting 
Los Angeles blanked Edmonton. 

Ducks 5, Canucks 0: Ryan 
Miller made 31 saves in his return 
to Vancouver, earning his second 
shutout this season with Anaheim 
and the 41st of his career. 



Gerry Broome/AP 


The Washington Capitals’ Jay Beagle, left, and the Hurricanes’ Lucas 
Wallmark get tangled up while chasing the puck during the second 
period of Tuesday’s game in Raleigh, N.C. 


Scoreboard 


Eastern Conference 


Tampa Bay 

Boston 

Toronto 

Florida 

Detroit 

Montreal 

Ottawa 

Buffalo 


Atlantic Division 
GP W L OT - 

39 29 8 2 

38 22 10 6 

41 23 16 2 

39 17 17 5 

38 15 16 7 


40 16 20 


Pts GF GA 

60 146 93 
50 119 95 
48 135 120 
39 109 126 
37 104 119 
36 101 126 


29 86 129 


37 12 _ 

39 10 20 . _ 

Metropoiitan Division 

Washington 41 25 13 3 53 128 117 

New Jersey 39 22 10 7 51 123 116 

Columbus 41 23 15 3 49 115 115 

N.Y. Rangers 39 21 13 5 47 123 109 

Carolina 39 18 13 8 44 110 119 

N.Y. Islanders 40 20 16 4 44 137 144 

Pittsburgh 41 20 18 3 43 116 129 

Philadelphia 39 16 15 8 40 107 114 

Western Conference 

Centrai Division 


GP W L OT Pts GF GA 

. 7 53 136 113 

2 52 122 104 

- 51 123 107 

47 123 114 

45 115 114 

43 126 122 

42 112 106 


23 11 

25 15 

23 11 

22 16 

40 21 16 3 

39 20 16 3 

38 18 14 6 

Pacific Division 

38 27 " 


41 19 14 

39 19 16 

40 17 20 

40 16 19 

41 9 27 


56 135 106 

53 120 91 

46 102 93 

46 114 115 

42 108 114 

37 114 131 

. 37 106 132 

5 23 94 146 


Winnipeg 

St. Louis 

Nashville 

Dallas 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

Chicago 


Anaheim 
Calgary 
Edmonton 
Vancouver 

Arizona .. . 

Note: Two points for a win, one point 
for overtime loss. Top three teams in 
each division and two wiid cards per 
conference advance to playoffs. 

Monday’s game 
N.Y. Rangers 3, Buffalo 2, OT 
Tuesday’s games 
Boston 5, N.Y. Islanders 1 
Washington 5, Carolina 4, OT 
Tampa Bay 2, Toronto 0 
Pittsburgh 5, Philadelphia 1 
San Jose 4, Montreal 1 
St. Louis 3, New Jersey 2, SO 
Minnesota 5, Florida 1 
Columbus 2, Dallas 1 
Colorado 3, Winnipeg 2, OT 
Los Angeles 5, Edmonton 0 
Vegas 3, Nashville 0 
Anaheim 5, Vancouver 0 

Wednesday’s games 
Ottawa at Detroit 
Chicago at N.Y. Rangers 

Thursday’s games 
Florida at Boston 
Carolina at Pittsburgh 
San Jose at Toronto 
N.Y. Islanders at Philadelphia 
Tampa Bay at Montreal 
Buffalo at Minnesota 
Vegas at St. Louis 
New Jersey at Dallas 
Los Angeles at Calgary 
Anaheim at Edmonton 
Columbus at Colorado 
Nashville at Arizona 

Friday’s games 
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Islanders 
Florida at Detroit 
San Jose at Ottawa 
Buffalo at Winnipeg 
Vegas at Chicago 

Tuesday 

Bruins 5, Islanders 1 

Boston 1 1 3-5 

N.Y. Islanders 1 0 0-1 

First Period—1, Boston, Heinen 10 
(Nash), 8:17. 2, N.Y. Islanders, Eberle 14, 
9:30. 

Second Period—3, Boston, Bergeron 
12 (Marchand, Heinen), 8:28. 

Third Period—4, Boston, Marchand 
16 (Pastrnak), 9:04. 5, Boston, Schaller 5 
(Kuraly, McAvoy), 15:02.6, Boston, Acciari 
5 (Schaller, Miller), 17:47. 

Shots on Goal-Boston 9-17-12-38. 
N.Y. Islanders 12-8-6-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Boston 0 
of 3; N.Y. Islanders 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Boston, Rask 14-8-3 (26 

shots-25 saves). N.Y. Islanders, Halak 11- 
11-2 (37-33). 

A-11,878 (15,795). T-2:22. 


Blue Jackets 2, Stars 1 

Columbus 0 0 2—2 

Dallas 0 0 1-1 

Third Period—1, Dallas, Shore 5 (Kllng- 
berg, Seguin), 0:44. 2, Columbus, Bj'ork- 
strand 7 (Calvert, Sedlak), 4:54.3, Colum¬ 
bus, Bjorkstrand 8 (Sedlak, Jones), 6:12. 

Shots on Goal—Columbus 8-9-9—26. 
Dallas 7-7-8-22. 

Power-play opportunities—Columbus 
Oof 1; Dallas Oof 0. 

Goalies—Columbus, Bobrovsky 19-11- 
3 (22 shots-21 saves). Dallas, Bishop 17- 
11-2 (26-24). 

A-17,235 (18,532). T-2:29. 


Lightning 2, Maple Leafs 0 

Tampa Bay 0 2 0—2 

Toronto 0 0 0-0 

Second Period—1, Tampa Bay, Pa¬ 
quette 1 (Kunitz), 12:00. 2, Tampa Bay, 
Killorn 5 (Sergachev, Gourde), 16:54. 

Shots on Goal—Tampa Bay 12-13-11— 
36. Toronto 10-7-12-29. 

Power-play opportunities—Tampa 

Bay 0 of 3; Toronto 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Tampa Bay, Vasilevskiy 25-5- 
1 (29 shots-29 saves). Toronto, Andersen 
20-11-1 (36-34). 

T-2:28. 



Jonathan Hayward, The Canadian Press/AP 


Canucks center Michael Chaput, right, fights with Anaheim Ducks 
center Chris Wagner during the second period of an Tuesday’s game 
in Vancouver, British Columbia. The Ducks won 5-0. 


Penguins 5, Flyers 1 

Pittsburgh 0 4 1-5 

Philadelphia 0 1 0-1 

Second Period—1, Pittsburgh, Kessel 
17 (Crosby, Malkin), 9:35 (pp). 2, Phila¬ 
delphia, Weal 4 (Gudas, Manning), 10:29. 
3, Pittsburgh, Reaves 2 (KuhnhackI, 
Sheahan), 11:09. 4, Pittsburgh, Sheary 11 
(Cole), 11:49. 5, Pittsburgh, KuhnhackI 2 
(Sheahan, Reaves), 13:26. 

Third Period—6 , Pittsburgh, Oleksiak2 
(Kessel, Malkin), 14:04 (pp). 

Shots on Goal—Pittsburgh 6-8-11—25. 
Philadelphia 10-8-10-28. 

Power-play opportunities—Pittsburgh 
2 of 2; Philadelphia Oof 4. 

Goalies—Pittsburgh, Murray 14-11-1 
(11 shots-11 saves), Jarry 6-3-2 (17-16). 
Philadelphia, Elliott 14-10-7 (14-10), Neu- 
virth 2-5-1 (11-10). 

A-19,558 (19,543). T-2:29. 

Sharks 4, Canadiens 1 

San Jose 1 2 1-4 

Montreal 0 10—1 

First Period—1, San Jose, Thornton 8 
(Braun, Vlasic), 12:57. 

Second Period—2, San Jose, Vlasic 4 
(Labanc, Boedker), 11:27. 3, Montreal, 
Shaw 10 (Galchenyuk, Pacioretty), 16:07 
(pp). 4, San Jose, Meier 7 (Labanc, Tier¬ 
ney), 19:50 (pp). 

Third Period—5, San Jose, Meier 8 
(Pavelski, Burns), 1:13. 

Shots on Goal—San Jose 10-15-8—33. 
Montreal 11-8-12—31. 

Power-play opportunities—San Jose 1 
of 4; Montreal 1 of 5. 

Goalies—San Jose, Dell 8-3-1 (31 

shots-30 saves). Montreal, Price 11-14-2 
(33-29). 

A-21,302 (21,288). T-2:21. 

Golden Knights 3, Predators 0 

Nashville 0 0 0-0 

Vegas 0 2 1-3 

Second Period—1, Vegas, R.SmIth 10 

(Schmidt, Tuch), 12:10 (pp). 2, Vegas, 
-. " J, Tuch), 13:4’ 


Theodore 4 (Engelland, 1_ 

Third Period—3, Vegas, Marchessault 
15 (Perron, Haula), 17:37. 

Shots on Goal—Nashville 4-14-10—28. 
Vegas 15-11-5-31. 

Power-play opportunities—Nashvil le 
0 of 2; Vegas 1 of 1. 

Goalies—Nashville, Rinne 19-8-3 (30 
shots-28 saves). Vegas, Fleury 8-1-1 (29- 
29). 

A-18,171 (17,367). T-2:25. 

Wild 5, Panthers 1 

Florida 0 0 1—1 

Minnesota 1 3 1-5 

First Period—1, Minnesota, Cullen 3 
(Spurgeon, WInnik), 14:21. 

Second Period—2, Minnesota, Cullen 
4 (Foligno, Olofsson), 1:56. 3, Minnesota, 
Staal 16 (Spurgeon, Ennis), 14:31. 4, Min¬ 
nesota, Staal 17 (Zucker, Ennis), 17:10. 
Third Period—5, Florida, Huberdeau 

14 (Barkov, Trocheck), 3:40.6, Minnesota, 
Coyle 3 (Spurgeon), 16:55. 

Shots on Goal-Florida 9-2-15-26. 
Minnesota 13-19-9—41. 

Power-play opportunities—Florida 0 
of 2; Minnesota 0 of 1. 

Goalies—Florida, Sateri 0-0-0 (14 

shots-13 saves), Reimer 11-10-4 (26-23). 
Minnesota, Dubnyk 14-8-2 (26-25). 

A-19,029 (18,064). T-2:34. 

Kings 5, Oilers 0 

Los Angeles 0 1 4—5 

Edmonton 0 0 0—0 

Second Period—1, Los Angeles, Andre- 
off 2 (Fantenberg, Mitchell), 14:21. 

Third Period—2, Los Angeles, Gaborik 
8 (Martinez, Toffoll), 1:36 (pp). 3, Los An¬ 
geles, Brown 14 (Kopitar, Martinez), 3:59 
(pp). 4, Los Angeles, Kempe 12 (Gaborik, 
Muzzin), 4:34 (pp). 5, Los Angeles, Brown 

15 (Kopitar, Pearson), 18:28. 

Shots on Goal-Los Angeles 12-6-15- 
33. Edmonton 14-6-12-32. 

Power-play opportunities—Los Ange¬ 
les 3 of 6; Edmonton 0 of 3. 

Goalies—Los Angeles, Quick 19-11-2 
(32 shots-32 saves). Edmonton, Talbot 
14-13-2 (33-28). 

A-18,347 (18,641). T-2:30. 


Blues 3, Devils 2 (SO) 

New Jersey 011 0—2 

St. Louis 1 1 0 0-3 

St. Louis won shootout 2-0 
First Period—1, St. Louis, Tarasenko 17 
(Upshall), 12:48. 

Second Period—2, New Jersey, Hischi- 
er 8 (Vatanen, Bratt), 12:36. 3, St. Louis, 
Sobotka 8 (Stastny, Thompson), 18:08. 

Third Period—4, New Jersey, Hall 13 
(Palmieri, Butcher), 1:17 (pp). 

Shootout—New Jersey 0 (Hall NG), St. 
Louis 2 (Schenn G, Tarasenko G). 

Shots on Goal—New Jersey 5-9-7-5— 
26. St. Louis 14-6-6-3-29. 

Power-play opportunities—New Jer¬ 
sey 1 of 2; St. Louis 0 of 4. 

Goalies—New Jersey, Kinkaid 5-3-2 (29 
shots-27 saves). St. Louis, Hutton 7-3-0 
(26-24). 

A-18,324 (19,150). T-2:53. 

Capitals 5, Hurricanes 4 (OT) 

Washington 2 111-5 

Carolina 112 0—4 

First Period—1, Carolina, Rask 9, 5:21. 
2, Washington, Chiasson 7 (Stephenson), 
6:39. 3, Washington, Smith-Pelly 6 (Orpik, 
Beagle), 12:53. 

Second Period—4, Washington, Orlov 
5 (Chorney), 8:48. 5, Carolina, Rask 10 
(Williams, Skinner), 11:15 (pp). 

Third Period—6 , Carolina, Lindholm 11 
(Ryan), 5:40. 7, Carolina, Teravainen 10 
(Aho), 7:04. 8, Washington, Ovechkin 25 
(Backstrom), 12:45. 

Overtime—9, Washington, Ovechkin 
26 (Backstrom), 1:57. 

Shots on Goal-Washington 7-7-11- 
1-26. Carolina 13-8-16-1-38. 

Power-play opportunities—Washing¬ 
ton 0 of 2; Carolina 1 of 4. 

Goalies—Washington, Holtby 22-8-0 
(38 shots-34 saves). Carolina, Ward 10-2- 
2 (26-21). 

A-11,989 (18,680). T-2:28. 

Avalanche 3, Jets 2 (OT) 

Winnipeg 0 0 2 0—2 

Colorado 0 2 0 1—3 

Second Period—1, Colorado, MacKin¬ 
non 17 (Rantanen), 7:44.2, Colorado, Ran- 
tanen 13 (Zadorov, MacKinnon), 11:31. 

Third Period—3, Winnipeg, Wheeler 12 
(Morrissey, Laine), 0:47 (pp). 4, Winnipeg, 
Wheeler 13 (Laine, Ehlers), 19:27. 

Overtime—5, Colorado, Johnson 6 
(Rantanen), 4:50. 

Shots on Goal-Winnipeg 12-16-12- 
5-45. Colorado 8-5-8-5-26. 

Power-play opportunities—Winnipeg 
1 of 4; Colorado 0 of 2. 

Goalies—Winnipeg, Hellebuyck 21-4-6 
(26 shots-23 saves). Colorado, Varlamov 
13-9-2 (21-21), Bernier 7-7-1 (24-22). 
A-13,058 (18,007). T-2:39. 

Ducks 5, Canucks 0 

Anaheim 2 1 2-5 

Vancouver 0 0 0—0 

First Period—1, Anaheim, Henrique 9 
(Lindholm, Manson), 0:56. 2, Anaheim, 
Rakell 15 (Getzlaf, Cogliano), 13:44. 

Second Period—3, Anaheim, Getzlaf 3 
(Lindholm, Manson), 5:00. 

Third Period—4, Anaheim, Vermette 8 
(Rakell, Getzlaf), 0:20. 5, Anaheim, Grant 
8 (Manson, Ritchie), 7:21. 

Shots on Goal-Anaheim 12-6-9-27. 
Vancouver 11-12-8—31. 

Power-play opportunities—Anaheim 0 
of 2; Vancouver 0 of 4. 

Goalies—Anaheim, Miller 5-1-4 (31 
shots-31 saves). Vancouver, Markstrom 
10-13-4 (8-7), Nilsson 6-6-1 (19-15). 
A-18,865 (18,910). T-2:33. 

Scoring leaders 

Through Tuesday, Jan. 2 

GP G A PTS 

Nikita Kucherov,TB 39 25 31 56 

Josh Bailey, NYI 40 12 38 50 

John Tavares, NYI 40 21 28 49 

Steven Stamkos, TB 39 17 32 49 

Nathan MacKinnon, COL 39 17 31 48 

Blake Wheeler, WPG 41 13 34 47 

Claude Giroux, PHI 39 13 33 46 

Jakub Voracek, PHI 39 8 38 46 
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SPORTS BRIEFS/NFL 

Briefly 

Shiffrin claims 7th 
Cup win of season 


Then-Oakland Raiders coach Jon Gruden is shown during a news conference on Jan. 14, 2001. Gruden 
says he had a good talk with Raiders owner Mark Davis about returning to the organization for a second 
stint as coach and believes there is a “good chance” it will happen. 

'Good chance' Gruden 
returns to coach Raiders 


By Josh Dubow 

Associated Press 

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Jon Gruden says he had a 
good talk with Oakland Raiders owner Mark Davis 
about returning to the organization for a second 
stint as coach and believes there is a “good chance” 
it will happen. 

Gruden gave an interview to ESPN Radio on 
Wednesday to discuss his pursuit of the Raiders job 
that opened when Jack Del Rio was fired after a dis¬ 
appointing six-win season. 

“It’s been a long couple of weeks,” Gruden said. 
“I know they’ve gone through their process of inter¬ 
viewing candidates and until they’re done I won’t 
know. I did have a good meeting with Mark. I’ve 
known him a long time and got a lot of respect for 
the Raiders football organization.” 

Gruden has been out of coaching the past nine 
years while serving as ESPN’s analyst for “Mon¬ 
day Night Football.” He is scheduled to work the 
network’s playoff game Saturday in Kansas City be¬ 
tween the Chiefs and Tennessee Titans and could 
come back to the Raiders as soon as next week. 

T think there’s a good chance,” he said. “I’m ex¬ 
cited about where I’m at in terms of studying the 
game and preparing to come back and coach. I just 
don’t want to sit here and speculate.” 


Gruden spent four seasons as coach in Oakland 
from 1998-2001. After leading the Raiders to 8-8 re¬ 
cords his first two years, Gruden helped the team 
reach the AFC title game following the 2000 season 
and got Oakland back into the playoffs the following 
season. 

His tenure ended shortly after the “Tuck Rule” 
loss to the New England Patriots when he was 
traded the following month to Tampa Bay for two 
first-round draft picks, two second-rounders and $8 
million. 

Gruden beat the Raiders in the Super Bowl in his 
first season with the Buccaneers but didn’t win an¬ 
other playoff game for Tampa Bay in his final six 
seasons. He has a 95-81 career record. 

The Raiders will be required to comply with the 
“Rooney Rule” and interview at least one minor¬ 
ity candidate or otherwise face discipline from the 
NFL. The team has not commented on the search 
and might have already conducted that interview. 

Gruden dismissed speculation raised in a report 
by ESPN over the weekend that he would get an 
ownership stake as part of his contract. 

This would not mark the first time the Raiders 
brought back a coach for a second stint. Late owner 
A1 Davis hired Art Shell in 2006,11 years after fir¬ 
ing him the first time. Shell went 2-14 that season 
and was fired after one year. 


Bengals give Lewis 2-year extension 


Associated Press 

ZAGREB, Croatia — Mikaela 
Shiffrin passed the 1,000-point 
milestone for the women’s World 
Cup season on Wednesday after 
just 14 starts. 

The Olympic champion from 
the United States took a slalom for 
her seventh win of the season, and 
38th overall. 

Building on a commanding 
first-run lead, Shiffrin beat Wendy 
Holdener of Switzerland by 1.59 
seconds. Frida Hansdotter of 
Sweden was 2.11 behind in third, 
while Slovakia’s Petra Vlhova, 
the only skier to beat Shiffrin in a 
slalom event this season, finished 
2.24 off the lead in fourth. 

“The second run was much 
closer,” said Shiffrin, who started 
the final leg in snowfall with a 
1.41-second advantage. 

“The first run I was really, re¬ 
ally aggressive. It seems like, 
maybe, I was more aggressive 
than everyone else,” said the 
American, who is the defend¬ 
ing overall and four-time slalom 
World Cup champion. 

After skipping two speed races 
in Val d’Isere last month, Shif¬ 
frin leads the overall standings 
with 1,081 points after 16 of this 
season’s 38 races. Viktoria Re- 
bensburg of Germany, who didn’t 
enter Wednesday’s slalom, trails 
by 571 points in second. 

If Shiffrin maintains her point 
average, she would finish the sea¬ 
son by setting an all-time record 
of 2,567 points, beating the cur¬ 
rent best mark of 2,414 set by Slo¬ 
venia’s Tina Maze five years ago. 

Shiffrin has won five of the last 
six World Cup races, including 
last week’s slalom in Lienz where 
she also led the field by more than 
a second after the opening run. 

Lehman, Schoutens win 
US speedskating events 

MILWAUKEE—Emery Lehm¬ 
an won the 5,000 meters at the 
US. speedskating trials. Except 
he didn’t earn an Olympic berth. 
Not yet anyway. 


The U.S. doesn’t have a spot 
in the 5,000 next month in Py- 
eongchang. South Korea, so 
Lehman will try to make the team 
in a different event. 

Lehman, a 2014 Olympian as a 
high school student from subur¬ 
ban Chicago, won with a time of 
6 minutes, 27.90 seconds on Tues¬ 
day night. 

On the women’s side, Carlijn 
Schoutens earned her first Olym¬ 
pic berth by winning the 3,000 
meters. 

The 22-year-old, who was born 
in New Jersey to Dutch parents, 
finished in 4:14.03. 

Auburn RB Johnson 
to enter NFL Draft 

AUBURN, Ala. — Auburn tail¬ 
back Kerryon Johnson has decid¬ 
ed to skip his senior season and 
enter the NFL Draft. 

The Southeastern Conference 
offensive player of the year an¬ 
nounced his decision Tuesday in 
a Twitter post. 

Johnson ran for 1,391 yards 
and 18 touchdowns this season 
despite missing two games with 
an injury. 

In other college football news: 

■ Oregon State running back 
Ryan Nall has decided to declare 
for the NFL Draft with a year of 
eligibility remaining. 

Nall rushed for 2,216 yards 
during his career, ranked eighth 
on the Beavers’ career list. He 
ran for 24 touchdowns (seventh) 
and had nine 100-yard rushing 
games (seventh). He also had 56 
catches for 563 yards and four 
touchdowns. 

■ All-American linebacker 
T. J. Edwards is returning to Wis¬ 
consin for his senior season, but¬ 
tressing a defense losing many 
other key contributors. 

Edwards posted his decision 
on Twitter on Tuesday. He had 
sought input from the NFL Draft 
advisory board on whether to 
leave after his standout junior 
year. 


By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Coach Marvin 
Lewis got a two-year contract ex¬ 
tension Tuesday, providing more 
chances to try to get the Cincinna¬ 
ti Bengals that playoff victory that 
has eluded him for 15 seasons. 

The agreement came after a 
second straight losing season 
and two days of discussions with 
owner Mike Brown. Lewis has 
the second-longest active coach¬ 
ing tenure in the NFL, behind 
Bill Belichick’s 18 seasons with 
New England. 

Unlike Belichick, who has won 


five Super Bowls and made two 
other appearances in the title 
game, Lewis is 0-7 in the playoffs, 
the worst coaching record in NFL 
history. The Bengals haven’t won 
a playoff game since the 1990 
season, the sixth-longest streak 
of futility in league history. 

Paul Brown Stadium was half- 
empty for the final home game, an 
indication fans had given up on the 
team and were hoping for change. 

Instead, Brown decided to stay 
the course and keep Lewis, who 
wanted more say over the coaching 
staff and the roster if he stayed. 

Brown’s aversion to change 
won out. 


“Marvin has made significant 
contributions during his time 
here,” Brown said in a statement. 

Lewis planned to meet the 
media on Wednesday. He said 
in a statement that he was com¬ 
mitted “to making the necessary 
improvements to put this team in 
the best position to win.” 

Lewis has acknowledged that 
he would have been fired in any 
other NFL city. Instead, he’s got¬ 
ten second and third chances 
— and now a 16th chance — to 
lead the Bengals to a postseason 
win. Brown, an owner who values 
loyalty, has decided to keep Lewis 
around. 


Giovanni Auletta/AP 

American Mikaela Shiffrin celebrates after winning a World Cup 
slalom in Zagreb, Croatia, on Wednesday. 
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Familiar spot 

Ryan leads Falcons back to 
playoffs despite tough year 



By George Henry 
Associated Press 

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. 
— Quarterback Matt Ryan is in 
the playoffs for the sixth time in 
10 seasons and still searching for 
the ultimate prize. 

Last year’s meltdown in the 
Super Bowl has been well docu¬ 
mented with the Atlanta Falcons 
blowing a 28-3 lead and losing to 
New England, but Ryan has his 
team back in the postseason de¬ 
spite a big drop-off in points and 
yards. 

At 10-6, they’ve gone from the 
No. 2 seed to the sixth, but they’re 
the only NFC team to return to 
the playoffs. Ryan hasn’t enjoyed 
the kind of seamless production 
that made him the league MVP 
last season, yet he likes the team’s 
chances even though the offense 
has scored just two touchdowns 
over the last two weeks. 

“We do a very good job through¬ 
out the week of getting ourselves 
prepared and ready to play,” Ryan 
said Tuesday. “That provides con¬ 
fidence, so I think guys just need 
to focus on doing the best that 
they can with where their feet are 
at that time of the day. 

“If we do that and we’re locked 
in for practice and walkthroughs, 
that’s going to give us the best 
chance to be successful.” 

Atlanta has won three of four 
and six of its last eight heading 



NFC wild-card playoff 

Atlanta Falcons (10-6) 
at Los Angeles Rams (11-5) 

AFN-Sports 
2 a.m. Saturday GET 
10 a.m. Sunday JKT 


into Saturday’s wild-card game at 
the Los Angeles Rams (11-5). The 
defense is better than a year ago, 
moving into the top 10 in scoring 
and total yards for the first time 
at the end of the regular season 
since the 1998 Falcons advanced 
to the Super Bowl. 

But the offense has been un¬ 
able to match last year’s produc¬ 
tivity, dropping from first to 15th 
in scoring as opponents have held 
five-time Pro Bowl receiver Julio 
Jones to just three touchdowns. 
Running backs Devonta Freeman 
and Tevin Coleman are still a 
tough tandem to defend, but both 
have missed time with concus¬ 
sions. The offensive line hasn’t 
been as stout despite another Pro 
Bowl season from center Alex 
Mack. 

Regardless of what’s happen¬ 


ing around him, Ryan said his 
best course of action during the 
week is to stay focused on the 
game plan. He doesn’t want to get 
caught up in discussions about his 
legacy and whether he has what it 
takes to win a Super Bowl. 

“That’s not something I worry 
about or think about too much,” 
he said. “I try to focus or worry 
or lend my brain space to trying 


to win games. I’m lucky to have 
a lot of good friends around this 
league. I certainly have a lot of 
respect for the guys I play against 
week in and week out and I imag¬ 
ine they feel the same way.” 

Ryan has won 95 of 158 career 
starts in the regular season, but 
he’s 3-5 in the playoffs and 0-2 on 
the road. That kind of discrepancy 
is why he said he puts little stock 


in whether last season’s easy vic¬ 
tory at the Los Angeles Coliseum 
could help the Falcons this week. 

The Rams’ defense has flour¬ 
ished in a new scheme devised 
by 70-year-old coordinator Wade 
Phillips and it has found success 
with a trio of dual-threat line¬ 
backers in Alec Ogletree, the for¬ 
mer Georgia star, Robert Quinn 
and Mark Barron. 


Legacy: Chiefs may be forced to release Smith after season 


FROM BACK PAGE 

home. I think that adds to the intensity.” 

Especially considering Smith doesn’t 
know where home will be pretty soon. 

The cash-strapped Chiefs could be 
forced to release Smith and turn the future 
of the franchise over to first-round pick 
Patrick Mahomes II next season. 

Smith watched his understudy lead the 
Chiefs to a victory in Denver last weekend, 
sitting out the regular-season finale with 
nothing on the line. 

So, the playoffs could also serve as 
Smith’s audition for other teams, a pres¬ 
sure-packed chance to show that the 33- 
year-old former No. 1 pick is only now 
reaching his peak. 

“The ramifications are so big,” he said, 
“but it’s still football at the end of the day.” 

History suggests that Smith tends to rise 
to the occasion. 

Even though he’s just 2-4 in the playoffs, 
and 1-3 as the quarterback in Kansas City, 
the losses have largely come despite his 
performance. 

One of his best statistical games came 
in a shootout loss in Indianapolis in 2013, 
when he threw for 378 yards and four 
touchdowns without a pick, and Smith 
was relatively efficient in a cold loss to the 
Steelers that ended last season. 

Chiefs coach Andy Reid mostly wrote 
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Kansas City Chiefs coach Andy Reid, left, talks with quarterback Alex Smith. In four 
playoff games as the Chiefs’ quarterback. Smith has just one victory. 

off the idea of playoff experience helping quarterback may be the one position where 
on Wednesday, but he acknowledged that it’s at least a little beneficial. 


“Alex has been there, done well there,” 
Reid said. “I can’t tell you we sit there and 
evaluate that. We have Alex, we build on 
what he does and kind of go with it.” 

One area Smith hasn’t done well: Play¬ 
ing against the Titans. 

Few other teams in the NFL have given 
him fits as Tennessee, which has beaten 
him three out of four meetings. The past 
two have been at Arrowhead Stadium, 
which is supposed to provide the home 
team — and especially the home quarter¬ 
back — a distinct advantage. 

But he was 19-for-35 for 202 yards with a 
touchdown and three picks in a September 
2014 loss, and just 15-for-28 for 163 yards 
with a pick and no touchdowns in a Decem¬ 
ber 2016 defeat. 

Most of the Titans’ coaches and per¬ 
sonnel from that game will be back on 
Saturday. 

“It’s hard to go beyond this last year,” 
Smith said. “Close game, came down to the 
end — physical game. But beyond that it’s 
hard to read too much into those. You learn 
from that a little bit, but there’s the whole 
chess game. New players, new schemes. 
Things like that.” 

New stakes, too. That game that Tennes¬ 
see won on Ryan Succop’s field goal last 
season was late in the regular season, and 
this one is the win-or-else wild-card round 
of the playoffs. 
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Cardinals QB Palmer 
retires after 15 seasons 
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Ravens linebacker Ray Lewis holds up the Lombardi Trophy as he 
celebrates after Baltimore won the Super Bowl in 2013. Lewis and 
Brian Uriacher are among four first-time eligible former players 
selected in the 15 modern-era finalists for the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame's Class of 2018. 

LBs Lewis, Uriacher 
among Hall finalists 


By Barry Wilner 

Associated Press 

Star linebackers Ray Lewis and 
Brian Uriacher are among four 
first-time eligible former players 
selected among the 15 modern- 
era finalists for the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame’s Class of 2018. 

Receiver Randy Moss and 
guard Steve Hutchinson also 
made the cut to the finals as first- 
year eligibles. 

They join center Kevin Mawae, 
tackles Joe Jacoby and Tony Bo- 
selli, receivers Isaac Bruce and 
Terrell Owens, safeties John 
Lynch and Brian Dawkins, guard 
Alan Faneca, running back 
Edgerrin James, cornerbacks 
Ty Law and Everson Walls for 
consideration. 

The seniors committee has 
nominated guard Jerry Kramer 
and linebacker Robert Brazile. 
The contributor’s nominee is 
Bobby Beathard, a former gen¬ 
eral manager and administrator 
for five franchises. The finalists 
were announced Tuesday. 

Voting by the Hall of Fame se¬ 
lectors will be Feb. 3 in Minneap¬ 
olis. Inductions will be in August 
at the Canton, Ohio, shrine. 

The modem-era finalists were 
determined by a vote of the se¬ 
lection committee from a list of 
108 nominees that was earlier re¬ 
duced to 27 semifinalists during a 
year-long process. 

Kramer was a mainstay of the 
great Green Bay offensive lines 
from 1948-68 and is famous for his 
block that led Bart Starr into the 
end zone for the winning touch¬ 
down in the Ice Bowl 50 years 
ago. Brazile was an outstanding 
linebacker with the Houston Oil¬ 


ers from 1975-84. 

Beathard helped build cham¬ 
pionship winners and contenders 
in Kansas City, Atlanta, Miami, 
Washington and San Diego from 
1966-1999. 

This is the second year as a fi¬ 
nalist for Bruce, Boselli, Dawkins, 
James, Law and Mawae. In their 
third try are Faneca, Jacoby and 
Owens. Lynch is in his fifth year 
as a finalist. Walls made the final 
round for the first time in his 20th 
year of eligibility. Jacoby is also 
in his 20th year. 

2018 Hall of Fame Finalists 

2018 modern-era finalists for the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame’s Class of 2018. 
Number of times the individual has been 
named a finalist in parentheses: 

Tony Boselli, OT - 1995-2001 Jackson¬ 
ville, 2002 Houston (2) 

Isaac Bruce, WR - 1994-2007 LA/St. 
Louis Rams, 2008-09 San Francisco (2) 
Brian Dawkins, S - 1996-2008 Phila¬ 
delphia, 2009-2011 Denver (2) 

Alan Faneca, G - 1998-2007 Pitts¬ 
burgh, 2008-09 NY Jets, 2010 Arizona (3) 
Steve Hutchinson, G - 2001-05 Se¬ 
attle, 2006-2011 Minnesota, 2012 Tennes¬ 
see (1) 

Joe Jacoby, OT - 1981-1993 Washing¬ 
ton (3) 

Edgerrin Janies, RB — 1999-2005 India- 
napoMs, 2006-08 Arizona, 2009 Seattle (2) 
Ty Law, CB — 1995-2004 New England, 
2005, 2008 NY Jets, 2006-07 Kansas City, 
2009 Denver (2) 

Ray Lewis, LB - 1996-2012 Baltimore 

( 1 ) 

John Lynch, FS - 1993-2003 Tampa 
Bay, 2004-07 Denver (5) 

Kevin Mawae, C/G - 1994-97 Seattle, 
1998-2005 NY Jets, 2006-09 Tennessee (2) 
Randy Moss, WR - 1998-2004, 2010 
Minnesota, 2005-06 Oakland, 2007-2010 
New England, 2010 Tennessee, 2012 San 
Francisco (1) 

Terrell Owens, WR - 1996-2003 San 
Francisco, 2004-05 Philadelphia, 2006-08 
Dallas, 2009 Buffalo, 2010 Cincinnati (3) 
Brian Uriacher, LB - 2000-2012 Chi¬ 
cago (1) 

Everson Walls, CB — 1981-89 Dallas, 
1990-92 NY Giants, 1992-93 Cleveland (1) 
Contributor Finalist 
Bobby Beathard, general manager/ 
personnel administrator 

Senior Finalists 

Robert Brazile, LB - 1975-1984 Hous¬ 
ton Oilers 

Jerry Kramer, G — 1958-1968 Green 
Bay Packers 


By Bob Baum 
Associated Press 

PHOENIX — Coach Bruce 
Arians once said he and quarter¬ 
back Carson Palmer would ride 
away into the sunset together like 
a pair of old desert cowboys. 

Well, they have. 

Palmer, who turned 38 last 
week, announced his retirement 
after 15 NFL seasons on Tues¬ 
day in an open letter released by 
the Cardinals, one day after Ari¬ 
ans said he was leaving his long 
coaching career. 

“Over the years. I’ve had team¬ 
mates who decided to hang it up 
and I would ask them how they 
knew when it was time to walk 
away,” the letter began. “The 
answer was almost always the 
same: You just know. For me, it 
is time now. Why? Quite simply, I 
just know.” 

Palmer missed the last nine 
games of what would be his final 
season with a broken left arm. 

He called his long professional 
career “the most incredible expe¬ 
rience of my life.” 

Palmer and Arians were to¬ 
gether the past five seasons, and 
they included some of the best 
days of the quarterback’s career. 

Palmer was a Heisman Tro¬ 
phy winner at USC and the No. 
1-overall pick by Cincinnati in 
2002. He threw for 46,247 yards, 
12th-most in NFL history, in a ca¬ 
reer with the Bengals, Oakland 
and Arizona. 

“When I entered the league, I 


was a 23-year-old kid,” Palmer 
wrote. “I’m leaving a 38-year-old 
husband and father of four with 
memories and experiences that 
I will treasure for the rest of my 
life. And like most things in life, 
it feels like it all passed in a blink 
of an eye.” 

Acquired by the Cardinals for 
only a sixth-round pick and a 
swap of seventh-rounders. Palm¬ 
er’s strong arm was a great fit 
for Arians’ “no risk it, no biscuit” 
big-play passing game. 

Palmer twice came back from 
torn ACL injuries. The first oc¬ 
curred in his playoff debut for 
Cincinnati in 2005. He was hurt 
on his first pass, a 66-yard com¬ 
pletion. The second came in the 
sixth game of the 2014 season. 

Palmer returned from that one 
to have probably the best year of 
his career. In 2015, he set season 
franchise records and career 
highs for yards passing (4,671) 
and touchdowns (35) while lead¬ 
ing the Cardinals to a 13-3 record. 
He earned his only playoff win in 
four tries that season, in overtime 
over Green Bay. 

“My family and I are beyond 
grateful for everything the game 
has given us as well as the love 
and support we’ve felt from fans 
everywhere we’ve been,” he said. 
“That’s been especially true in 
Arizona, where we never expect¬ 
ed to end up but wound up being 
such a special place for us.” 

Cardinals center A.Q. Shipley, 
through Twitter, congratulated 
Palmer on “one hell of a career.” 


“My favorite all-time teammate 
is walking away on his terms,” 
Shipley said. “Not many people 
have that opportunity. It’s been 
an honor and a privilege to block 
for you and be your teammate. 
Enjoy retirement brother!” 

Palmer, with a career 62.5 per¬ 
cent completion rate, leaves as 
the only quarterback to throw for 
more than 4,000 yards in a season 
with three teams. He did it twice 
for Cincinnati, once for Oakland 
and three times with Arizona. 

Palmer spent seven years with 
the Bengals, leaving in a dispute 
with owner Mike Brown that led 
him to hold out to start the 2011 
season. 

He eventually was dealt to Oak¬ 
land for a first-round draft pick in 
2012 and second-rounder in 2013. 
Palmer started nine games for 
the Raiders that season. He put 
up big numbers with the Raid¬ 
ers but there was little success in 
wins and losses. Oakland eventu¬ 
ally deemed him expendable and 
sent him to Arizona without much 
in return. 

Palmer said he would “espe¬ 
cially miss the grind” of being an 
NFL player. 

“It’s the part I don’t think peo¬ 
ple fully appreciate,” he wrote, 
“maybe because many NFL play¬ 
ers make the game look so easy 
and effortless. The mental and 
physical preparation it takes to 
compete — week in and week out, 
year in and year out — is draining 
and grueling but has always been 
my favorite part.” 


Bills fans flooding 
Dalton’s foundation 
with donations 

By Joe Kay 

Associated Press 

CINCINNATI — Giddy Buffalo fans are making a 
surge in donations to Andy Dalton’s foundation, their 
way of thanking the Bengals quarterback for his role 
in the Bills’ long-awaited playoff appearance. 

Dalton’s foundation reported Tuesday it has re¬ 
ceived more than $170,000 in donations since the 
Bengals beat the Ravens 31-27 on Sunday. Dalton 
threw a 49-yard touchdown pass with 44 seconds 
left to eliminate the Ravens and open a spot for the 
Bills. 

The Bills got the final AFC wild-card berth and 
ended their 17-year postseason drought, the longest 
among North America’s four mqjor professional 
sports. 

Bills fans are thanking Dalton by donating to his 
foundation. He was surprised and thankful for the 
reaction by Bills fans. 

“I think I’m the hottest guy in Buffalo right 
now,” Dalton said Monday. “According to my Twit¬ 
ter, I think everybody’s loving us right now. Obvi¬ 
ously that’s a crazy fan base and they’re all pretty 
excited.” 

Dalton posted a video on his Twitter account 
Tuesday expressing his gratitude, explaining his 
foundation’s work and encouraging more donations. 

“Let’s keep it going,” he said. 

While the Bills’ long streak of playoff futility is 
over, the Bengals’ streak continues. They haven’t 
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Cincinnati quarterback Andy Dalton threw a late 
touchdown pass to beat the Ravens and allowed 
Buffalo to make the playoffs, and Bills fans are 
showing their appreciation by donating to his 
charitable founcMion. 

won a playoff game since the 1990 season, the sixth- 
longest streak of postseason futility in NFL history. 
They’ve lost all seven of their playoff games since 
that season, including an NFL-record five straight 
first-round defeats from 2011-15. 

The Bengals missed out on the playoffs for a sec¬ 
ond straight season, going 7-9. They won their last 
two games, knocking the Lions and Ravens out of 
the playoff race. 
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Quarterback Alex Smith enjoyed the best season of his 13-year career this year, setting career bests in yards passing and 
touchdowns. Now in his fifth season with the Chiefs, Smith also led the league in quarterback rating. 


Arizona fires Rodriguez 

Hostile-workplace claim leads 
to ouster » college football, Page 26 


NFL PLAYOFFS 


Associated Press 

KANSAS CITY, Mo. 
Ihere is little disputing 
*Alex Smith has had the 
best season of his 13- 
year professional ca¬ 
reer, whether you want to quantify 
that claim with individual stats or team 


The 
season 
is on the 
line, you 
win or go 
home. 


success. 

He’s set career bests in yards passing 
and touchdowns. He threw just five inter¬ 
ceptions. He led the 
league in quarterback 
rating. 

And he led the Kan¬ 
sas City Chiefs to the 
AFC West title, giving 
the franchise back-to- 
back division cham¬ 
pionships for the first 
time. 

All of that success 
could be forgotten as 
quickly as Saturday 
night, though. 

That’s when the 
Chiefs play the Titans 
in the playoffs. 

Kansas City hasn’t 
won a home playoff 
game in nearly a quarter century, a mad¬ 
dening drought that Smith can help to end 
with a victory at Arrowhead Stadium. 

And in doing so. Smith would turn what 
has been a largely successful five-year ten¬ 
ure with the Chiefs into a memorable one, 
elevating him from a cluster of merely good 
quarterbacks to an echelon where only Len 
Dawson currently resides. 

“Everybody is good at this point, right? 
Everybody still left playing is really 
good,” said Smith, who already snapped 
the Chiefs’ long postseason winless streak 
with a victory in Houston two years ago. 
“The season is on the line, you win or go 
SEE LEGACY ON PAGE 30 


that adds 
to the 
intensity. ^ 

Alex Smith 

Chiefs QB 
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